THE MINISTRY AND PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT


I. Introduction:  There is much confusion about the Holy Spirit. It likely relates to:
A. Terminology.
1. Spirit/Ghost.  Terms traditionally related to strange invisible and evil powers or out of body souls that do us harm.
2. Tongues.  Strange activities are sometimes associated with tongues in some churches.
3. Word of knowledge y Baptism in the spirit and with fire.  Unknown or poorly defined words that seldom get explained in church. 
B. Theology.  There are different doctrines and beliefs about the Holy Spirit in different theological camps. These different viewpoints can be polemic.  For example, some say that some manifestations of the Spirit like tongues are “of the devil.  While others say that if you do not speak in tongues, you are not saved. 
C. Satanic Attack.  The dynamic of the Holy Spirit is a threat to Satan and his kingdom thus he seeks to diminish and obscure that powerful work.  When the Devil loses your soul, he will continue to work against you to minimize your impact on others.
1. In the NT you only se Satan battling believers, the Church, Jesus, and Michael the ark angel. It appears that demons can handle the unbelievers and the world. 
2. The Holy Spirit brings power, and the Enemy does not want that power released against him.  In Act 1:8 the term used for power in Greek is dunamis.  Dunamis is the root for our words dynamic and dynamite.  This is an EXPLOSIVE topic!
a. Before being sent into the world as witnesses for the resurrected Christ, His disciples had to be empowered with the H.S.  Note that they were not empowered in order to please their personal desires, but to fulfill the desires of God.
b. Before being empowered the disciples were also purified. The blood of Christ had to be shed on the Cross to wash them of their sins to prepare them for their mission.  Just like a battery cannot transmit its power through corroded terminals, neither can we be instruments of God until we have been born again and cleansed in Christ. 
D. Special note:  we are not interested so much in precise terminology.  We are interested in experiencing the reality of the H.S. in our lives.  How I hope that this Bible study will open our hearts and minds to the full and true dynamics of the Holy Spirit. 
II. The Teaching of the H.S by Jesus in His Upper Room Discourse (John 14 y 16).
A. John 16:4-7.  Helps us answer the question Why was the H.S sent?
1. Because of Jesus limitations geographically.  Philippians 2:7,8 teaches us that our Lord “made himself of no reputation taking the form of a bondservant”.  Though Jesus never stopped being God (John 5:18, Colossians 2:9) he did empty himself of his right to manifest his divinity at will.  He became a servant and did only what He was instructed to do by his Heavenly Father (John 5:30).  He chose to limit his incomparable Powers to the times, places and people that His Heavenly Father directed (think of an atomic reactor funneling all its power into just one light socket. A human servant is limited to serve in just one place geographically at a time.  But it was prophesied in Psalms 139:7-10 that the Spirit’s ministry would be constant and everywhere. Because the H.S. dwells in all true believers, God has a global army of servants awaiting His orders.  I can name 7 mission fields in 7 seconds around the globe to illustrate this:  1) Peru: John Bonner.  2) Nicaragua: Pastor Cornelio.  3) Honduras: Pastors Eduardo and Ludy.  4) Vanuatu: Tad Slaughter.  5) Nigeria, West Africa:  Pastor Jibir.  6) Ukraine: Jacoby and Lera.  7) Japan:  Jon Wilson.  And there are hundreds of millions more.
2. Because of our limitations spiritually.
a. We know, as John the Baptist knew, that we are not the Christ.  We could imitate him with all our strength and still fail to match Jesus.  Imitation is a losing game. 
b. But impartation is something else entirely.  To impart is to indwell. Let me give you an example…I have never been good at mechanics.  There was a time I tried to repair a simple generator for 8 hours and only managed to make matters worse.  I have been consistently unsuccessful imitating a mechanic.  But I have a friend named Delmar Brown who is a lifelong mechanic that had to work with limited spare parts in a third world country.  That guy can fix just about any motor.  If it were possible for him to take possession of my body and take control of my hands that day I was working on the generator, he would have fixed in 30 minutes or less! This is similar to what the H.S. can do with our limitations when we let him. As he imparted himself into the writers of the scriptures (2 Peter 1:20-21) he imparts himself into us to guide our service for the Lord.
i. Jesus explains in John 14:16 that he would send another like himself to be with us.  In Christ we are never alone or orphaned as His Spirit never leaves us or forsakes us, PTL.
ii. Verses 17 y 18 adds that He is not only by our side, but that He is in us as well.  The disciples of Christ once filled with the Spirit were together able to “do the works that Christ did and even greater works” (Juan 14:12).  We too, imparted with the H.S. join in those immeasurable kingdom works.
iii. Let’s learn to surrender to his will and guidance of the H.S. and enjoy his presence and work.
B. John 16:7-14.  As we continue in the Upper Room Discourse, we will note three principal areas of the H.S.’s ministry.
1. Console the Believer.  John 16:7 y 14:16 use the word “comforter”.  Comforter in Greek is paraclete, and it is a compound word.  Para signifies to be near or with.  Clete means to help, console, or strengthen.  So the paraclete, our divine counselor, is one drawn near to help, counsel, or strengthen.  How wonderful is that!  Sometimes the Holy Spirit works directly with us and other times he works through the people he indwells, the body of Christ, the church (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).  If your heart yearns for comfort now, wait no longer.  Close your eyes and ask the father for the help, comfort, and strength that He has sent His Spirit to give you.
2. Convict the World.  In John 16:8-11 Jesus describes a unique ministry of the H.S.  It is a ministry of great importance but very little recognition. 
a. He convicts humanity of sin.  Let’s be honest.  Sinners sin and some more than others.  The unbeliever is not really capable of resisting temptation.  He or she does not have the power of the H.S.to say no to sin.  But the good news to the world, according to Matthew 12:31 and 1 John 2:2, is that all our sins can be forgiven.  That’s amazing!  But there is one sin that can never be forgiven:  and Jesus called it the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-32).  So, if one continues to reject these three convictions of the H.S., there comes a time when that offence toward and rejection of God’s earthly agent that offers forgiveness and transformation, will cease to convict and extend that free gift of salvation.
b. He convicts humanity of righteousness. Many believe that they are essentially good and more or less just.  They would say that they don’t do anything really that bad, especially compared with the hypocrites in the Church or specific people obviously worse than them in some specific area. But the H.S. testifies of Christ (John 15:26) that is the only measurement and true manifestation of righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Everything will be measured against Christ’s perfect standard and only in this way can a sinner recognize his or her need of salvation. (Romans 3:19-24).
c. He Convicts humanity of the coming judgment.  This conviction is both sad and necessary.  As many of us already know, our Lord spoke more frequently about God’s judgement and Hell than even Heaven (Matthew 13:36-43, 47-50).  You see, if someone does not know the consequences of rejecting the Good News of Christ, he or she will have one more excuse for not listening to the Holy Spirit. The coming judgement is primarily for Satan, but those who reject God’s escape plan, will find themselves uncovered by the blood of the Lamb of God, and unforgiven for their numerous sins against Him.
