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Sundays in February 
 

Feb. 5 We welcome Bryan Willkom to Hope. Bryan will share the day’s message and also fill us in on 
his ministry “Jesus Fit,” which provides encouragement and opportunities for incorporating 
spiritual practices into daily life. 

Feb. 12 The Bells of Hope will play during our service. We worship God in word and sacrament. 

Feb. 19 Our worship today will include a Dixieland Jazz – Mardi Gras flavor, as we approach the begin-
ning of Lent with Ash Wednesday.  

Feb. 26 This day is the first Sunday in the season of Lent. Our Praise Team will lead music. 

 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 

This year Ash Wednesday is on February 22. We will gather for our 
Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m.  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season. The word 
“Lent” derives from a very old English word for the season of spring. 
Like spring, Lent is meant to revive new life in us. Where we’ve grown 
indifferent and numb in our faith, Lent calls us to rekindle the spiritual 
fires within. That’s why we hold extra worship services during the sea-
son. 

At our Ash Wednesday service, you will have the opportunity to receive the imposition of ashes. The ashes 
remind us that we are all mortal and will die one day. But these ashes are marked in the form of a cross. Our 
death is enveloped in the promise of Christ’s reconciling act on the cross. Through his death comes life eter-
nal! 
 

For the following Wednesday evenings in Lent, we will use the beloved Holden Evening Prayer service. The 
theme for our Lenten Wednesday services will be Prayer. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Dear Friends, 
 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” – Psalm 122:1 

It was such a joy to return to gathered worship when the pandemic lost its tight grip on us. During the heat 
of the pandemic, online worship was a godsend. It kept us connected even when we couldn’t be together. 
Electronic worship is still an option and will remain so. It’s a wonderful way to stay in touch when we’re not 
able to be present on a Sunday, due to work or sickness or trips. We also have people who live hundreds of 
miles from Eau Claire who regularly participate in our online worship. 

But there is something we get from in-person worship that simply doesn’t transfer to electronic worship. It’s 
the fellowship, the sense of the communion of saints embodied in the neighbors surrounding us. We feel the 
physicality of the event. “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in your midst,” said our 
Lord. Jesus is with us as together we praise, he’s there in the awe and mystery of communion, he’s there in 
our joyful singing. 

There is a rhythm to our living that develops when we dedicate our Sundays to that time of gathered wor-
ship. Did your parents take you to church when you were growing up? Thank them! That experience instilled 
in you the appreciation for this holy gathering. We learn to value this precious time by doing it, by being pre-
sent. Pass this along to your own children and grandchildren. 

We are commanded to remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Our Lord said that “the Sabbath was 
made for humans.” I think he knew what he was talking about.  

 

Peace to you, 
Pastor Mary 

 

 

Discover Hope 

“Discover Hope” is a one-session class designed to introduce new 
people to our congregation’s mission and ministries. Our next 
“Discover Hope” will be held on Sunday, February 12 after the conclu-
sion of the worship service (10:15-11:45). If you’re interested in be-
coming a member of Hope, please contact Pastor Mary or the church 
office. 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Grace’s Greetings - Embodying Love and Welcoming Spirit:  
Hello Hope Family,  

February is upon us, and like many, I often mark February with thoughts of cupids and love stories as 
the spirit of Valentine’s Day permeates our culture. There are varying legends of the origin of Valentine's Day, 
but most agree that we mark the day when Priest Valentini of Italy was martyred on February 14th 269 C.E. 

He later became a Saint in the Catholic Church, and later still Valentine’s Day became celebrated com-
mercially. If we recollect on the origin of this day, we can consider how St. Valentine was an example of sacri-
ficial love, a witness to the source of God’s love. And Valentine's Day - apart from the commercial focus on 
romance, is an opportunity to witness the power of love to change our world.  

