Hillcrest Value Lessons
Teacher
Prayer
Matthew 7:1-11

INTRODUCTION: Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount is so different and so demanding that the world will gag at His words. It is difficult enough to have people inside the church walls come to a place of appropriating His teaching to their lives; those outside the walls most certainly will write His words off as “too radical,” “impossible,” “too narrow.” To prove the point, notice Matthew 7:28-29.  The people were absolutely astonished at His teaching.  They were amazed that He expected people to actually live what He has taught. But remember, Jesus is not instructing the general public or society at large. These teachings are impossible standards for the world. Jesus is teaching His followers; those who are committed to adhere to His teachings. 

I.	WHAT HAS JESUS TAUGHT IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT?
A. A brief overview.
1. He taught us to live the beatitudes.
2. He taught us that to abstain from murder is easy; don’t hate.
3. He taught us that to abstain from adultery was not sufficient; don’t lust.
4. He taught us to mean yes and no and not to swear.
5. He taught us to forgive and not to seek revenge.
6. He taught us to love our enemies.
7. He taught us to trust Him without anxiety and worry.
8. He taught us to use discernment and judge righteously and to rid ourselves of a censorious, critical, faultfinding spirit.
How is this list so contrary to our society? What does that imply for us?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. He is yet to teach us “The Mount Everest of Christian Ethics.”  (V12)
B. Now you must agree that this is a huge order.
1. If we take these teachings seriously and begin to appropriate them to our lives, we will walk a direction diametrically opposed to the world. 
a. But never forget that the world is walking in a direction diametrically opposed to God and His revelation of His mind, will, and way. 
b. The true disciple is not “out of sorts.” The world is!
2. Appropriating Jesus’ teaching to our life simply puts us in line with God’s original plan and purpose for our life: to honor Him and walk in fellowship with Him.
3. But how on earth can a person live such a life?

II.	V7-8  PRAYER IS THE KEY!
A.	These verses are not a blank check.
· Too long have these verses been jerked out of the discipleship class and been considered a blank check for all God’s children. 

1. Later we will show how Jesus relates a child making a request to his father to a disciple making a request to God.  
a. Consider a child who is well trained and is up to the age of eighteen and acts responsibly. 
b. Is unlimited access to abundant resources really a good idea? Could it not be harmful to just give them unqualified liberty? 
c. In fact, no one in any realm is given a “blank check” without limitations and accountability.
2. Romans 8:26-27  Paul makes it plain that we don’t even know for what we should pray!
What are some other passages or principles that teach that prayer is not a blank check? What do they teach us? (James 4:3, Psalm 37:4-5, Matthew 6:10, etc.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. So, let’s resist the temptation to pull a chunk out of the Sermon on the Mount and use these verses in a way Jesus did not.
B.	The context teaches us to ask, seek, and knock to be His disciple.
1. If, I said if . . .
a. You desire to be a beatitude Christian;
b. You want to be rid of hate;
c. You want to live free of sexual lust;
d. You want your yea to be yea and your nay, nay;
e. You want to be free of a vindictive, vengeful spirit;
f. You want to love your enemies; 
g. You want to live without anxiety and worry;
h. You want free of a critical and faultfinding spirit;
i. You want discernment to judge rightly;
2. Then . . .
a. Ask – He wants you to have.
b. Seek – He wants you to find.
c. Knock – He wants to open the door.
Please get the picture clearly. To Jesus, what we are is more important that what we do or have. 
1. Jesus is in no wise telling us to ask for a trouble-free life, better jobs, or the toys and luxuries we desire.  Some people pray and don’t receive what they want and their faith is shaken.
2. What Jesus is telling us is that we can have a beatitude life of love, forgiveness, purity, wisdom, discernment, joy, and blessedness.
3. But it comes to those who want it enough to ask, seek, and knock.
a. Prayer is the key!  But the Master is selective to whom He gives the key.
b. He does not give it to the person who asks for a sports team to win; He does not give it to the person who only wants to fulfill his dreams and carnal ambitions and wants more status. 
c. He gives it to the person who will be poor in spirit, sensitive to sin, meek, hungry and thirsty after righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, a peacemaker.  He gives it to the person whose aim is to be like Jesus; His disciple.
How should this idea shape our prayers? What will our prayers for this be about?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ask, seek, knock.  They are all verbs that are present imperative.
1. This means they require persistence. 
a. Today I am to ask, seek, and knock—and next week the same, and so on. 
b. If you desire to appropriate His teachings to your life, you must be persistent.
2. Discipleship is an ongoing. None of us have arrived yet, so we keep asking, seeking, and knocking.

III.	V8-11  WILL SUCH PERSISTENT PRAYING BE REWARDED?
A. V7-8  Jesus says he answers.
1. “Nothing is better adapted to excite us to prayer than a full conviction that we will be heard.” (Calvin)
2. V9-11  A simple parable.
a. When our children request of us a simple need such as food, will we not give it and eventually provide in abundance as we are able? Of course, we will!
b. V11a  And we are not even good by nature.
c. V11b  How much more will our Father give good things to His own who ask Him?
B. Remember, as we ask, seek, and knock we are not appealing to a stranger, a neighbor, or a distant kin. He is our Father
C. Have you sincerely asked, sought, and knocked?
· I am referring to asking, seeking, and knocking in relation to being His disciple.  
MAIN IDEA: Prayer is the key for being a close disciple of Jesus, not our own ability.

APPLICATION: 
1. Ask God to show you your need for beatitude living in your life.
2. Write down your needs to draw closer to Christ, and pray over them persistently.

NOTE: Sometimes it can be difficult to know exactly how to pray if there is something in our heart that we desire but do not know if it is the will of God. We see places in Scripture where we are encouraged to pray for anything as long as it is not to consume it upon our lusts. We see other places where we are to pray according to the Lord’s will. I believe this to be a sound, scriptural conclusion: First, pray for God’s will to be done in your prayers, but then “ask away.” (This is the order we see in the model prayer.)
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