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STUDY

Digging Deeper into "The Sermon on the Mount"
1.Take time to flip through chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew. Which section or
which teaching has hit you the hardest during our study of Jesus' Sermon

on the Mount?
2.Has anyone used the wisdom found in the Sermon on the Mount in a real-
life situation since we started studying this a few months ago?
3.1f someone outside the church asked you, “What is Jesus really after in the
Sermon on the Mount?” how would you answer in a sentence or two?
4.0ur scripture last week and this week combine to comprise a unified section
or theme of Jesus' teaching that calls us to exercise godly wisdom as we
deal with people and relationships. Let's read Matthew 7:1-12.
5.Verses 1-2 and verse 12 form the bookends of this section of teaching. Read
them out loud again and then decide as a group what the core message is
for us to take from this section as disciples of Jesus.
6.How do these verses protect us from two opposite dangers: being harsh and
judgmental on one hand, & being passive or silent about truth on the other?
7.Now let's go back and walk through the 2" half of this teaching section,
which was the subject of our sermon this week. Have someone read
Matthew 7, verse 6.
8.From the sermon this week, what are the pearls Jesus is talking about?
9.And who are the 'dogs' and 'pigs?"
10.This is a tricky piece of the sermon to handle. Can you think of any examples
for today of someone we shouldn't share the pearls of the gospel with?
11.Why does it take humility and wisdom—not fear or pride—to know when to
speak and when to remain silent?



12.We don't hear a lot of testimonies of people who became Christians after
someone angrily argued them into belief. Why do we not need to bring
verbal sledgehammers with us to do evangelism?

13.How can anger, frustration, or fear subtly distort our withess—even when we
believe we are defending truth?

14.We don't have to write off people we love who are completely closed off and
opposed to the gospel. While not giving them our pearls until their hearts
soften, what can we do as we wait for God to change their heart?In what
ways can our lives and relationships “preach” the gospel while we wait for
the right moment to speak?

15.Have someone read Matthew 7:7-11 again. Why does Jesus, in giving us
wisdom for dealing with tough relationships with people, call us to prayer?

16.How does prayer lead us to wisdom, and being wise, with difficult people
and in tricky situations?

17.Jesus tells us to 'ask, seek, and knock.' What about those three verbs stick
out to you in regards to how we are to pray to our Father?

18.Have someone reread verses 9-11. Jesus is reminding us that God is good
and He loves answering our prayers by giving us good things. Why do you
think Jesus put this reminder in here, right after calling us to 'ask, seek, and
knock?'

19.What is the golden rule, aka, verse 12 of Matthew chapter 77?

20.What is a situation in your life right now where you are needing to do a
better job of loving someone than you are currently are doing?

21.Does anyone need prayer for wisdom from God on how to handle a tough
relationship or situation right now?

PRAYER



