Hillcrest Value Lessons
Teacher

Tithing is a Natural Thing
Genesis 14:17-20

INTRODUCTION: Recent religious scandals as well as the false doctrine and hypocrisy of health, wealth, and prosperity preachers have led many onlookers and outsiders to church life to develop attitudes that are negative towards the subject of money in general, and tithing and giving in particular. Even among regular church-goers, research shows that only 10-25% of a normal congregation tithes regularly, and on average they only give 2.5% or less. 
Why do you think this is? Are these thoughts correct? What thoughts about tithing have crossed your own mind at times?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
However, with no hesitation, reservation, or apology, we should declare that tithing is a good thing! Practicing biblical tithing is a good thing and we are doing a good thing for you by teaching it today—as surely as a doctor giving a proper prescription, a lawyer giving sound counsel, a mechanic giving an accurate diagnosis, a parent giving appropriate training, a coach giving the fundamentals of the game, or a teacher giving correct instruction. A healthy attitude about tithing is fundamental to spiritual progress.
The purpose of this teaching today is NOT to guilt, to shame, or to bash anyone’s thoughts on tithing. But just as with any other principle of Scripture, we should simply open our hearts to the truth of what is given to us by the Holy Spirit through His Word, and be willing to apply it to our lives.

I. TITHING PRIOR TO THE LAW AND UNDER THE LAW
A. Two cases of tithing well before the Law was given.
1. The case of Abram. (Genesis 14)
a. Abram and his family were in Canaan. His nephew Lot had parted ways and went to live in the city of Sodom. Turmoil raged in the land and kings warred; Sodom was pillaged and Lot was taken captive. Abram takes 318 of his trained servants, defeats a powerful pagan king, frees Lot, and returns the captives and the goods to Sodom. The king of Sodom wishes to express gratitude and goes to meet Abram. (v. 1-17) 
b. Abram is then approached by Melchizedek, the priest of the most-high God. Melchizedek was a type of Christ or the pre-incarnate Christ. Bringing bread and wine, Melchizedek blessed Abram and blessed God, Who had given Abram the victory. (v. 18-20a)
c. Abram gave Melchizedek tithes of all. (v. 20b) From whence came this? The time frame is over 400 years before the Law was to be given. To our knowledge, there is no precedent. The tenth is not clearly mentioned as being a part of antiquity before Abram. Could it be that it is written in man’s heart by God?
NOTE: The word tithe literally means a “tenth part” or a “payment of a tenth part.”
2. The case of Jacob. (Genesis 28)
a. Jacob has an encounter with Jehovah in a dream about a ladder to heaven, with the LORD at the top and two angels ascending and descending. (v. 10-19)
b. At the end of this encounter, Jacob made vows and promised to tithe of all that God would give him. (v. 20-22)
c. Again, the time frame is before the Law given by Moses. Before there is a knowledge that there will even be a Law, it seems something was written in their hearts that God should be worshipped and that a large part of that worship and honoring of God would have to do with our resources and of tithe of those same resources.
d. Some decry tithing with, “Tithing is under the Law, and I’m not under the Law.” Instead, the thought should be, “There were good men that knew to honor God with the tithe before the law. Do I think that highly of my Heavenly Father?”
How should thinking “highly” of God prioritize tithing in our lives?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Certainly, tithing was included under the Law.
NOTE: Tithing was included under the Law, but did not originate with the Law. God surely approved of tithing to begin with, else He would not have included it in His perfect Law!
1. Leviticus 27:30-34 – God commanded that the tithe is holy unto the Lord and belongs to Him.
2. Numbers 18:21 – This chapter makes the use of the tithe to be clear. The Levites who do the work of the tabernacle were to be cared for by the tithes of God’s people (v. 21). In turn, the Levites were to tithe on the tithes they received (v. 26-28).
3. Deuteronomy 14:22-29 – God gives more instruction regarding the tithe to be used for the work of the Levites, and for the care of the strangers, orphans, and widows.
What are practical uses of tithe in the church today? Could these things happen without God’s people giving back to Him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. A revival of tithing in the days of Hezekiah. 
1. In II Chronicles 28-30, we see that the nation of Judah was in a bad spiritual state and needed a fresh start.  When King Hezekiah came to the throne, he returned the nation to the way of the life of David by turning their attention back to the Lord and the worship, praise, ceremonies, and offerings they had neglected. A great revival broke out and there was joy in the land.
2. In II Chronicles 31:1-12, King Hezekiah made sure that spiritual leaders were in place and were supported by the tithes of God’s people. Tithing was a result of the revival. Hezekiah led the way by giving of his own funds, and the people eagerly responded and followed. With all of God’s people participating in the tithe, there was more than enough for the work of the Lord. Hezekiah made preparation to continue to receive the tithes on a regular basis.
3. Even after the rebuilding of the temple and the walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah led the people to continue to give the tithe in order to sustain the work of the Lord. (Nehemiah 10)

