
This is such a wonderful time of year! Many believe this 
is so because of the lights and other decorations. There 
are many who see this as a season of giving that brings 
joy to the heart. These are all great things, but each pale 
in comparison to the true reason and nature of the Ad-
vent season. You may be one of many who wonder what 
Advent is, or perhaps you have heard others mention 
Advent but believed that it was a part of another tradi-
tion. I wanted to take a moment to share with you the 
importance of Advent to today’s believer and why this idea should overshadow every other 
trapping of the holiday season.

The term Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus; meaning “a coming or arrival”. This 
word is important to the Christian faith because it focuses on the incarnation, the first com-
ing of Christ. This coming was prophesied in the Old Testament many times. One of the 
most notable of these prophesies comes from the seventh chapter of Isaiah:

“Isaiah said, ‘Listen, house of David! Is it not enough for you to try the patience of men? Will 
you also try the patience of my God? Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: See, 
the virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel.” – Isaiah 7:13-14

Matthew records the words of the angel to Joseph regarding the birth of Jesus and how this 
pertains to Isaiah’s prophecy:

“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘See, the virgin will become pregnant 
and give birth to a son, and they will name him Immanuel,’ which is translated “God with 
us.”

The first focus of the Advent season is the time span between 
Isaiah’s prophecy and Jesus’ birth. The whole world prepared for 
the arrival of the coming King. This king, Jesus, would not only 
be king, but would also be the presence of God made manifest 
to those on the earth. This is why you see manger scenes, lights, 

December 2022

God With Us
From Pastor Brandon

CONTENTS:CONTENTS:
God With Us ..............................1God With Us ..............................1
Upcoming Events ...................2Upcoming Events ...................2
New Classes .............................3New Classes .............................3
NCA Update ..............................3NCA Update ..............................3
Facilities Update ....................3Facilities Update ....................3
Giving Update .........................4Giving Update .........................4



and angels, and hear songs and choruses proclaiming 
the coming of Christ. Gifts are even given to symbolize 
the gift of God to the world that is Jesus. 

Jesus! Immanuel! God with us! What a thing to cele-
brate! This one thing is so much better than any sale, 
or meal, or trip, or season even! As we prepare to cele-
brate a holiday season, it is my prayer that we can truly 
glory in this Advent; that we could faithfully prepare 
our hearts and families to celebrate the coming of our 
king and use this time as a reminder of the gift of God 
that came thousands of years ago, that is present with 
us today, and will become an even greater reality in the 
future. 

In Advent we should commemorate the first coming, or incarnation of Jesus, but also glo-
ry in His current presence with us. For many, this is common practice. Many families enjoy 
reading the story of the incarnation. For many of those, this rightly leads to the discussion 
of the gospel and the reality of Christ in those who would believe. 

There is another aspect to Advent that may get lost in this season and that is the current 
Advent season in which we live. We are currently preparing for and awaiting a coming of 
Christ. We await His glorious second coming promised in scripture. We know that there will 
be a day in which we will see His glory revealed as He comes on the clouds! There is a future 
coming that should be prepared for and celebrated alongside the birth of Christ.

How should this influence our holiday celebrations? First, we should thankfully celebrate the 
coming of Christ in the flesh. We should acknowledge the incarnation in this season. Sec-
ondly, we should celebrate His current presence with believers. God did not come and go 
with the incarnation, but He came and dwelt among us. Let’s celebrate as if He is present in 
this season. Finally, let us look forward to His second coming during this season. Allowing 
the complete Gospel to permeate every aspect of our celebration ensures that we aren’t just 
celebrating a single event, or current reality, but that we are celebrating in the fullness of 
the work of Christ; past, present, and future. The beautiful truth that God is with us makes 
this Advent season one that continually points to Jesus, the greatest gift of all. 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one 
and only Son from the Father, full of Grace and Truth.” – John 1:14

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” – Matthew 28:20

“Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his 
work.” – Revelation 22:122

New Classes Begin January 8th!
 
We are excited to announce that we will have several new classes starting on Sunday, Jan-
uary 8th! We will have a Sunday School class beginning for children from kindergarten 
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through 5th grade as well as a youth Sunday School class. Our two adult classes will contin-
ue to meet as well.

On Sunday nights, we will have a youth service at the church in the Student Center. This will 
be another great opportunity for our youth to fellowship and grow in the Word!

We will also resume Sunday night ministry training classes at the school in room 102. The 
first class will cover basic theology and we will discuss what God reveals about Himself in 
Scripture. We will have other classes available after we conclude this one. We are working on 
a way to have the classes streamed or recorded so that those who are interested but unable 
to attend can keep up with the class. If you are interested in growing in your knowledge of 
God and the Word along with other brothers and sisters in our body, then you won’t want to 
miss these classes!

NCA Update
From Pastor Scott

As the calendar turns to December, we are almost halfway through this school year. NCA 
students will wrap up the first semester on December 14. We will break for the holidays and 
return in January to start the second semester. 

