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Welcome to
St. Peter Lutheran
Ash Wednesday Service
February 18th, 2026, 7pm
with Holy Communion
and Imposition of Ashes

Today is Ash Wednesday and the official beginning of the 40 days of Lent, counting every day except Sundays through Easter.  Our Ash Wednesday and Sunday Lenten theme is “Hope Lives Here, My Heart -Christ’s Home”

PRELUDE

WELCOME by Pastor Tim

INVOCATION 

HYMN: 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus, v1-3

The Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1-13 
The Passover
12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-9 
Jesus and Zacchaeus
19 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Zacchaeus Sing-Along
THE FAMILY MESSAGE: The Painting of the Door 

CONFESSION: Daniel 9:2-6 
Daniel’s Prayer for His People 
 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

A Moment of Silence to Repent of our Sins.

Celebration Choir: My Song is Love Unknown  

Isaiah 61:1-3 
The Year of the LORD's Favor
61 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
    because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor; 
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes…

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

HOLY COMMUNION: Imposition of Ashes
Receive Ashes for Repentance and a Cross for Forgiveness

HYMN: 607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee, v1-5
HYMN: 618 I Come, O savior to Thy Table, v1-5

Matthew 4:1-11 
The Temptation of Jesus
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, 

All:	“It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, 

ALL:	“Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, 

All:	“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me, v1-5  
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One of the traditional spiritual exercises for Lent is to give up something, for example, maybe an unhealthy food choice. It’s like physical fasting, but how does it help you with your walk with Jesus? This year if you are going to give something up, replace it with something spiritual. Or just add a spiritual exercise instead of giving up. A spiritual exercise can be daily prayer or devotion time, reading the Bible each day, attending all the church services, inviting someone to church, helping others, etc.…

Let Pastor Tim know what you are adding this Lenten season to enhance your relationship with Jesus.
 Wednesdays’ Lenten Services
6:00 pm Potluck Dinner & 7:00 pm Worship
Children’s Message at all services:
Boot Camp for Soldiers!
Missionary Pastor Dan Schmelzer preaching on the Three Centurions 
March 4th, March 18th and March 25th
April 1st Maundy Thursday 7pm
April 2nd Good Friday at 7pm

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Pastor Dan will be teaching on his book, Three Centurions
 
Special Choir Concerts
February 25th at 7pm: His Little Feet
March 10th: Concordia University Seward Nebraska
Invite a friend to one of these awesome, family-friendly events!

Sunday Theme: 
“Hope Lives Here! My Heart - Christ’s Home” 
8:15am Liturgical & 10:15am New Song 
February 22nd - The Dining Room 
March 1st - The Library
March 8th - The Kitchen
March 15th - The Backyard 
March 22nd – Palm Sunday: The Bedroom 
April 4th – Easter: The Garage  
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