Hillcrest Value Lessons
Student
Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

INTRODUCTION: The emphasis of this passage is put upon praying to the Lord and doing so in ______________. If you study this entire section of Scripture, you will see that Jesus is contrasting how the Pharisees pray—open, loud, and for all to ________ and hear. What God instead desires is an intimate, set-aside, ________________ time to hear from His child. Whether you are already faithful in this area, this is seemingly unimportant to you, or you try to pray but feel insecure in it, it is important for you to understand prayer from the very words of God.

What do you believe could be the benefits or value of this type of prayer life?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
I.	PRAY WITH PRIVACY AND EXCLUSION (v5-6)
A. “Thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are.”
1.	The Pharisees loved to pray. But what was their motive? ________________________ 
2.	The Jewish times of prayer were 9 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m., and they would arrange their activity so that they would be in a very visible place where they would pray long, loud, and impressive prayers. Jesus ________________________ this playacting and hypocrisy.
NOTE: They made a mistake a many Christians never make, because many Christians do not pray! William Barclay points out that at least their sins were not the sins of neglect, but of misguided devotion.
B. Pray with ____________________ and exclusion.
1. Pray with privacy: Enter into your closet and shut the door so as not to be seen of men.
a. Prayer is not designed to be seen of _________, but to be heard by ____________.
How does this affect the way we pray?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
b. It is sad that prayer has been excluded from much of public life. However, America is suffering more because believers do not faithfully practice ______________ prayer (v6); if they did in fact, perhaps there never would have been a 1962 Supreme Court ruling banning prayer from public school classrooms.
c. We need to learn to dwell in the secret place of the Most High. (Psalm 91:1-2)
2. Pray with exclusion: One may pray alone in private, and still not practice exclusion far enough.
a. One of the main principles of prayer is to learn to be _______________ with God. 
b. When we come into the presence of God, we need to be conscious of God alone.
Practically speaking, it can be very easy to lose focus during prayer time. What are ways to help in this area?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

II.	PRAY WITH SIMPLICITY AND CONFIDENCE (v7-8)
A.	The heathen does not pray with simplicity.
1. Recall the prophets of ____________. 
a. They cried, “Oh, Baal, hear us!” from morning until mid-afternoon. 
b. They wailed and cut themselves. 
c. The heathen prays loud and long, with vain repetition. 
d. They take up much time and try to _____________ their god and others by much speaking. 
2. Instead, simply pray to the Father. Loud or long prayers are fine, if the motive is pure. Repetition is fine, if it is not vain or only done to take up time and impress man. 
B.	Pray with confidence. 
1. We can speak _________________ with the Father. 
a. Our access to God is through the blood of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1-3). There is no earthly priest; we can go directly to God through our great sinless High Priest, Jesus Christ! 
b. I John 5:13-15 tells us we can have ______________________ in Him. We can approach Him boldly (Hebrews 4:14-16).
2. Pray with the realization that your Father is aware of the need before you ask. 
What seems to be the key in God hearing us? How does this give us confidence?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

III.	FIRST, BE CONSUMED WITH HIM! (v9-10)
1. First, give reverence and __________________ God. (v9)
1. “Our Father which art in Heaven…” Use of the word “Father” is not a mistake here. It is good to know how high He is (consider the next statement in the verse), but first know who He is personally to you. 
How does praying to your Father differ from praying to a Master?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
2. “Hallowed be Thy name.”  “Hallowed” means __________; separate or different than; other. “Name” has to do with His nature, character, and personality.
a. This is not a minor and insignificant point. 
b. While God is indeed kind, loving, patient, and gracious, He should not be approached with ________________ and casualness. 
D. Surrender to His will. (v10)
1. It is His kingdom and His will that is to be the ________________ and concern of your life.
2. The disciple is not a self-seeking kingdom builder. Many are frustrated in their prayer life because they have their will to satisfy and want God to plug into their agenda.
NOTE: Sometimes this idea can be confusing. Is prayer making requests or surrendering to whatever God wants? The truth is, it is both- God’s hand is moved as we pray and we also need to be committed to God’s will while we pray. Though it might not solve every question, think about it like this: Prayer is FIRST submission, and it is SECOND requesting.

IV.	V11-15  SECOND, BE CONCERNED WITH OURSELVES AND OUR NEEDS
A. “Give us this day our daily bread.” (v11)
1. This prayer will keep us humble.
2. We are to depend upon God for ___________ sustenance.
NOTE: Consider that preservation of food was a rarity in Bible days. When people prayed for their daily bread, many times they were literally praying for their sustenance that day. This is how we should pray and rely upon God as well—like our life depends upon it.
B.	“Forgive us as we forgive.” (v12)
1. You cannot regard ____________________ iniquity in your heart. (Psalm 66:18)
2. Our Father won’t hear us if we don’t forgive those that have wronged us. (v14-15)
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” (v13)
1. This is a commitment on your part to ______________ Him.
2. He will not lead you into temptation.
Exalt His Name! (v13b)
1. Conclude your prayer with __________________ and praise.
2. This helps you remember Who you are praying to as well.
Why is it helpful to remember Who you are praying to?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

MAIN IDEA: God desires that we have a private and focused prayer time that is full of surrender and dependance.

APPLICATION: 
1. When you pray, pray with a pure motive—that God alone hears.
2. Set aside a focused time to pray each day—use a list, set an alarm, etc.
3. Consider Who you are praying to—let this guide your prayer and comfort you as you pray.

CONCLUSION: His ear is always ready to listen, are you ready to speak to Him?
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