It is important to note that this ministry in not given to people!  It is not our job to try and bring people into conviction.  Our job is to love (Luke 10:27, John 13:35).
3. Communicate Truth.  John 16:12-14 with 14:17,26 teaches us at least three things.
a. It is impossible to understand the Bible apart from the revelation of the H.S. (1 Corinthians 2:10,14).  The H.S. is like a private theology tutor as we read through and pray in the scriptures (1 John 2:20,21,27).
i. We receive revelation because of His love for us (1 Corinthians 2:9).
ii. The H.S. is omniscient / knows all (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).  If you are lacking in some spiritual truth or even practical wisdom for your life, have you sincerely asked in prayer for it?  The results are given to you by the Holy Spirit.  
iii. Until one is saved there will be confusion about spiritual things.  Once we trust in Christ there can be much greater understanding (1Corinthians 2:12-16).  What a difference it makes when we invite and let the H.S. illuminate Bible texts through prayer.  
b. The H.S. only speaks what he hears from the Lord.  Let’s read verse 13 carefully. 
i. This means that everything that the H.S. speaks will be in agreement with the teachings of Christ and that no manifestation of the H.S. (1 Corinthians 12) will contradict the Word of God.  Revelations that disagree with the scriptures have been the source of failure for many false prophets like Joseph Smith (Mormons), Mohamed (Islam), Mary Baker Eddy (Christian Science), etc.
ii. This also means that any church truly moved by the H.S. will focus on the H.S. itself, but rather like the Spirit, seek to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the early church this was certainly the case, that filled with and empowered by the H.S. they could not stop talking about Jesus! (Acts 4:18, 5:28).
c. The H.S. is a person and not some force.  Members of the faith movement describe the H.S. this way sometimes literally saying that “the H.S. is a force and our words are the container of that force.” But the H.S. is a person and not a power to be wielded like a superhero a Greek god conjuring up lightning to punish innocent earthly mortals.
i. Grammar states it.  He will guide, He will speak He will glorify Jesus.  He is a pronoun to signify people.
ii. Theology supports it.  People have personalities and so does the H.S.  Just to get us started…
A. According to Romans 8:26,27 the H.S. has compassion, can pray, and has a mind.
B. According to 1 Corinthians 12:11 the H.S. has a will.
C. According to Ephesians 4:30 the H.S. has emotions and we are warned not to sadden Him.  
III. The Personality of the H.S. Illustrated by the dove. This is the first illustration of the H.S. mentioned in the O.T. and N.T. and reveals much about His personality.
A. Key Texts:
1. Genesis 1:2. In this verse, God is painting in our minds a precious, albeit indirect, picture a bird that moves, or more literally vibrates (Deuteronomy 32:11), over her young.  And this in the moment of confusion and disorder. 
2. Genesis 8:6-12.  This is the history of Noah and the great flood.  We cut into the story when the flood waters have begun to recede.  It was the crow that was first sent by Noah to investigate.  This black, nervous, and scavenger bird did not come back to Noah.  Next was sent a dove that is white, tranquil, and eater of seeds.  These two birds show the stark contrast between the flesh and the Spirit.  Notice how the dove was sent three times.  This easily relates to the three seasons of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.
a. V. 8,9.  In the season of the O.T. there is not much mention of the H.S.  Like in this story the H.S. did not find initially any place to land.  As Christ had not yet come or been Crucified, shedding His blood to wash all believers in Christ, He could not dwell in people that were like unpurified temples.  He would only land, so to speak, on select individuals.  Some examples include Jephthah, Elisha, Sampson, and David.
b. V. 10.11.  The first time the H.S. dwells constantly in a human being is in the person of Jesus, beginning with conception.  This is the second season of the H.S.  Jesus never knew sin and came preaching the gospel of peace represented by the olive branch. 
c. V. 12.  The third season of the Holy Spirit is represented by the fact that “the dove did not return any more to the arc” which is to say that it found abundant opportunity to land.  In the age of the church believers are the temple of the H.S. and each one has been sealed by Him (Ephesians 1:13-14).
B. The Symbolism of the Dove
1. Maternity.  Genesis 1:2 con Salmo 91:1-4 points to the feminine qualities of God.
a. We have God the Father.  We honor him clearly in Jesus’ prayer… “Our Father who art in heaven.”
b. We have God the Son, Jesus. We identify easily with our brother Jesus that became human and walked this earth with us.  Romans 8:29, Hebrews 2:11, and Proverbs 18:24.
c. We have also God the Holy Spirit that functions so often in the role of a mother. 
i. It is interesting that in Greek the word Spirit (pneuma) is neither designated masculine nor feminine but rather neuter even while clearly describing a person. And in Hebrew, (ruach), is designated feminine.  This simply opens us up to consider qualities not necessarily masculine.
ii. In Isaiah 66:12 and 13, God ministers like a mother, as a comforter, which we know is the Holy Spirit. 
2. Peace.  It is the presence of the H.S. that indwells us and permits us to have peace in any circumstance. 
a. Romans 14:17 says that the kingdom of God is precisely righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.
b. Philippians 4:5-7 explains to us how enter into this peace. 
c. Acts 7:54-60 give the example of Stephen that remained tranquil during his execution as he was “full of the Holy Spirit.  
3. Purity.  The dove has in his feathers a special oil that serves as a seal (think scotch guard spray) that keeps dirt from sticking.  Think with me… have you ever seen a dirty dove? 
a. It is described in Exodus 30 the holy oil that was produced by the priests for the anointing of the servants of the Lord. 
b. The presence of the H.S. protects us from dirt and contamination of the world according to Galatians 5:16.
4. Tenderness.  In Matthew 10:16 Christ exhorts us to be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves”.  Once the Spirit takes the helm of our lives, we are not likely to be aggressive or threatening like the dove.  It is the parrot that speaks in dissonant tones and the eagle that screeches menacingly.  The dove however tranquilly coos.
5. Sensibility.  
a. The dove is one of the few birds that mates for life, and many have observed signs of grief when their mate dies. 
b. The H.S. can be offended and grieved according to Ephesians 4:30. The context (verses 23-32) suggests that it is our sin that divides us and hurts the heart of God.  
C. The Posture that Receives the H.S.  Genesis 8:9-10 illustrates the attitude that invites the H.S. will land on us or come upon us.  See how Noah extended his hand toward the H.S. with the intent to receive it and have it land on him.  The model is not to remain with our arms crossed saying within ourselves that “if the H.S. seeks me out I am willing”.  But rather actively invite his invasion of our lives with the Biblical notions of “fill me” (Ephesians 5:18), “flow through me” (John 7:38), “come upon me” (Luke 1:35), and “give me your power” (Acts 1:8).
