
March 1 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of 

the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied 
by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 

 
1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 

who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 

Psalm: Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lord. (Ps. 121:1, 2) 

 1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 

 2 My help comes from the Lord, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 

 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  

 5 the Lord watches over you; 

  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 

 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God 
does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. 

Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust 
that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 

flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 

before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as 



a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies 

the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 

the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so 

that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law 

but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is 

written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 

not exist. 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus 

speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 

born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 

answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 

above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, 

yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

 



March 8 

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried 

out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for 
the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very 

positive answer. 

 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 

stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 

the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 

drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 

the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? 

They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 

Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” 

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and 

Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is 

the Lord among us or not?” 

Psalm: Psalm 95 

Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1) 

 1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

 2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 

 3 For you, Lord, are a great God, 

  and a great ruler above all gods. 

 4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are also yours. 

 5 The sea is yours, for you made it, 

  and your hands have molded the dry land. 

 6 Come, let us worship and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the Lord our maker.  

 7 For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of 

God’s hand. 

  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 

 8 “Harden not your hearts, 

  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 

 9 There your ancestors tested me, 



  they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 

 10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, 

  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 

 11 Indeed I swore in my anger, 

  ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”  

 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11 

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that 
through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies 

are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation. 
 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we 

boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in 

our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 

to us. 

  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still 

were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been 

justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more 

surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we 

even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. 

Gospel: John 4:5-42 

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, 

in turn, leads many others to faith. 
 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 

him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not 

share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 

and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no 

bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than 



our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from 

it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 

those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 

will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 

said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered 

him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 

husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 

husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are 

a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 

where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 

the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 

salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 

to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 

who is speaking to you.” 

  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 

woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 

her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 

people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 

the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 

  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to 

them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one 

another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My 

food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, 

‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see 

how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here 

the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which 

you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 

“He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they 

asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed 

because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you 

said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 

Savior of the world.” 

 



March 15 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not 

match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came 
endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor 

to Saul. 

 
1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with 

you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 

will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 

you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the 

city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, 

“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me 

to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before 

the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 

of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse 

called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 

has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 

Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, 

“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 

keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit 

down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 

beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the 

one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 

Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 

 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 



  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in 

ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of 

light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find 

out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; 

rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 

secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual 

blindness to the things of God. 

 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 

be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The 

neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 

man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 

but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 

 



  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was 

a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees 

also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on 

my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind 

man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” 

  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this 

your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents 

answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not 

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 

of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the 

Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 

ask him.” 

  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not 

know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The 

man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 

yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it 

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 

  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 

is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this 

world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may 

become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, 

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 

not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 



March 22 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though 

dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times 
Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said 

to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover 

you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 

the Lord.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 

a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but 

there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, 

a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 

and will act, says the Lord.” 

Psalm: Psalm 130 

I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 

 1 Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O Lord; 

 2 O Lord, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 3 If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O Lord, who could stand? 

 4 Yet with you is forgiveness, 



  in order that you may be feared.  

 5 I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 

 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 

  with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 

 8 For the Lord shall redeem Israel 

  from all their sins.  

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving 
force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the 

very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the 
dead. 

 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 

Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 

his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Gospel: John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic 

scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 



again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who 

walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 

them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 

the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 

consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 

weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 

of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 

for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 



me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 

dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped 

in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did 

believed in him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 29 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite 

the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played 
an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 

 4 The Lord God has given me 

  a trained tongue, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens, 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious; 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6 I gave my back to those who struck me 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7 The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8 he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand in court together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9a It is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

 10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 



 11 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 

acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 12 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a broken pot.  

 13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

 14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 

  I have said, “You are my God. 

 15 My times are in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 

  save me in your steadfast love.”  

 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on 

the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 
becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within 

the community of Christ. 
 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be grasped, 

 7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human, 

  8 he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 



Gospel: Matthew 26:14—27:66 

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a 

new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify 
him recognize him to be the Son of God. 

 
14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, 

“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of 

silver. 16 And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

 

  17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where 

do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go 

into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will 

keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had 

directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

  20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disciples, 21 and while they 

were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became 

greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He 

answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray 

me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son 

of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been 

born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said 

so.” 

 

  26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 

gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and 

after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell 

you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

  30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

  31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night, for it is 

written, 

 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 

  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Even 

if all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 

you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said 

to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the 

disciples. 

 

 



  36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two 

sons of Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul 

is deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39 And going a 

little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from me, yet not what I want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake 

with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; 

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second 

time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 

done.” 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So 

leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 

words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 

  47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest 

him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed 

him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid 

hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly one of those with Jesus put his hand on 

his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then 

Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die 

by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send 

me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, 

which say it must happen in this way?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have 

you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a rebel? Day after 

day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken 

place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples 

deserted him and fled. 

 

  57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far 

as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards in order to 

see how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 

false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found 

none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, 

“This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three 

days.’ ” 62 The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they 

testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you 

under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus 



said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 

 From now on you will see the Son of Man 

  seated at the right hand of Power 

  and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still 

need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” They 

answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him, and some 

slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 

 

  69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A female servant came to him and 

said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, 

saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, 

another female servant saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with 

Jesus the Nazarene.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After 

a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of 

them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I 

do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered 

what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he 

went out and wept bitterly. 

 

  27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 

together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him 

away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

  3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have 

sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it 

yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and he went 

and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 

lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” 7 After conferring 

together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this 

reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what 

had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of 

silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people 

of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 

commanded me.” 

 

  11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief 

priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 

many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a 

single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 



 

  15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner called 

Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 

me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he 

realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was 

sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 

innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about 

him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 

and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you 

want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then 

what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 

crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Let him be crucified!” 

 

  24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of 

this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His 

blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them, and after 

flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified. 

 

  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 

on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put 

a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 

Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After 

mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 

led him away to crucify him. 

 

  32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha 

(which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but 

when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they 

divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there and 

kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This 

is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

  38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 

left. 39 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 

God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with 

the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will 



believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I 

am God’s Son.’ ” 44 The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same 

way. 

 

  45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of 

the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them 

ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 

drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 

him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment 

the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 

rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 

fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 

entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with 

him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 

were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

  55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus 

from Galilee, ministering to him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

 

  57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who 

also was himself a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; 

then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 

clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then 

rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 

  62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said 

while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the 

tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal 

him away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception 

would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, 

make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure 

by sealing the stone. 

 

 

 


