First Methodist Church Morehead City
Church Council Minutes
March 26, 2025

The Church Council of the First Methodist Church met on March 26, 2025 at 7:00 pm.  Members in attendance were: Dykeman Baily, Loretta Baily, Claudia Beamon, Linwood Brown, John Civils, Shanna DuMont, Matt Gay, Jenn Hill, Joe Kirk, Alan Leary, Kim McCoury, Sandra Norris, Pastor Powell, Fletcher Poulk, Matt Ritchie, and Sarah Williams.

Pastor Powell opened the meeting in prayer and Fletcher Poulk presented a devotional.  A motion was made to approve the minutes of the January 2025 meeting.  It was seconded and all approved.

Finance:  Linwood Brown
Linwood Brown reviewed the February 2025 Financial Report.

Trustees:   Dykeman Baily
· The Mundine property has sold and $214,711 has been deposited in the Church’s account.
· Working on the Bridges Street parking lot and working to update the Arendell Street parking lot.
· The Choir Room needs another HVAC unit so trustees are working on this.
· Discussing the solution to the Atrium entrance door staying open too long.
· Getting a quote to clean the Atrium floor.

Staff Parish Committee:  Matt Ritchie
· Moving in a positive direction in the search for a new pastor.
· The Church hired Miranda Routsong as Rise Music Leader.
· The committee proposed two resolutions.  The first resolution was to rename $20,000 of Pastor Sarah’s salary as part of her benefit as housing allowance to become tax free.  The second resolution was to rename $37,023 of Pastor Patrick’s salary as part of his benefit as housing allowance to become tax free.  The motion was seconded and all agreed.
· This year’s Lenten Services were the best attended ever.

Missions:  Jenn Hill
· The Missions committee met on February 10 (meets quarterly).
· The committee is still looking for a person to oversee lunches for Habitat for Humanity.
· Jenn is planning to present Missions Moments at each church service to promote awareness.
· Twenty-five people will travel to Costa Rica this summer.
· A Run/Walk will be held on May 17 to raise money for the Costa Rica trip.
· Waylon is organizing a team to feed the homeless.


Waverunners:  Claudia Beamon
· A trip to the Rudy Theater in Selma is planned for April 15.
· A trip to Bath and Washington is planned for May 14.
· An overnight trip to Manteo to see the Lost Colony is planned for June 10-11.

Lay Leaders:
· Lenten lunches have been great this season.
· New people are in church every Sunday.
· A going away party for Pastor Powell is scheduled for April 6.

Staff:
Kim McCoury reported that Easter signs will be distributed soon.
Shanna DuMont reported that the Easter egg hunt will be held on Saturday, April 5.  Shanna still needs Sunday School teachers.  The children’s choir is going well.
Pastor Sarah is getting ready for MHC.  Her goal is 80 kids and 10 different job sites.  Senior Sunday is May 4.

Pastor Sarah closed the meeting in prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Norris