D. Other Symbols of the H.S. in the Scriptures that you can study out: 
1. The Seal: symbolizes security and possession.  Song of Songs 4:12, John 6:27, 2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, Ephesians 4:30, 2 Timothy 2:19, Revelation 7:3-8.
2. Oil: symbolizes consecration and instruction.  Exodus 30:25-38. Leviticus 21:10, Luke 4:18, Acts 10:38, 2 Corinthians 1:21, Hebrews 1:9, James 5:14,15, 1 John 2:27. 
3. Fire: symbolizes purification and penetration.  Exodus 3:2, Exodus 19:18, Malachi 3:2, Matthew 3:2, Acts 2:3, Hebrews 12:29, Revelation 4:5.
4. Water: symbolizes purity, life, and abundance.  Psalm 45:9, Isaiah 64:3, John 3:5, John 4:14, John 7:37,38.
a. As rain, the Spirit demonstrates its heavenly source from which it come abundantly and free.  Deuteronomy 32:2, Psalms 72:6 Psalms 84:6, Hosea 6:3, Jeremiah 5:24, Zechariah 10:1, Acts 2:16-18.
b. As a river the Spirit demonstrates its limitless source of life and health. Psalms 1:3, Psalms 66:4, Ezekiel 47:1-12, John 7:38.
c. As the dew, the Spirit demonstrates refreshment and provision.  Deuteronomy 32:2, Psalms 133:3, Job 29:19, Hosea 14:5.
5. Wind: symbolizes power and mystery.  Isaiah 40:7, Ezekiel 37:9, John 3:8, Acts 2:2.
6. Clothes: symbolizes a rich and complete covering and equipping. Judges 6:34, 1 Chronicles 12:18, 2 Chronicles 24:20, Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8.
IV. The Deity of the H.S.
A. The H.S. is not simply a dynamic power but rather the person of God with all His attributes. 
1. The H.S. is omnipresent:  Salmo 139:7
2. The H.S. is omniscient:  1 Corinthians 2:10.11
3. The H.S. is omnipotent:  Lucas 1:34.35
4. The H.S. is eternal:  Hebrews 9:14
B. The H.S. is a member of the Holy Trinity.
1. Although the H.S. may be the third person of the trinity, that does not mean that he is in third place.  There is neither competition nor preferences with the godhead but rather harmony and cooperation. 
a. In Creation:  The participation of the Father (Genesis 1:1), the Son (John 1:1-3), and the H.S. (Genesis 1:2) is clearly seen coordinated as source, means, and strength,
b. In Prayer:  We pray to the Father (Matthew 6:9), in the name of the Son (John 14:13,14, Ephesians 5:20), through eh power of the H.S. (Romans 8:26,27).
2. Illustrations of the Trinity:  Although no illustration of the Trinity is perfect for such a profound reality, these examples open our mind up to how three can be one.  
a. The egg is made up of shell, white, and yoke but is singularly an egg. 
b. The apple has a peel, flesh, and core but remains an apple. 
c. Biblically speaking, people are triune like God, made of body, soul, and spirit (1 Thessalonians. 5:23) 
d. People can also have multiple identities.  For example, at times my dad had to be three men in one, all at the same time.  He was of course my father, but on a masonry job he balanced also being my boss, and an unstoppable co-laborer and friend.
e. Water takes the forms of gas (steam), liquid (water), and solid (ice) but never deviates from it’s chemical composition of H2O.  It can even be all three simultaneously at the perfect temperature and pressure (273.16 K and a partial vapor pressure of 611.66 pascals).  In this “triple point” there is a “thermodynamic equilibrium” between the three states and they co-exist.
3. Key Biblical Passages that Reveal the Trinity:
a. Genesis 1:1. The word for God in this verse is the Hebrew word Elohim and this noun is in the plural form.    El = singular, elah = two, elohim = 3+.  But it is combined with a verb in its singular tense.  So, we get the concept of the trinity from the very first verse of the Bible!  In 1:26 and 11:4 we also get Elohim referring to himself as “us” instead of “I”!
b. Deuteronomy 6:4. This verse is called the great “shamah” (the big “listen up”) that is the most basic confession of the Hebrew faith.  It is the first verse that Jewish parents usually teach their young children and is the verse most often quoted.  This verse declares, as does Genesis 1:1, that their God (Elohim – plural of 3+) is ONE LORD (YHWH – Jehovah o Yahweh).  A similar concept is how we as individuals are one body in Christ and worship with one voice… plurality in unity.
c. One text, spoken three different times, by each the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
i. Isaiah 6:9-10 was spoken here by the “LORD” (v.8) that was the Father of the Jews (Exodus 4:22 and Isaiah 64:8) that was seen on His heavenly throne and worshiped by the angels (Is. 6:1-4).
ii. Isaiah 6:9-10 was fulfilled by the Son Jesus in John 12:37-40 but with v.41 you see the one who spoke it and was seen in all His glory.  Here it is the Christ, the Jewish Messiah - Jesus himself.  How incredible is that! 
iii. Isaiah 6:9-10 was said to have been spoken also by the Holy Spirit according to Paul in Acts 28:25-27.  So, the Apostle Paul equates the Holy Spirit to the Lord of Glory as well! 
d. In a similar way we see in the NT that Jesus was resurrected by the Father, Son, and H.S.  In Acts 2:32 we see Jesus resurrected by Father God.  In John 2: we see Jesus resurrected by himself.  In Romans 8:11 we see Jesus resurrected by the Holy Spirit.
e. 1 John 5:7 says, “For there are three that bear witness in heaven:  the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.”
f. Acts 5:1-4 is possibly the easiest and clearest proof of the deity of the Holy Spirit in the scriptures.  You need only read and point out that when one lies to the H.S. (v.3) he or she is lying to God himself (v.4).
g. Bonus:  Revelation 1:8 gives us another proof of the deity of Christ.  According to the Jehovah Witnesses, this verse speaks only of the Heavenly Father.  But when it is compared to chapter 22, verses 12, 13, and 16, it is clearly seen that the speaker of all of chapter 22 is Jesus and is declared to be the Alfa and Omega, Beginning and End.  There is no mistake.  Jesus is God and the Lamb of God shares the throne with the Father (Revelation 22:1,3). 
h. Matthew 3:16,17 gives a vivid example of the simultaneous operation of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
i. Matthew 28:19 points out that baptism into the Body of Christ is commanded to be done in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Why then did the Disciples in the book of Acts on three occasions (8:16, 10:48, and 19:5) baptize in the name of Jesus?  (Note that there is a very vocal denomination that insists that there is no salvation except when baptized by them in the name of Jesus only).  The reason is so simple when you see that see that the scriptures teach repeatedly the Trinity and understand that the nature and character of God is revealed in Jesus.  Hebrews 1:1-4 declares that Jesus is the very manifestation of God.  So, to baptize someone in the name of Jesus is simply synonymous with baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and H.S. as they are one and share one nature.  There was no difference to the NT believers!