So, as we grocery shop past isles of red and pink candies,  help our children address little love notes to 
their classmates, settle in the couch to watch our favorite romcoms, or plan a special date with our loved 
one, let’s remember that all the love we share and give first came from God to us in our creation, and then in 
Christ through our salvation, and still lives within us today. 

In this second month of our  “A Year of Welcoming Spirit”,  let’s ask ourselves how can we embody this 
spirit of Christ’s sacrificial love? How might we sacrifice our own comfort to expand our love, and with it our 
welcoming spirit? Sit somewhere new? Start small talk with a new face? Heal a conflict with a friend? Grant 
more patience to our family? The good news is there are so many ways to embody God’s love every day! 

We have some great things happening this month! On February 1st we gather at 5:15pm for Soup & 
Song, on the 5th we’ll worship together and reintroduce children’s noisy offering. Our Confirmation students 
will continue their Peer Ministry work. On February 19th we have a Fastelavns coffee connection complete 
with King Cake and Pinatas. Join us for this special celebration. On February 22nd,  we’ll kick off Lent with Ash 
Wednesday. Join us for a meal, and Holden Evening worship at 6:00pm. 

This month we also kick off our Love for Luther Park campaign! Last year we were able to subsidize 
20% of camp fees for our children and youth, and we’d love to do so again this year. If you’d like to contrib-
ute, please take an envelope from the  Love for Luther Park tree in the gathering space, and contribute what 
you can. Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

If you have children in our youth & family ministries, please complete our 2023 Family Survey that 
you received in your inbox.  

At Hope we are so lucky to have an incredibly loving community! Let’s continue to practice that love 
in our church, our lives, and our hearts this month.  

Happy February,  
 

With Love,  
Grace 



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Epiphany Group Study 

Join Roger Skatrud as he leads a Bible Study 
on Wednesday Evenings at 5:45pm.  Please 
meet in the Gathering Area by the coffee ma-
chines. 
This group will continue to meet February 
1,8,and 15.  All are welcome! 

Youth & Family Ministry February 2023 Schedule: 
                   

February 1st - 4:00pm After School Hours, 5:15 Soup & Song, 6:00pm Confirmation/JAM 

 

February 5th- 9:00am Worship, 10:00am JAM (Jesus and Me) 
 

February 8th - 4:00pm After School Hours, 6:00pm Confirmation/JAM 

 

February 12th - 9:00am Worship (No JAM, Winter Break) 
 

February 15th - Winter Break - No Confirmation, JAM, or After School Hours 

 

February 19th - 8:40am Joyful Noise Rehearsal 9:00am Worship (Joyful Noise Sings) 
10:00am JAM, Fastelavns Coffee Connections 

 

February 22nd - 4:00pm After School Hours, 5:30 Lenten Meal, 6:00pm Confirmation/JAM  

              6:30 Ash Wednesday Service 

 

February 26th - 9:00am Worship, 10:00am JAM (Jesus and Me) 
 

Friendship Group for 
Retirees 

We’re looking to start a 
“Friendship Group,” a 
fellowship gathering for 
retired persons. Pastor 
Mary would like to meet 
with people interested in 
helping to organize this 
new group after worship services on February 26, 
during the fellowship hour in a corner of Olson Hall. 
What might this group do? Events could be as simple 
as gathering at Hope for a program, going to a special 
event in Eau Claire, or going as a group to a Chanhas-
sen Dinner Theatre, or a sight-seeing tour. If you are a 
retired person, please consider helping to organize 
opportunities for this fellowship group. 

Streaming Worship Services 

We continue to stream our Sunday worship services over Facebook or 
through our website for those that can’t make it in-person with us.  It is 
amazing how many people we can reach with our streaming worship ser-
vices.  Hope’s worship is streamed live on Sunday’s via our Facebook page 
or through our website, Hopechurchec.com.    



