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Calvary Temple
Life Group Lesson 
4- May
Theme
:The
 Holy Spirit and 
the Resurrection Extended
)Lesson 4: “40 Days after Ressurrection”:
Text: Acts 1:1-14
(Check list: check and see theybring theirBible, if not please provide one if possiple)
Introduction:This month, we have been discussing the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, which was difficult for His disciples and followers to accept and believe. We also explored events from the Book of Luke, where Jesus appeared to His disciples and followers after rising from the dead, despite their doubts.
Today, we will continue our discussionfrom the Chapter 1 of the Book of Acts. The Book of Acts is Luke’s 2nd book, and it is the continuation of his 1st book (the Gospel of Luke) which is addressed to the same man named “Theophilus”. 
Before we move on, let us go back to our lesson last week;(Give time for discussions)
· “What is one thing you feel God guided you to do during our meeting last week?”
Story Telling by Life group Leader (Acts 1:1-14):
Things to know:
1. Close your Bible.
1. Pay attention to the narrator.
Luke informed Theophilus about his previous book, which details the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus continued to show Himself to His disciples and followers, proving that He had truly risen from the dead. He appeared to them over a period of forty days, speaking about the coming Kingdom of God. During a meal, He instructed them to wait for the promised gift He had spoken about.The disciples asked Him, "Lord, are You going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" Jesus replied, "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority." He continued, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Jesus was taken up before their eyes, and a cloud concealed Him from their sight. Suddenly, two men dressed in white appeared and said, "Why do you stand looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven." The apostles then returned to Jerusalem, went upstairs to the room, and joined together constantly in prayer.
Opening Activity: Open Discussion
i. Have you ever taken your loved ones to the airport, knowing you won't see them for many years? How do you feel when you watch them walk towards the departure lounge?
Things to do:
1. Open your Bible and read the story and answer these questionsfrom the text:
Lesson:  Read Acts 1:1-14
· Who do you think Theophilus is? (vs 1)
· What is the role of the Holy Spirit in verse 2?
· Why did Jesus provide many convincing proofs that He was alive? (vs 3)
· How many days did Jesus appear to His disciples? (vs 3)
· How would you describe the kingdom of God that Jesus spoke about? (vs 4)
· What does the word "command" mean as mentioned in verse 4?
· What command did Jesus give to His disciples and followers? (vs 4)
· How do the two baptisms that Jesus mentioned differ? (vs 5)
· Why do you think the disciples were concerned about restoring the kingdom to Israel? (vs 6)
· Reflect on the significance of the statement, "This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way." (vs 11b)
· Consider the journey of the disciples after Jesus' ascension. Where did they go and why? (vs 12-13)
· Consider the composition of the group in the room. How many people were present? How many were women, and how many were men?(vs 13-14)
· What might have been the purpose and atmosphere of their gathering in the upper room? (vs 14)
Once again, Luke emphasizes the events described in the final chapter (24) of his previous book. He continues to highlight the promised gift from God to his audience. Scholars believe that when something is repeated in the Bible, it signifies its importance and that readers should pay close attention to it.
Application Questions: (Ask them, and allow discussions)
i. What do you like in this passage?
ii. What does this passage tell us about Jesus?
iii. What does this passage tell us about people?
iv. What is one lesson you can learn from this passage?

Conclusion:
To close of the month’s theme, there are few things that we needed to be reminded of;
i. Learn to Obey God's Command - The disciples chose to obey Jesus' final command and waited in Jerusalem. Reflect on how you respond to the Word of God that you have been hearing. Are you actively seeking to follow His guidance?

ii. Wait for the Promised Gift - The promised gift is not only for the disciples but for everyone (Acts 2:39). The disciples and the women were constantly praying while they waited. Consider your own practices of prayer and fasting. Are you preparing your heart to receive God's promises?

iii. There is Power in Unity - The disciples were united in various ways:
· Physically: They stayed together in the upper room.
· Mentally: The Greek word for 'one accord' means 'one mind.'
· Socially: They joined together as a disciples & followers of Christ.
· Spiritually: They prayed constantly.
Let us come together in unity over the next few weeks, dedicating ourselves to fasting and praying. We believe that God will accomplish great things in our personal lives, families, church, community, and Fiji as a whole, both before and after Pentecostal Sunday.

End the session with prayer.