4. We have a need for the Trinity.  Though we may not fully understand it we do need each member of the trinity and enjoy relationships with each member on a daily basis.  
a. The Heavenly Father, like our earthly father, supplies our needs and we depend on Him.  He oversees our growth and at times administers correction.
b. The Son, as our elder brother, is very relatable in his human form and speaks freely with us and instructs us on any matter.  He has experienced every aspect of human life and even been tempted just as we have been.  He also knows how we feel and shares our emotions.  
c. The Holy Spirit covers us with compassion and consolation.  He, like our mothers who cared for us in our weakness, also encourages us and empowers us.
V. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
A. The difference the Baptism of the H.S. makes in the life of the Believer. The example of the Apostle Peter.
1. In Acts chapter 2 we encounter Peter boldly preaching the gospel which was the power of God for the salvation of 3000 people that day.  But some 50 days prior Peter was fleeing from the ministry and returning to his old profession of fishing (John 21:3).  What produced this dramatic change of direction in such a short time?  Let’s take a look at Peter’s history.
a. He began as a willing disciple. (Matthew 4:18-20).
b. There were some moments he had great faith like the time he walked on water (Matthew 14:22-33).
c. In John 1:42 and Matthew 16:17 Christ recognized Peter’s spiritual instability and vacillations not unlike the prophet Jonah.  Simon, his old name, means “sand” according to some).  Nevertheless, Jesus promised to make him like a rock (Peter means little rock).
d. There were times when Peter spoke something true in one breath and something untrue in the next (Matthew 16:16 with 16:21-23; Matthew 17:4,5).
e. In the Garden of Gethsemane Peter could not watch and pray with Christ for even one hour (Matthew 26:40,41).  It was there as well that Peter wildly drew his sword and cut off the ear of an innocent man’s in order to defend the Lord (Matthew 26:47-53).
f. Peter denied being associated with Jesus three times. (Matthew 26:69-75).
g. As we already mentioned he abandoned his ministry, returning to an old way of life (Juan 21:3).
h. We waited with the other disciples for the “Promise of the Father” (Acts 1:12-14).
i. He was influential in wrongly (I believe), naming Mathias as an apostle (Acts 1:15-26).  Paul was a better replacement for Judas, and we never hear from Mathias again.
2. After Acts 2:14 we encounter Peter much stronger, stable, brave, wise, winsome, and self-controlled that wins many to Christ.  Acts 2:1-13 describes the great change and verse 3 marks the exact moment when he received his new power when the Holy Spirit came over him, making him Jesus’ witness starting in Jerusalem (Acts 1:8).
B. The Three Kinds of Relationship with the Holy Spirit
We need to take time to explain the importance of three Little Greek prepositions[footnoteRef:1] that the Bible utilizes to distinguish between three different kinds of relationship that exist between people and the Holy Spirit.   [1:  A preposition is a word—and almost always a very small, very common word—that shows direction (to in "a letter to you"), location (at in "at the door"), or time (by in "by noon"), or that introduces an object (of in "a basket of apples"). Prepositions are typically followed by an object, which can be a noun (noon), a noun phrase (the door), or a pronoun (you). The most common prepositions are at, by, for, from, in, of, on, to, and with. Other common prepositions are about, above, across, after, against, along, among, around, because of, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, close to, down, during, except, inside, instead of, into, like, near, off, on top of, onto, out of, outside, over, past, since, through, toward, under, until, up, upon, within, without.  “Anywhere a squirrel can go.”] 

1. With.  This preposition in Greek is para and signals the first kind of relationship with the H.S.  In John 14:17 we see Christ apply this to his disciples who have not yet been regenerated as He had not yet been sacrificed as the Lamb of God.  The H.S. was near to them but was not yet dwelling in them because they had not yet been washed of their sins by the blood of Christ.  The Bible teaches that the natural man does not yet understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 2:14).  Therefore, it is necessary that people be drawn (John 6:44) into the Kingdom of God and illuminated in order to understand spiritual truth.  Later in this discourse, Jesus explains how it is the Holy Spirit that convicts those in the world of “sin, righteousness, and judgment” (John 16:8-11).  I believe this is part of what is happening when Christ stands at the door of our hearts and knocks (Revelation 3:20).  There is for this kind of relationship a negative reaction spoken of in Acts 7:51 called “resisting the Holy Spirit”.  When persisted in, this can result in the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” or the rejection of God’s agent of salvation. (Matthew 12:31-32).  In Genesis 6:3 God says, “my spirit will not strive with man forever”. This means that a moment can arrive when, like when mankind of Noah’s day, the H.S. no longer draws near to give conviction and invitation.  Truly the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).  However, a positive reaction to the Holy Spirit with you leads to the second kind of relationship with the H.S.
2. In.  This preposition is similar to the English word “in”.  It is en and signals the second kind of relationship with the Holy Spirit.  According to Ephesians 1:13 we are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise once we have heard the Gospel and believed in Jesus.  In that moment we have been born again or born of the Spirit (John 3:3-6) and Christ, by His Spirit begins to dwell in us (Colossians 1:17).  Christ spoke of the same experience in John 14:17 and his disciples experienced this relation for the first time when the Resurrected Lord breathed on them and said, “receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:19-22).  Romans 8:9 y 2 Corinthians 13:5 also reinforce this truth.  The negative reaction for this potential relationship with the H.S. we find in Ephesians 4:30. The apostle Pablo exhorts the Ephesian believers to not “grieve the Holy Spirit of God.”  We can do this, according to verses 29 and 31 by our sins, in particular sins against other people.  How much richer is our relationship to the Lord when we steer clear of sin!  So, when we respond positively to the second type of relationship with the Holy Spirit, we are ready for the third.
3. Upon.  The Greek preposition is epi and it signals the third kind of relationship with the Holy Spirit.  There are several texts that teach us about the “upon” of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s begin with Matthew 3:11 and Acts 1:5 where is called the “Baptism with the Holy Spirit”.  John describes it as a baptism of fire that comes after repentance, and this is precisely what happens in Acts chapter 2.  Christ experienced this right after his baptism with the Holy Spirit coming upon Him, preparing him to begin His public ministry as a powerful witness of God and to withstand 40 days of temptation.  It is worth noting as well that the baptism of salvation is described as the H.S. baptizing us into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13) whereas the baptism of fire is described as Christ baptizing us in the Holy Spirit (John 1:33).  So, there are clearly two distinct baptisms, though in some cases they can happen simultaneously (Acts 10:44-48).  The experience of the 120 disciples in the upper room on the day of Pentecost was separate from their salvation experience.  Sometimes God needs to prepare us for the working of his power to be his witnesses but is faithful to lead us into it (Acts 19:2).  The negative reaction in this case is to quench the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19).  We must be aware and be careful to not obstruct the work, witness, and gifts of the Holy Spirit in us. 