II. TIMELESS PRINCIPLES ON TITHING
A. Granted, there is no clear command in the New Testament to tithe.
NOTE: There is no “Thou shalt tithe every Sunday to the church where thou art a member.” Would an absolute command change the heart? No! No more than it makes people forsake idolatry, desecrating the Lord’s Day, lying, coveting, stealing, dishonoring parents, etc.
1. In Matthew 23:23 and Luke 11:42, Jesus told the Pharisees they ought to tithe according to the Law, but they also should have mercy, love, and faith.
2. In I Corinthians 16:2, Paul told the saints in the church in Corinth to lay up in store on the first day of the week as God had prospered them.
3. The early church in Acts was little concerned about tithing, as they were more than willing to sell possessions and lands and give everything to the work of the Lord. With such an inclination, they would not be apt to need much exhortation about giving 10%!
NOTE: It is always convicting to see areas in Scripture that are debated and argued about today, that all the while, the followers of Christ in the New Testament were more than faithful in. They typically went far beyond the “mandate” that is being debated in our churches today. When they gave, they gave more than 10%. When they “forsook not the assembly,” they were gathering for church services almost daily. When Christ called them to be separate and holy, they didn’t just do the bare minimum, they forsook all to follow Christ.
4. Without a clear mandate from Jesus and the Apostles, we can still draw some conclusions that are consistent with the work of God from Genesis through the Old Testament, and are no doubt timeless principles.
B. We do have a High Priest, and like Melchizedek, He is worthy of at least our tenth.
1. Abram had it in his heart to pay tithes due to the fact God the Most High had delivered him and given him victory. When God’s priest showed up, Abram honored God by giving Him tithes. 
2. In Hebrews, Jesus is specifically referred to as our High Priest eleven times. Seven times He is likened to Melchizedek. Jesus fulfills what Melchizedek pictured. We who are saved have been freed from sin. God’s means to deliver us is through His Son, Jesus, our High Priest. How much more should we desire to pay tithes to Him?
3. We do have a clue as to where to pay our tithe. From Acts 2-5, it seems clear the early church brought money and resources to the apostles at the church in Jerusalem to be distributed. God calls His church the house of God (I Timothy 3:15). Surely the tithe belongs at the house of the Great High Priest.
4. God also allowed that His servants who attend to the things of the gospel be cared for by the tithes and offerings of the believers. (I Corinthians 9:1-14, I Timothy 5:17-18) 

MAIN IDEA: Tithing should be natural to someone that thinks highly of the God that blessed them with the goods and resources in the first place.

APPLICATION:
1. Don’t steal from God. (Malachi 3:8) God calls Israel’s disobedience in this area “stealing.” You may say that is too harsh of a term, but it communicates how seriously God our commitment to follow and love Him.
2. Let God prove Himself faithful to you as you obey Him in this area. (Malachi 3:10)
We haven’t spent time on the blessings of tithing, just the Biblical precedents and encouragement to give. But what are some of the fruits of tithing according to Scripture?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Love God and naturally and willingly give. Just like many commands in Scripture, there shouldn’t need to be such a command for one that loves God the way they should.
4. View your giving as an eternal investment, and be involved in sowing the fields with those resources. 
a. Passing out tracts
b. Caring for the church building and grounds
c. Audio/Video ministry
d. Childcare ministry
e. Praying for our missionaries, etc.
How does being involved in ministry help one see the need for resources to support it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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