
Each year, most people begin January by highlighting 
all the “new” to come. It is commonplace to see people 
make New Year’s Resolutions and to hear phrases like, 
“New Year – New You.” There is something about open-
ing a fresh, unused, calendar that evokes feelings of 
hope for many. For others, the prospect of a new year 
may be challenging your resolve to be hopeful. For each 
person who looks forward to the new year, there are 
those peeking through the spaces between their fingers; 
unsure, unsettled, and anxious about what is to come. 

For each, there is hope for the future in Christ Jesus! The psalmist captures this idea of 
hope many times:

Now, Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in you. – Psalm 39:7

But I will hope continually and will praise you more and more. My mouth will tell about 
your righteousness and your salvation all day long, though I cannot sum them up. – Psalm 
71:14-15

The very idea of hope is that there is something – or someone – better than what is pres-
ent. One who has everything they need or desire has no use for hope. Hope sets our eyes 
expectantly on the fulfillment of our needs or the completion of our journey. Regardless of 
where you are or what your situation is, Christ is our hope. The completion of our redemp-
tion, the fulfillment of His promise, the consummation of our relationship with Him, and 
eternity in His presence unveiled by our flesh; that is what we hope for and Christ is who 
we hope through. Rather than hope that the next year is better or easier than the last, let 
us hope in Christ. Rather than creating New Year’s resolutions, let’s resolve to confess our 
hope in Christ in every situation and conversation. 

Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is 
faithful. – Hebrews 10:23

Our hope is not in vain because He is faithful. If we are honest, 
there are so many things in this world that could stunt our hope 
by removing our eyes from Christ. Politics, the economy, sick-
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ness, and random life happenings that kick us while we are down can draw our attention 
away from the hope we have in Christ. This year, let’s be a people who hold onto our hope 
in Christ. This year, let’s embrace the fact that we know “better” is coming. Let us hope and 
give an account for that hope in everything. 

Because we have a promise that He will return, we can look forward fixing our eyes on 
Christ, and reflecting His light to the world around us. Let this year be a year of hope, faith, 
and a steadfast standing on His promises. The best is truly yet to come!

New Classes Begin January 8th!
 
We are excited to announce that we will have several new classes starting on Sunday, Jan-
uary 8th! We will have a Sunday School class beginning for children from kindergarten 
through 5th grade as well as a youth Sunday School class. Our two adult classes will contin-
ue to meet as well.

On Sunday nights, we will have a youth service at the church in the Student Center. This will 
be another great opportunity for our youth to fellowship and grow in the Word!

We will also resume Sunday night ministry training classes at the school in room 102. The 
first class will cover basic theology and we will discuss what God reveals about Himself in 
Scripture. We will have other classes available after we conclude this one. We are working on 
a way to have the classes streamed or recorded so that those who are interested but unable 
to attend can keep up with the class. If you are interested in growing in your knowledge of 
God and the Word along with other brothers and sisters in our body, then you won’t want to 
miss these classes!

A Word on Worship
From Pastor Scott

This month’s Word on Worship comes from Jonathan 
Parnell of the Worship Initiative in a devotional written 
on the song “Christ is Enough”.

“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
Jesus said to him, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father.” (John 14:8–9)

What are we doing here? What’s the point?

We all need clarity on the meaning of life, and we need 
that clarity to work. Cliches won’t do. Sentimentalities 
won’t last. The ultimate question eventually gets down 
to something like this: How does the greatest truth in 
the universe — that God is glorious and real — create 
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a lasting vision for my life that includes the ups and downs of everyday circumstances? The 
answer is fairly simple: I exist, in every moment, to experience and show that Jesus is the 
supreme treasure of my soul.

God is Glorious

The most important, all-encompassing truth of the universe starts with the fact that God 
is glorious and everything exists for his glory. That is the resounding theme of the Bible. 
That’s why God makes a people for himself: “...the people whom I formed for myself that 
they might declare my praise” (Isaiah 43:21).

That’s why he forgives them: “For my name’s sake I defer my anger...For my own sake, for 
my own sake, I do it...My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 48:9, 11).

That’s why he makes them righteous: “Your people shall all be righteous...the work of my 
hands, that I might be glorified” (Isaiah 60:21).

God and his glory is the “why” of everything he does. And therefore, any clarity on the 
meaning of life must come from this. It’s where we start, but there’s more. How is this truth 
actual clarity? It’s because this glorious God is real, and he has a face.

The Realness of Jesus

This is when we must translate the glory of God from an abstract idea to a concrete reality. 
This is when we stop imagining God’s glory as just a bright, blinding light filling the sky, 
and instead, we listen to what God tells us.

The writer to the Hebrews says that Jesus is “the radiance of the glory of God, the exact im-
print of his nature” (Hebrews 1:3). Paul says that Jesus is the one in whom the “whole full-
ness of deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). The apostle John writes that “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” (John 1:14).