Though the year is going by so quickly, there is tremendous ministry happening every day. 
We take time every day to pray for our students and their families. We take time to pray with 
students as opportunities arise throughout each day. We are purposeful in how we approach 
every lesson taught. Every day we teach math lessons, language lessons, Bible lessons, and 
life lessons. Our students are learning how to handle everyday situations, frustrations, and 
successes in a Christ-like manner. We are careful to take time to minister in the midst of 
disagreements, difficulties, and even victories to equip our students to live life in a way that 
brings glory to God. We are seeing growth in each student and are thankful for the work 
that God is accomplishing in each of them.

Please continue to pray for our staff. They minister daily and need the direction and 
strength of the Holy Spirit to be effective. Pray for our students that their hearts would con-
tinue to be moldable and that Christ would be formed in them day by day. Please continue 
to pray for god’s provision for this ministry and thank Him for His sustenance. May the Lord 
bless you for your partnership in this ministry that impacts generations.

Facilities Update
Our legal team has been working diligently to come to an agreement with Church Mutual 
regarding our claim from 2021. The insurance company agreed that mediation would likely 
not produce a desired result for either party and instead requested a meeting of the engi-
neers working the case to see if any agreement on the solution could be reached. The engi-
neer representing us – an experienced engineer with many years of experience and a Ph.D. 
in engineering – has stated that there is no middle ground, in his opinion. His report lists 
that repairs could not be effective and that replacement of the structure is the only option. 
So, at this point, it appears as if there is no other recourse than filing suit against church 
mutual insurance company to receive compensation to cover the cost of the replacement of 



our worship facility (within the confines of our policy, of course.)

This means several things for us: 

1. We should prepare ourselves to remain in our currently facility for the foreseeable 
future as a suit will take quite a bit of time to resolve. 

2. We will likely have some projects that you will have an opportunity to participate in to 
ensure that our facilities are sufficient and are in a suitable state of repair for our remaining 
time here. If you are handy and would like more information on the issues needing atten-
tion, please contact Pastor Brandon.

3. Finally, this will mean that we will not have as frequent of updates on the process 
moving forward. Please feel free to ask any questions you have when they arise. Continue to 
pray for the process. It is in the hands of the Lord and will happen according to His perfect 
timing. Our exercise in trust and dependence upon Him continues!

Giving Update
I find myself thanking God more often these days and I’m convinced that this is by design. 
It has been a blessing to share this burden of dependence upon the Lord with this body of 
believers. While many could look at where we are financially and think that something is 
wrong, I cannot help but see everything that is right with where we are. Every time we look 
for finances, we are forced to look at God for provision. Each time we have what we need; 
we have no choice but to thank Him for what He’s given through His people. Every time I 
feel anxious about something, I’m reminded that His Word tells me to be anxious about 
nothing, but to pray about everything. When I find myself caught up in the cares of how 
“this” or “that” will happen, I’m reminded that I am to cast my cares upon Him because He 
cares for us. At this point, there is no point of this ministry in which we are not learning to 
become more aware, dependent, or thankful for the providence of God.

As we close the year, we are thankful for His provision, with a new outlook on the work He 
has called us to. We have a new resolve to do the work He has put before us, looking to Him 
alone for everything we need to accomplish it. He has provided all that we need and will 
continue to do so as we faithfully follow His leading. He has proven His faithfulness time 
and time again this year and He has provided enough. Praise God!

2023 will surely contain more opportunities for us to trust, rest, and praise the Lord for 
His provision. But I want to share something that came in a time of prayer recently. While 
we see stories in the Bible about God providing for people’s futures, when Jesus teaches us 
to pray in Matthew and Luke he doesn’t dwell on future provision. His model prayer states 
“Give us this (or each) day our daily bread.” Jesus does not teach us to pray expecting to-
morrow’s bread. He doesn’t teach us to look to tomorrow and its provision. On the con-
trary, he teaches in Matthew 6 that we should not worry about tomorrow because tomorrow 
will worry about itself. 

This is such a difficult thing to do in a culture that teaches us to store up and plan and 
provide for ourselves. It is my belief that there are appropriate times to store up and plan, 



and that God honors those who steward His gifts appropriately. I also believe that there are 
times to press in to our Lord and that He will allow us to become daily dependent upon Him 
in a season where things are tight, so that we might do the same in the seasons of plen-
ty. Rather than be anxious or despise this season, it is my prayer that we can come to trust 
the Lord more deeply as a body and that this season will prepare us all for future seasons, 
whether they are like this or not. 

For the meantime, we rejoice that we have continually had exactly what we have needed to 
take care of our facilities and staff. Often this has come in exactly when we need it. Thank 
you to all those who have given cheerfully, freely, and sacrificially. May the Lord bless you 
according to His glorious riches in Heaven.

-Pastor Brandon

The chart below reflects giving through the month of October. If you have any questions 
about giving or finances, feel free to call the church office and we’ll make time to discuss 
any thoughts or concerns you may have. (903) 693-6366

December 2022




