
 

 

First Methodist Church 

Church Council Meeting 

October 26, 2022 
 

The Church Council of the First Methodist Church met on Wednesday, October 26, 2022 at 7:00pm. 

Members present were Dykeman Baily, Dan Wade, Fletcher Poulk, Joe Kirk, Alan Leary, and Larry 

Hughes. Staff present were Kim McCoury and Shanna Du Mount. Pastors present were Patrick 

Whaley, Sarah Williams and Powell Osteen.  

 

Pastor Powell opened the meeting with prayer and Fletcher Poulk presented a devotional. A motion 

was made by Larry Hughes to approve the minutes of the September meeting and Dykeman Baily 

seconded. All approved.  

 
Finance: Pastor Powell  

-Pastor Powell review the September financial.  

-Giving was lower than normal again in September but finance remains unconcerned, believing that 

it was due to uncertainty about our future and will resolve within a few months. 

-We are on track to pay out all missions dollars before December.  

-In 2020, the Church Council voted to spend apportionments 2019. Finance has voted to restore from 

abundance what those apportionments would have been. This way, we will pay the associated costs 

to leave the United Methodist Church out of the apportionments that we have escrowed.  

-Finance voted that we will not pay our back apportionments but will only pay the costs associated to 
leave. 

-In January, we will begin our generosity campaign and encourage pledging.  

 

Trustees: Dykeman Baily 

-The gas appliances and gas lines have been installed and are running. 

-We have received an estimate for replacing the fan in the kitchen hood. The fan has been ordered 

and will be installed. 

-Still waiting on cabinets to be installed under new sinks. 

-Plaster repair is scheduled in the sanctuary tentatively for mid-November.  

-Waylon has had a company look at the third floor shower, but we are waiting on an estimate. 
-Trustees are looking at replacing the condensing units in the HVAC system in the fellowship hall. 

-The fire shutter is broken in the reception area. Dykeman is working with Overhead Door. 

-Technology upgrades are still in process in the conference room to upgrade our video conferencing 

ability. 

-Continuing to explore food truck/trailer options. 

-Window cleaning is planned for the north side of the Arendell building.  

-Mechworks discovered an air handler in the Arendell building that needs to be replaced soon. There 

are 18 total systems in our buildings.  

-There continues to be discussion on van purchase but no decisions have been made.  

-Waylon wishes to add a fryer to the kitchen. Trustees will discuss next meeting. 
-Myra will make sure the plaques under the stained glass windows in the sanctuary will be put back 

in place.  

-Trustees continue to look at options for upgrades to the Arendell parking lot.  

 

Staff Parish: Pastor Powell 

-Allison Graham continues to recover. 



 

 

-We welcome Shanna Du Mont! And are happy to invest in children and youth. 

-We continue to work on office space. 

-Jason Ketchum has resigned due to family demands. Katie Dixon is helping to cover and Powell has 

begun the search for a new leader. 
-ELC has interviewed two potential candidates for a new director as Vera will retire in December. 

-Rachel Mundine has her pet scan in December. As she battles cancer, she continues to loose weight. 

Powell and Ralph have begun talking about a job search, though Rachel will continue to play the 

organ as long as she is able and we will take care of her.  

-On November 13, we will have Rachel Mundine appreciation day in both our traditional services 

followed by a light reception.  

-Staff parish and finance desire to create a pension program for our lay employees and are exploring 

options with Wespath and a local broker. This will be in the January budget.  

 

Missions: Fletcher 

-Missions voted to give $500 to the Coastal Pregnancy Care Center this year out of Miscellaneous 

Outreach and will include CPCC in our planned missional giving in the 2023 budget. 

 

Worship: Larry Hughes 

-Lovefeast is scheduled for December 4th at 5pm.  

-A Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for Nov. 2nd. 

-Kate McCoury will serve as the acolyte for All Saints Sunday on Nov. 6th. 

-Kim McCoury is working on our Advent sign. The Advent theme is “This Shall Be a Sign for You.” 

