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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany
February 1, 2026
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

How does one become a winner? The world has a different view of winning than does
Jesus. The world’s view of winning involves money, prizes, and trophies; it involves
athletics, contests, games, and lotteries. Jesus’ view of winning involves the poor in
spirit, those who mourn, the meek, the merciful, and the pure in heart. These are the
people who by grace, Jesus considers to be winners. Those who “press on toward the
goal to win the prize...” that is everlasting citizenship in God’s heavenly kingdom.
(Philippians 3:14). As we worship today, enveloped in Word and Sacrament, we
acknowledge that we have won the victory of eternal life through Christ our Lord.

PRELUDE
“Prelude in G Major” Felix Mendelssohn

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

INVOCATION
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. We
have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not
done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your promises in
Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior, Jesus paid the penalty for our
guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul
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4 Hecrownsthy life with love  When ran - somed from the grave;
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And aid mytongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.
"Tis He that heals thy sick-ness - es And makesthee young a - gain.
He that re-deemed my soul from hell Hath sov-’reignpow’r to  save.

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray.

People: Father of glory, You reveal Your greatness in showing mercy. Keep our

focus faithfully on the cross of Christ, where Your mercy was displayed
in its fullness, and fill our hearts with thankfulness for Your gift of
salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8
(God’s people are to come before Him in humility.)

! Listen to what the LORD says: "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the
hills hear what you have to say. 2 Hear, O mountains, the LORD's accusation; listen, you
everlasting foundations of the earth. For the LORD has a case against his people; he is
lodging a charge against Israel.

"My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. *1
brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to
lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. >* My people, remember what Balak king of Moab
counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember [your journey] from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD."

¢ With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of 0il? Shall I offer my
tirstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? ® He has
showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 15

Leader: LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy
hill?
People: He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who

speaks the truth from his heart

Leader: and has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wrong and
casts no slur on his fellowman,

People: who despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, who
keeps his oath even when it hurts,

Leader: who lends his money without usury and does not accept a bribe against
the innocent.

People: He who does these things will never be shaken.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

(Christ is the wisdom and the power of God.)

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. ¥ For it is written:

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate."

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ! For since in the wisdom of God
the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 2 Jews demand miraculous
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, ? but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 2* but to those whom God has called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ? For the foolishness of God is
wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.

(continued on next page)



26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things
of the world to shame the strong. 2 He chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 2 so that no
one may boast before him. ¥ It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

“Be Thou My Vision”

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
1 ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father and I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven s joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

setting by John Ness Beck



Please stand

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

(Jesus teaches about blessed living.)

! Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying;:

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. ¢ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. ® Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God. ° Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.
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During the offering, please sign
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“Lift High the Cross” Janet Linker

Please stand
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PRAYER

Leader:  Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to
believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
837  Lift High the Cross

POSTLUDE
“Jubilant” Gordon Young
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Isaiah 58:3-9a; 1 Corinthian 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20
Find a devotional guide on the readings at https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Preacher:

Liturgists:

Lectors:

Acolytes:

Choir:

Director:

Organist & Accompanist:

Serving at Chapel

Theodore Laesch

5:00 p.m. Matthew Shipman
8:30 a.m. Charles Wallace
11:00 a.m. Charles Wallace
8:30 a.m. Carla Rainey

11:00 a.m. Christy Boehmer
8:30 a.m. Anna Zvirgzdins
11:00 a.m. Bella Moss

11:00 a.m. Choral Singers
Matt McEuen

Rev. Arthur Eichhorn
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3 and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 314-355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor 314-369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Charles Wallace, Vicar 985-852-7958  vicarchuck@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 314-200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 314-921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions

Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

*Friend of Moms *Lutheran Early Response Teams *Helping Hands Food Pantry
Lutheran Chaplains Lutheran Heritage Foundation Lutherans for Life
Concordia Seminary Friends of New Americans Shoebox Ministry
Day 3 Seeds L.AM.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries KFUO Radio

& Pilots

* indicates special emphasis in 2025

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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