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Advent 2022 

 

Dear Members of First Methodist Church, 

 

On September 18th, the congregation voted, by 81%, to request release from The United 

Methodist denomination so we could maintain continuity and momentum in faith and ministry. 

 

On November 19th, the NC Annual Conference voted at a Special Session, by 85%, to permit the 

release of 249 congregations, including ours, from The United Methodist denomination. 

 

We have reincorporated and reclaimed our identity as First Methodist Church, Morehead City, 

which we were prior to 1968.  After completion of requirements set by our Conference Trustees, 

including payment of our exit fees, we shall receive full possession of our campus and buildings.  

Ministry continues as it always has with a new vigor for sharing Jesus and committed 

discipleship and outreach. 

 

Our pastors (Powell & Sarah) have requested recognition of their ordination and admission as 

clergy members by the Global Methodist Church, the new denomination founded this past May 

1st, to provide connection and continuity for the people called Methodist. 

 

This new denomination – with its transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline – will carry on 

all the benefits of a Methodist denomination – biblical faith, Wesleyan theology, connection 

among Christians and Churches globally, training/qualifying/and appointment of pastors, a 

vision for worship, evangelism, discipleship and mission rooted firmed in the Methodist 

Wesleyan tradition – and do so with a new streamlined structure – reduced appointments, limited 

terms for bishops, better accountability for clergy and congregations,  higher engagement with 

congregations about pastoral leadership, and a clear vision of Biblical identity and faithfulness.  

 

Next Sunday evening, December 11th, at 5pm we will hold a simple congregational meeting 

in the sanctuary. The first section will be a brief presentation of the Global Methodist Church 

and a time of questions/answers. Then we will vote on a motion to become connected to the 

Global Methodist Church.   

 

I believe this decision would best position us for continuing the good work of First Methodist 

Church, Morehead City.  We will not have to “reinvent the wheel”, but we will benefit from the 

unity of like-minded and hearted Wesleyan Methodist Christians.   

 

On the reverse is a one page brief on Reasons to Connect with the Global Methodist Church. I 

also encourage you to explore www.globalmethodist.org for other questions. Feel free to reach 

out to me this week if I can help. 

 

Blessings, 

 
 

Senior Pastor 

First Methodist Church 

http://www.globalmethodist.org/