C. How can we receive the Holy Spirit? 
Many say they are “open” to the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives, yet do not actively request it through prayer.  Luke 11:11-13 explains to us clearly that the Holy Spirit will be faithfully given to those who ask the Heavenly Father for him.  Like the early disciples prayed in Jerusalem praying for and anticipating the “Promise of the Father” (Acts 1), we too as the disciples of this generation, do the same.  
D. Examples from the Old Testament.
1. Numbers 11:16, 17, 24-26.  The Holy Spirit came upon 70 elders that were chosen to help Moses and they all prophesied. 
2. Judges 3:9-11.  When the Holy Spirit came upon Othniel, the Judge of Israel (Judges 3:10), he went out to battle to defeat the forces of “darkness” (literal interpretation of Cusan-Rishathaim) that were arrayed against the children of Israel.
3. Judges 6:11,34; 7:1-25.  When the Holy Spirit came upon Gideon was transformed from a humble farmer into a great liberator of Israel.  In the Spirit’s power he defeated the great Midianite army with only 300 soldiers. 
4. Judges 14:5,6.  When the Spirit of God came “mightily” upon Sampson he tore a lion apart without any weapon.
5. 1 Samuel 10:9-11.  Saul by the Holy Spirit prophesized powerfully and amazed the children of Israel.
6. 1 Samuel 16:13 as well as chapter 17.  After his anointing with oil and the Holy Spirit, David defeated Goliath.
7. Ezekiel 11:5. The Holy Spirit came upon Ezequiel to prophecy the word of God. 
E. Examples from the New Testament.
1. Matthew 3,4.  Precisely when the Holy Spirit came over Jesus at his baptism, Jesus began his three years of extraordinary ministry, and this period was initiated with a supernatural confrontation with Satan that left the Devil speechless.
2. Acts 2.  The H.S. came over 120 disciples that spoke in tongues the wonderful Works of God, witnessing to at least 14 different people groups. This manifestation of the Spirit along with Peter’s powerful preaching resulted in the baptism of 3000 new believers. 
3. Acts 4:31. The disciples and apostles were filled with the H.S. anew and afterward “spoke the word of God with boldness”. 
4. Acts 8:5, 12-20.  The new disciples of Samaria, after receiving the Holy Spirit do not appear to speak in tongues, but Simon the Sorcery observed something that day he called “power” and requested it for himself.  
5. Act 9:17-20.  Saul/Paul, when baptized in water by Ananias appears to also be baptized in the H.S. and he “immediately preached the Christ in the synagogues”. 
6. Acts 10:44-48.  Cornelius and his family were baptized in the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues even before they were baptized in water!  
7. Acts 19:1-6.  The disciples of Ephesus that had not received the H.S. when they believed, received it when Paul placed his hands over them.  Then there was a manifestation of tongues and prophecy.  
F. What is the Evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
Note that in each of the above cases something quite dynamic happened, though it was not always speaking in tongues.  It may be worth asking yourself if there has been any dynamic change in you since choosing to follow Christ that could be described as powerful (even if you have never spoken in tongues)?  Can you point to a moment when the H.S. came over you and powerfully or obviously made you a witness for Him?  At least we hope to see the Fruit of the Spirit begin to be manifest which is God’s “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22).
G. How can we explain Ephesians 4:5?
Ephesians 4:5 says that there i sone Lord, one faith, and one baptism.” The context of the verse lets us know that the verse is speaking of the unity of the body of Christ and that all believers are baptized into Jesus.  But the writer of Hebrews in chapter 6, verses 1-2 speaks of the doctrine of baptisms suggesting that there are more than one.  Any complete Bible concordance reveals the presence of several baptisms.  To be more precise there are 8 mentioned in the New Testament and they are:
1. The Baptism of Noah.  1 Peter 3:21
2. The Baptism of Moses in the Red Sea.  1 Corinthians 10:2
3. The Baptism of the dead.  1 Corinthians 15:29
4. The Baptism of suffering.  Matthew 20:22 with Luke 12:50
5. The Baptism of John the Baptist.  Matthew 3:7 y Acts 19:3,4
6. The Baptism of Jesus and his disciples in water.  John 3:22 con 4:2, Matthew 28:19, Acts 8:12,16
7. The Baptism of Holy Spirit.  Matthew 3:11, Acts 1:4,5,8; 2:1-11; 4:31, 10:44-48; 19:1-7.
8. The “Spiritual Baptism” that describes our spiritual death and resurrection at salvation.  Romans 6:1-10, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5, Colossians 2:12,13.

Ephesians 4:5 speaks of this last kind of baptism that all born again believes share.  The New Testament word Baptizo means simply to submerge.
H. A special note:  Speaking of “one baptism” you can see in 1 Corinthians 12:13 that by one spirit we were all baptized into one body”.  But interestingly, according to Matthew 3:11 and Acts 1:5, Jesus baptizes us in the H.S.  How wonderful! The H.S. baptizes us in Christ and Christ baptizes us in the H.S.  
VI. The Teaching about the Holy Spirit by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 12-14. 
A. 1 Corinthians 12:1-6 – The Introduction to the Topic
v.  1.  	The first thing to note is that word “gifts” appears (or should appear) in italics. This is because that word does not appear here in the Greek New Testament.  So, Paul is literally telling us to not be ignorant of “spirituals” (pneumatikos in Greek) or the spiritual things that Paul is about to describe.  How interesting is it that there is so much ignorance about the things of the Spirit.  We hope to be able to say by the end of this study like Peter did in Acts 2:16, that we are not ignorant in this matter and that “this is that which was spoken by ___________” (insert a Biblical writer), citing chapter and verse in the way of explanation and proof. 
v. 2-3.  	There was evidently a fear in Paul’s day, as there is for some in our own, that by “speaking by the Spirit of God”, or in tongues, that one could be influenced by Satan and blaspheme the Lord without knowing it.  Paul clears this up explaining that God would not allow this to happen. 
v. 4-6.  	Paul carefully distinguishes between three “spiritual things”.  This really gives us the key to opening our understanding about this passage.  For me these three words are the solution to the linguistic, theological, and practical confusions about the things of the Spirit.
1. Gifts.  In v.4 there does appear now the word for gifts (xarisma is the word in Greek from which we get our English term, charisma).  The other place this term appears in the same context is Romans 12:6 and is there the motivational gifts are described by Paul (Romans 12:6-8).  Gifts are distinguished from ministries and operations in Paul’s mind.  We will deal with each of these in the coming verses.  Let’s look now at these 7 gifts. 
· Prophecy:  This gift functions to Declare the truth.  The declaration of the truth can be about the present or the future just as the Old Testament prophets used operated in this gift.  In John 4, it is used by Jesus in both senses. 
· Future:  When Jesus says to the Samaritan woman, “you have well said that I don’t have a husband” she answers him saying that she perceives he is a prophet.  
· Present:  Jesus declares that it is no longer important where one worships the Father as long as he worships Him in “spirit and in truth”.