-Journey to Bethlehem is planned for December 18th. 
-Church wide Christmas Caroling will happen on December 23rd during the afternoon.  

-Christmas Eve: 3pm Rise, 5 pm Sanctuary, 7 pm Sanctuary and 11 pm Sanctuary. We will not have 

a 7 pm Rise and the 3 pm Rise will be both a children’s service and contemporary worship 

experience.  

-Christmas Day we will only have an 11 am service.  

-January 1st we will only have 9:45 and 11 am services.  

 

Waverunners: Kim McCoury 

-Tryon Palace November 28, spaces are still available.  

 
Discipleship: Fletcher  

-Fletcher’s Sunday school class continues to grow. 

 

Discipleship: Shanna  

-Children’s ministry continues to grow. Volunteers are needed. On October 30th after the Rise 

service, Shanna will host a Sunday school teachers training session.  

-Trunk or Treat is coming up on October 30th 

 

Other Business: 

-Gift for Florida Relief: Fletcher opened the floor to discuss  our support of hurricane relief efforts in 
Florida. Some discussion was had about which channel we should use to donate. UMCOR, WCA, 

Advanced Special, and GMC are all options for giving 100% to relief efforts. Powell will continue to 

research the best option. Dykeman made a motion to give $10,000 from abundance to be given to the 

channel to be determined by Powell. Larry seconded. Motion passed.  

-BSA: The position of the United Methodist Church is that churches should not re-charter troops due 

to bankruptcy and restructuring. That changes our relationship with our troop. It is suggested that 



 

 

regional district council become the charter organization. However, our troop has secured VFW 8986 

in Newport as a charter organization. We will fill out a facility use plan with our troop and pack if 

they wish to continue using our space. In the leadership of our pack, only 1 is a church attendee. In 

the leadership of the troop, there are 8 church members, though some are inactive. We lament any 
potential loss of connection with the troop. One of our endowments will continue to help support the 

troop.  

-Update on Disaffiliation- Pastor Powell: We are continuing to work through the process of 

submitting all requirements. We are working with sign companies about outdoor signage. After we 

submit, we will receive notice that our submissions have been approved. We can still continue to use 

our hymnals, as they are our property. Powell opened the floor to discuss a name change for the 

church for our Articles of Incorporation, which must be changed as part of this process. Dykeman 

moved to change our name to First Methodist Church, incorporated. Larry seconded. Dykeman 

amended to allow First Methodist Church of Morehead City, incorporated if necessary. All approved. 

We must also offer members of our congregation the opportunity to remain United Methodist. Powell 
will write a letter to our congregation, sharing the results of the vote and the pathways for members 

to remain United Methodist. So far, we have had 5 withdrawals; of the 5, 3 were inactive. After the 

annual conference vote in November, we will have a congregational meeting and vote to determine 

whether we will join the Global Methodist denomination or be independent. The smoothest transition 

would be to vote to join the GMC effective January 1.  

 

Lay Leader: Alan Leary 

-Looking forward to a new year as we continue to grow.  

-Rise brunch was a huge success.  
 

Staff Updates: 

-Kim: New computers have been installed. Sound upgrades are also in process for the Fellowship 

hall and live-stream. 

-Patrick: November 8 and 13 Patrick will host Surviving the Holidays. Patrick is restarting a ministry 

to help caregivers of homebound members. Patrick is also restarting lay shepherding visits in 

facilities and for homebound members. $240,000 has been given for Ukraine relief and all has been 

given to Methodist Churches in Ukraine. Patrick is on the radio every Monday afternoon on 107.1 to 

give updates.  

-Sarah: Youth ministry retreat planned for November 11-13. 
-Powell: Waylon and Powell went to look at a food trailer this afternoon and a proposal will be 

coming because something like that would be an asset for ministry. The owner is the son of a 

Methodist preacher. We have about $38,000 in our downeast fund and Powell is working with Pam 

Roberson. We could potentially give it to the Carteret Community Foundation because there is a 

matching option. This would allow it to become a scholarship for East Carteret Students to have a 

scholarship to pursue a trade.  

 

We dismissed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  