Jesus is the most vivid display of who God is, as he says of himself: “Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father” (John 14:9). This means, in a deeply personal way, that the most im-
portant, all-encompassing “truth” of the universe is Jesus.

Nothing surpasses the fact of who Jesus is, and that he is real.

To live for the glory of God, then, is to witness to the glory of Jesus. It means we say, in 
word and deed, that Jesus is the supreme satisfaction of our souls. Everything that we truly 
need is found in him. He is enough for us. Saying this, and living this, exalts Jesus as the 
unique, glorious Savior that he is. The gnawing hunger of the human heart finds a feast in 
his wonder. The insatiable search for where we belong discovers home in his love. The tire-
less toil to earn God’s favor reaches its rest in his grace.

Even in Suffering

And this stays the same no matter the circumstance, which is precisely why it’s a witness to 
the sufficiency of Jesus. It is through the gains and losses, triumphs and setbacks, that Jesus 
shows himself enough for us.



Suffering isn’t a footnote to the true meaning of our lives, but a path for actually experienc-
ing the true meaning. When we suffer, it’s because God has brought us there to show that 
Jesus really is of surpassing worth, that his hope is beyond all comparison, that his near-
ness is enough (Philippians 3:8; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Timothy 4:17–18).

Indeed, Christ is always enough.

Welcoming New Members!

We have been so very blessed to see more new faces in our congregation! In February we 
will take time to welcome new members. If your family has been attending but is interest-
ed in the next step, we’d love to meet with you about membership! For the first step in the 
process, visit our website or click the link in the app titled “Become a Member.” There are a 
series of short videos that tell you about who we are and some basic beliefs that we share 
as a congregation regarding salvation, baptism, and church membership. After watching 
these videos, get with one of our pastors or elders and let them know you’d like to be-
come a member. We’ll want to sit down and get to know you and your testimony. After that, 
you’re family! In February we will have a special part of the service when we confirm our 
covenant relationship together with your family as a church. If you have questions, please 
feel free to reach out to Pastor Brandon or any of our other pastors or elders.

Help Needed!

We have been blessed to have so many new faces in our church. With many of those faces 
come other bright, tiny faces. The sights and sounds of children in our church are such a 
blessing! With this blessing comes the need for those with a heart to minister to our chil-
dren. The biggest need we have at the moment is for volunteers to help in the nursery. We 
have strived in the past to make serving in the nursery easy with a commitment of only one 
Sunday per month or less. Currently, we only have 3 adult volunteers. This means that we 
will regularly have 1-2 Sundays each month in which we aren’t able to offer a nursery min-
istry to families with small children, outside of having the space available for parents to use 
on their own. We are committed, as a church, to provide nursery ministry from within our 
own body. Several have asked about hiring a nursery worker to alleviate our lack of volun-
teers. Our elder board feels strongly that these positions should be filled with those who 
have partnered with us in membership to ensure that the ministry to our youngest chil-
dren is in accordance with and fulfilling the mission and vision of our church. We desire to 
see our children ministered to, encouraged with the Word, and prayed with and over in our 
nursery. This is about much more than childcare. This is body care. If you feel as if the Lord 
could use you to minister to our children in this way, Contact Holly Derrick or Taylor Pe-
terson for more information on scheduling and such. Children’s workers must be members 
of Northside and pass a background check prior to serving. Pray with us together that this 
ministry need will be filled joyfully by those in our body with a heart and gifting to do so. 



Giving Update
We are still praising God for enough! The Lord has brough us through 2022 and is lead-
ing us into 2023 with hope, faith, and trust that the Lord is still Jehovah Jireh! Continue to 
thank Him with us for His provision as we look expectantly towards His providence at work 
in our body in the coming year. It has been a walk of faith that has strectched and strength-
ened us as a church. I am looking for more of the same show of His sovereign power and 
inexhaustable mercy and grace in this year. As always, we have our financial chart included 
below. Not included in the chart are a few church and school projects that we would like to 
see taken care of this year. If you would like to know more about projects that will require 
special giving, contact myself or Pastor Scott and we can inform you about areas in which 
special giving would be a great help. 

I pray that as this year begins, that you will actively seek and see those mercies from the 
Lord that are new every morning. I pray that you would be sustained and blessed according 
to the glorious riches of our Father in Heaven, and that your giving would be stretched to 
accomplish all that the Lord has set before us this year. The Lord provides for the church 
through the church and I am continually thankful to serve alongside those who give faith-
fully and generously to the Kingdom work at hand!

-Pastor Brandon

The chart below reflects giving through the month of December. If you have any questions 
about giving or finances, feel free to call the church office and we’ll make time to discuss 
any thoughts or concerns you may have. (903) 693-6366
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