Billy Graham in particular had this gift of prophecy and everyone from presidents to the poor listened carefully. 
· Service:  This gift functions to Illustrate the Truth.  Service is truth in action. It is a vivid and undeniable witness.  The person with this gift enjoys acts of service and helping people.  This is so valuable and needed these days.  Many want to be up front and visible, but few want to be behind the scenes quietly meeting needs.  In Acts chapter 9 we read of the death of Dorcas.  She sewed clothes for people that needed them and when she passed the folks of her church were so saddened by the loss that the Lord through Peter raised her back to life!  Our Lord Jesus while his disciples were arguing about who was the greatest among them humbled himself by quietly taking a towel and water to wash their dirty feet.  
· Teaching:  This gift functions to Clarify the Truth.  Jesus, the teacher of teachers said, “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’” Jesus clarified this law for us all in the next verse by saying, “but I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.”  He got to the heart of the matter with very few words.  Note that he or she who has this gift will likely love to study and read.  If not, you may not be a teacher, but have another gift as teachers are first of all students.  
· Exhortation or Encourgement.  This gift functions to Apply the Truth.  This class of disciple draws near to someone with a listening ear, counsel, and prayer to motivate another to action or change.  It can be uncomfortable to engage with an exhorter, but the church very much needs them and their timely counsel.  Jesus showed us this gift in action in Matthew 8.  When his disciples called to Him as he was sleeping through a Galilean storm, He exhorted them with the question, “why do you fear men of little faith?”  Usually, this kind of ministry operates one on one or in small groups.  As well, an exhorter shares words of encouragement and not only words of correction.  From time to time we all suffer from spiritual laziness and need such reminders get back to applying what we likely already know.  
· Giving.  This gift functions to Promote the Truth.  These brothers and sisters make sure that the work of God is provided for and marches ahead.  When Paul says in verse 8 “with liberality” he is exhorting those with this gift to go all out and not be half hearted like the pharisees that only wanted to be “seen of men” (Matthew 23:5).  Jesus is the best example of giving extravagantly as he gave his own life to save us.  Those with this gift obviously have the ability to generate resources as well.  But money does not stick to them as they willingly become channels of blessing for the establishing of the Kingdom of God.  You may have heard of how R.G. LeTourneau, inventor of much of the early heavy earth moving equipment, made a choice in 1935 with his wife Evelyn to give 90% of their profits to the work of the Lord.  They stuck to their promise and by the end of their lives had given many tens of missions to different ministries around the world.  Then there is the history of the Quaker Oats owner, Henry Parsons Crowell, and how he gave nearly 70% of the profits of his empire to the work of the Lord.  Both were poor when they began, but the Lord had given them the gift of giving and eventually prospered them to be instruments to build His kingdom.
· Leadership or Governance: This gift functions to Administer the Truth.  This includes supervision, organization, and guiding the directing in the church.  Many times deacons have this gift.  Jesus exhibited it when feeding the 5000.  He divided this massive crowd into groups of 50 and delegated to his disciples the job of distributing the meal and cleaning up afterward. Jesus attended to the need of their hunger in an orderly fashion, but with great faith!  In some churches there is significant disorder like the church in Corinth that needed greater supervision.  Of course, the opposite sin of carnal control and legalism can be the case as well.  As with all the spiritual gifts, they work best under the Lordship of Christ.
· Mercy:  This spiritual gift functions to Shine the Truth.  Those with this gift can easily identify with the hurting members of the flock or even unbelievers and show them the compassion of Christ quite tangibly.  These “weep with those who weep” feeling deeply their pain. These are apt to visit the sick, elderly, homeless, imprisoned, traumatized, and those with special needs. Jesus wept for Jerusalem and at the tomb of Lazarus. Jesus spent a lot of time showing his practical love to the lost and hurting.
You can detect your primary gift by self-examining how you would likely respond to the this often-quoted scenario.  Suppose that a child was bringing me a cup of water but tripped in the aisle, falling to the ground and in the process shattering the glass and spilling the water everywhere.  What is your first impresión?
· If your gift is prophecy, you would likely say to the child, “do be careful how you walk as that will determine whether you fall short of, or reach, your destiny. Thus saith the Lord.”
· If your gift is service, you would likely say to the child, “I am going for a broom, dustpan and mop and will get this cleaned right up.”
· If your gift is teaching, you would likely say to the child, “First, dear child, when you are carrying any liquid in a delicate vessel it is important to first remove any wetness from the glass with a towel.  Second, be sure to carry the glass with two hands, one on the side and one below.  And lastly try to walk slowly and carefully watching out for any obstructions in your path.”
· If your gift is exhortation, you would likely say to the child, “let’s go get another glass of water for the pastor and this time we will be a little more careful. I know you can do it.”
· If your gift is giving, you would likely ask, “how much would it be to install a non-slip surface to the sanctuary so that this is unlikely to happen again.  I am happy to pay for it.”
· If your gift is leadership, you would likely say, “Who authorized that this child should carry water in the middle of the service?  Dear child, you are too young for this task.  And who arranged the chairs so close together? Deacons, please get the floor cleaned up as quickly as possible and let’s meet after service to decide on some new policies.  
· If your gift is mercy, you would likely say to the child, “I am so sorry, child, that this happened.  Come here.  I know how you feel, and I don’t want you to worry.  Everything Will be OK.  
How wonderful it is when the whole body of Christ unites and exercises it’s gifts. Each aspect of any issue can be remedied.  And there is no need to covet another’s gift, but rather be content with our own roll and function, applying it within the body of Christ and the world around us.
Please note that according to Romans 12:4-6, it is the responsibility of each member of Christ to use his gift or function given to him by God.   In other words, we initiate the use of our own gift.  As we will see later, it is the Holy Spirit that will initiate the use of operations or manifestation which Paul explains are distinct from spiritual gifts.
2. Ministries.  The ministries to which Paul refers we find explained in Ephesians 4:11-12. They are:
· Apostles:  This ministry is for planting churches, overseeing the resulting networks, and expanding borders of the Kingdom of God to all peoples (ethne).  Although the Apostles were prominent leaders in the early church (Acts 4:37 and Acts 15), they were also “sent” by Christ to all the world (Matthew 28:16 and 19).  The Word apostle means simply, “sent one”.  Although not all the apostles went out from Jerusalem in the beginning, almost all of them would spend many years preaching in foreign lands being martyred in the process (Foxes Book of Martyrs).     Christ of course was the first apostle (Hebrews 3:1), appointed by the Heavenly Father.  The Son, Jesus Christ, appointed 12 more (Lucas 6:12-16).  Later the Holy Spirit appointed other men named apostles like Paul, Barnabas, Andronicus, Junius, Timothy, and Titus (Galatians 6:1; Acts 14:14; Romans 16:7) y seemingly continues to appoint individuals until this day.
· Prophets.  This ministry is for encouraging and motivating the church. Today’s prophets proclaim passionately the Word of the Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit (not necessarily loudly :-) as did the prophets of old. 
· Evangelists.  This ministry is for growing the church.  These servants win souls for the kingdom of God effectively and have an ongoing passion to testify of Christ over and over again. 
· Pastors.  This ministry is for the care and strength of the church. These servants of Christ focus on the spiritual care and nurturing of the sheep of the flock.  They enjoy visiting, counseling, applying the Word to very specific situations and protecting from the wolves and lions of Satan seeking to devour their souls.  
· Teachers.  This ministry is for the instruction and edification of the church. These servants enjoy studying and meditating on the Bible much of the time and they readily share what they are learning with any from the Body of Christ willing to listen.  They seek to train believers and guide them toward spiritual maturity. 
Verse 12 makes us remember that all of the people in these offices within the Church are “servants” just as Christ taught and modeled his disciples to be in John 13. 
3. Operations.  The operations are also called manifestations (v.7) and are the third category of “spiritual things” mentioned in verse 1.  There are 9 of these.
Special Note:  Each one of us has at least one spiritual gift or function in the body of Christ to serve the other members.  I believe personally and have observed that if you are faithful to use your spiritual gift of Romans 12, that God will then open up for you a specific ministry (Ephesians 4) that is discernable to others.  And for those open to the power of the Lord through His Holy Spirit, He Will give other manifestations of the Spirit to further energize your gift and ministry (1Corinthians 12).  I have observed occasionally that when someone denies the existence of these manifestations for our day, the Spirit may still operate powerfully in them without them understanding exactly what is happening (1 Corinthians 12:11).  
B. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 – The Instruction about the Manifestations / Operations of the Holy Spirit. 
v. 7.  	Each manifestation or operation that follows has a very specific purpose towards the blessing and building of the church of Jesus Christ.  And know that no born-again believer in Christ is exempt from being used in these ways if he or she is willing.  
v. 8-10.	The 9 operations / manifestations are grouped in three groups of three each:
1. The Operations of Discernment: the power of supernatural knowing. 
a. The Word of Wisdom – this manifestation works often to solve problems and conflicts. Wisdom is the good and right application of truth and words of wisdom present the truths of God in key moments when the wisdom of man is not enough.  Key examples:  Christ (John 8:1-11) and James (Acts 15:13-22). 
b. The Word of Knowledge – is necessary information given at just the right time and from God above (not from a human source). Key examples:  Christ (Juan 4:17-19) and Peter (Acts 5:1-6).  
c. The Discernment of the Spirit – As there are different “spirits” that the Bible references (see the following) there are moments when it can be difficult to distinguish between them without the Spirit’s help.  
i. The divine spirit speaks the truth (Matthew 16:13-17). 
ii. The demonic spirit speaks lies or at least misdirects us from God’s truth (John 8:44 and Acts 16:16-18). 
iii. But there also exists our own spirit or what we could call the human spirit that can also trick us if we are not careful.  We can see this in Ezekiel 13, especially verses 2, 3, and 17 along with Jeremiah 23:28-32 and James 3:14-18).   
1 John 4:1 exhorts us, “do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are of God”.  This manifestation established what is certain, true, and of God.  The good King Jehoshaphat was duped (2 Chronicles 18) John and James were tricked (Luke 9:54-56) and even Peter (Galatians 2:14).. We must be careful to prayerfully ask the Lord for His discernment between the “spirits” when there is confusion and a lack of peace. 
2. The Operations of Dynamism: the power to do, supernaturally. 
a. Faith – Is a complete and godly confidence that compels us to speak or act without shame on behalf of God.  Key examples:  Christ (Matthew 21:18-22) and Peter and John (Acts 3:1-10,16).
b. Working of Miracles – Miracles by definition are occurrences that cannot happen naturally.  When God does a miracle through his disciples they are not done halfway.  Examples:  Christ (Matthew 14:22-32) and Pau (Acts 19:11-12).  Mark 16:17-18 says, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  A missionary named Mel Tari described some of his adventures in Indonesia (Like a Mighty Wind).  In one occasion he was transporting a large quantity of gospel literature when it began to rain torrentially where they were traveling in the jungle and there was nothing to cover the Bibles and books with. So they prayed and trusted the Lord and then watched how the rain began to fall on all sides, soaking everything but the literature. 
c. Gifts of Healings – When someone is healed miraculously it is called a “gift of healing.  In other words, it is a gift a God as the Holy Spirit to a human being. There is no “gift” in the sense of a talent/ability/power.  Only God heals and he sends these gifts at time via a chosen believer with faith (Matthew 21:21).  Note that the name of this manifestation is in the plural form.  This clarifies that it is not some permanent power wielded by some super spiritual minister but a case-by-case touch of God.  Any evangelist, apostle or prophet claiming to have a permanent gift to heal at will, is either ignorant or a charlatan and in either case wrong.  Thus, modern healing campaigns and services are not Biblical in any sense as no one can know in advance when the Holy Spirit will gift a healing. 
3. The Operations de Declaration: the power to speak, supernaturally.
a. Prophecy
b. Different Kinds of Tongues
c. The Interpretation of Tongues
These three will be treated extensively by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14 so we will leave them for now.  
v. 11.  The work of the manifestations and operations is according to the will of H.S. and not the will of the believer.  This is in direct contrast to the motivational gifts of Romans 12:6-8 where we are directed to willfully utilize and implement our spiritual gift in the body. Once again, the manifestations and operations happen when “He”, the Holy Spirit, wants, not when we want. 
C. 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 – The Function of the Body of Christ. In this section, we learn about how gifts, ministries, and manifestations/operations work together in a family of believers to assure the correct functioning of the whole body.  Just as there is a variety of members within and without our bodies (arm, leg, heart, liver), so too there are nearly countless variations of believers between the available gifts, ministries, and manifestations, making for huge diversity in the contributions of the members of the Church of Jesus Christ.  In other words, no believer is without important giftings and utility from God; there is no one we do not need or that cannot be used.
D. 1 Corinthians 12:31 con 1 Corinthians 14:1 – An Exhortation towards maturity.  These two verses form a kind of a sandwich around the famous love chapter.  In this way the Apostle Paul hopes to encourage the Corinthians, and all of us, not to be lazy about these “spirituals” as Paul labeled them.  “Earnestly desire” is a strong phrase similar to “go for it”, “let’s go”, or “git er done” in our day.  But there will never be advancement in “spirituals” without depth in “the greatest of these”- agape love.
E. 1 Corinthians 13 – The Exaltation of love over “spirituals”.  It is not our purpose in this study to teach in a detailed way the so often remembered and well taught “love chapter”.  But there are a couple relationships worth pointing out.  Firstly, Paul puts it purposefully between his two chapters about the ministry of the Holy Spirit as a foundational principle of all ministries.   Secondly, Galatians 5:22 proclaims that the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love.  When the manifestations of the Holy Spirit are truly operating, we will see as a natural biproduct the great and godly love of Jesus.
We see love as “the greatest of these” in terms of commandments as well (Matthew  22:34-40).
F. 1 Corinthians 14 – A Comparison between Prophecy and Tongues. 
v. 1-5.  	This whole chapter is essentially a contrast and comparison between the manifestations of prophecy and tongues.  From the context of the following verses, we learn that the Corinthians, as some today, had practiced the manifestation of tongues in an extreme and excessive form, and not according to the apostle Paul’s instructions.  Paul looks now to bring into balance their spiritual practices without eliminating them.
The first thing that we see here is that tongues is vertical communication between us and God.  Note too that true tongues, are done “in the Spirit” (v.2) and remain mysteries without interpretation.  Prophecy, on the contrary, is horizontal communication between the minister and his audience.  We encounter here a very precise definition of prophecy in v.3 by Paul.  He says it is “edification, exhortation, and comfort.”  These details help us greatly to distinguish between these manifestations, especially when more than one may be in operation.
We see here the great value of tongues as well in that it “edifies yourself”. Truthfully, at times I need edification and encouragement and tongues (as a private practice – see below) is a spiritual tool that is useful to refresh my spirit.  The value of prophecy is the edification of the body which is prioritized in this passage.  God first; others second; me third; is after all a principle throughout scripture.
Paul says something surprising in verse 5.  He says that he hopes all might speak in tongues!  As we will see, he does not want this to happen simultaneously or more than prophecy or without interpretation publicly… but he does hope it might be part our spiritual diet.
V.6-11.  Paul now shows us how important it is to distinguish these two operations in public ministry and services.  Note in particular verse 9.  Paul says here, as well as in verse 11, that understanding and good communication have enormous value to God and His people.
V.12-19.  Once again we remember that the function of all the spiritual gifts, ministries, and manifestations is to build up the church (Ephesians 4:12).  That’s why we suggest embracing them fully as we all hope for the maximum growth of body of Christ and His kingdom.
In verses 13-15 we see that we can speak, pray, and sing in tongues.  Paul establishes a synonym for, or at the very least a linkage to, tongues, when he talks of speaking in the spirit, praying in the spirit, and singing in the spirit.  To me it is undeniable that tongues is of God and not of the Devil.
It also becomes clear that there is a distinction between the public and private use of tongues.  The public use requires interpretation, while no such requirement is attached to its private use. Regardless, my understanding or my mind, does not comprehend that which is flowing from my mouth spiritually.  This can be for many, particularly in the beginning, something uncomfortable.  Neither is it easy to let someone else take control of us, even if it is partial and that someone is God himself.
According to verse 16, the proclamation of “amen” is somewhat important in our gatherings.  It is certainly a means of agreement and reinforcement in our prayers to God according to Matthew 18:19. But here Paul gives the example of thanksgiving, another form of communication/prayer with God, to which others can proclaim their agreement publicly with.
How interesting that Paul mentions his private use of tongues as more than his charismatic friends in Corinth (v18)!  He was certainly a practitioner of his principles and for him the private use of tongues was important.  Even so, he dramatically emphasizes prophecy over public tongues (“in the church”) with a 2000 to 1 ratio (10,000 to 5)!
V. 20-25.  This topic is obviously not “milk” for a baby Christian, but rather “meat” for those that are willing to thoroughly chew it (meditate on it).  Verse 21 is actually a quote from Isaiah 28:11 of the judgment God does through the Assyrians (that spoke a foreign language) of the Israelites.  The “unbelievers” of Isaiah 28 are Jews that did not respond to the TRUTH of God, stated clearly in the Law, nor the TEST of God brought through the Assyrians.  In Acts 2, during Pentecost, the tongues that communicated vertically the “wonderful works of God” (v.11) also gave testimony horizontally to the unbelievers in the street.  This happens also when missionaries learn foreign languages in order to evangelize or utilize interpreters in order to communicate God’s message to the unbelieving world.
But inside the church, when there are unbelievers present, what is more profitable evangelistically (like Peter’s preaching in Acts 2), is the precise preaching of the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).  If the church wants to practice corporately the manifestations of the spirit, that is fine. But I believe it would be better to keep these practices for “believers’ meetings” when the unbelieving are likely not present.
V.26-33.  In verse 26 we see other things that edify the believers and are good for corporate gatherings.  Now we continue with other principles that would help arbitrate such a believer’s meeting. Firstly, there is a limit to the number of manifestations of tongues that is allowed in public services.  The max is three, but only with legitimate interpretation is even a second allowed according to Paul. Secondly, tongues and interpretations are done in turns and never allowed to overlap or be spoken simultaneously.  And without interpretation, Paul says to keep silent, or not continue with tongues.  Also, the “Prophets” or those that speak on behalf of God are limited to 2-3 and their words are to be judged or evaluated.  God’s spirit and truth must be discerned.  Verse 32 is interesting because it appears that back then, just like in our times in certain churches, some “prophets” were prone to lose control.  Pablo admonishes them that when one is guided by the H.S he is not “slain in the spirit”, losing control of his body and senses.
Above all, and simply put, Paul states that God is not a god of confusion.
V. 34-37.  The scene described in these verses is of a mixed gathering of men and women.  In such a context (and not women’s meetings or the ministry to minors), it appears to fall to capable elders to teach the doctrines, direct the service, and judge (discern) its elements.  The word “to speak” from verse 34 is, in context, a synonym for prophecy (v.18) and is categorized here as such by Thayer in his famous Greek lexicon.  And in other contexts, prophecy is certainly encouraged for women, such at the four daughters of Phillip that were considered prophetesses.  In 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 and 1 Timothy 2:8-15 Paul gives further clarity to this. He also recognized women as church leaders and a dynamic part of the body, even suggesting their great sensitivity to spiritual things. But this arrangement (v.35) helps to strengthen the husband / wife relationship and limit the pastor / wife relationship (Matthew 6:21). Verse 37 does not leave open to interpretation Paul’s correction and instruction to the Corinthian church.  Paul was the principal writer of the New Testament, and his writings are as holy as those of Moses.
V.29-40.  Verse 39 is the summary of the chapter.  The priority is clear, that prophecy should take center stage.  But we should not forget that tongues also have some importance and that such spiritual manifestations should not be quenched in the right contexts.
V.40 is the summary of these last three chapters.  It is suggested that all the gifts, ministries, and manifestation of the Holy Spirit be practiced, but not crazily.  Decently and orderly is what we have our sights set on as that is the nature of our God. 
VII. Conclusion:  I sincerely hope that this study has met its goal of clearing up this topic of the Holy Spirit.  From my youth, few topics have impacted and benefitted me more than this one.  My prayer for you all who took the time to study with me, is that you might be filled to overflowing with the Spirit in a divine dynamic that Christ promised to al those that wait for him to be His witness of Him throughout the world.
Pastor Matt McCollum		1