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Glimpses from the Past 

From the Archives Committee 

This letter was a correspondence from the liturgical 
company C. M. Almy to Hope’s Altar Guild in 1978. 
The altar guild had inquired about a “Fair Linen,” or 
the cloth that covers the altar. This communication 
would eventually result in the fair linen we still use. It 
is 44 years old! Our fair linen has shrunk a bit from its 
original dimensions due to laundering, but it’s still 
quite beautiful. It is made of Irish Linen with three 
embroidered crosses at each end. The original cost 
estimate amounts of $60 or $75 would be valued to-
day at $273 and $341. Feel free to check out our fair 
linen when you’re at church. 
 

 

 

 

 

Hope Lutheran will be serving the families staying 
at Beacon House (Family Promise of the Chippe-
wa Valley) on Thursday, March 16th, Friday, 
March 17th and Saturday, March 18th. We pro-
vide the evening meal on those three eve-
nings. Food should be dropped off between 5-

5:15pm. Beacon House is on the corner of Lake 
and Barstow Street (309 E Lake Street). You will 
be notified of the number of guests staying 
at Beacon House before you serve. Sign up sheets 
will be available in early February in the Gather-
ing Area.  Please contact Bridgit Mazuk 715-225-

4496 with any questions. 

Green Team 

A Green Team com-
mittee has been 
formed at Hope. 
There are currently 
ten people who are 
interested in being 
part of this com-
mittee.  We will be meeting quarterly in 2023: Jan 
5, March 30, July 6, and Oct.5. If you are interest-
ed in being part of the Green Team, please con-
tact Nancy Hallin (nhallin50@gmail.com). 
If you have ideas/suggestions to move our church 
in an environmentally friendly way, please place 
your ideas in the Green Team manilla envelope 
on the bulletin board in the gathering area.  
Thank you. 

mailto:nhallin50@gmail.com


 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Ways to Give  
Our congregation offers a variety of means by which you may make an offering. Besides bringing your offer-
ing in person or mailing it, Hope has several ways you can give electronically:  

Through Our Website – Hope’s website address is www.hopechurchec.com. Once there, hover over the 
“About Us” page. The drop-down menu will include “Give.” Click on that. Then click on the icon “Fast and 
Easy Giving.” That will take you to our Subsplash site.  

Hope Phone App – Hope has a free phone app which will give you access to Subsplash where you can access 
information. From here you can click on the “Give” tab.  

Text Your Gift – Text the message “give2hope” to the phone number 206-859-9409. Follow the steps to set 
up an account and you’re on your way.  

Simple Giving – You can set up an automatic, pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. Forms are 
available in the church office and also on the church website. If you’re looking on the App Store for our 
phone app, the icon looks like this:  

Delegates for Synod Assembly – April 29 

The annual assembly for our Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin will be held on Saturday, April 29th. This 

year’s assembly will held at Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Rice Lake. If you’re interested in being a 

delegate for our congregation, please contact the 
church office by March 1 st . 

Snow Policy 

Hope events taking place on weekdays during 
the school year will follow the lead of the Eau 
Claire School District. If the school district can-
cels classes, then activities at Hope will be can-
celled. This is for Hope Lutheran events only and 
does not include Rachel’s Place.  
 

If snow should necessitate the cancellation of 
Sunday worship service/Sunday School, that can-
cellation will be posted as soon as possible on 
the Hope Facebook page and also to the cancel-
lation lists on WEAU and WQOW.  



 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Our Synod’s Malawi Campaign 

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Malawi is 
our companion synod. In communication 
with the ELCM staff, we have been learning 
more about the outbreak of cholera that 
Malawi has been facing as a result of wide-
spread flooding over the last couple of 
years.   As of today, there are more than 
30,000 reported cases of cholera and more 
than 1,000 deaths.  The Ministry of Health 
has been establishing oral vaccine clinics in 
several areas, however, lack of resources 
and the country's economic crisis has made 
it difficult to keep up with the demand. 
Women and children have been most affect-
ed and some of our close friends are griev-
ing the loss of their own children and 
friends. 
 

Our partners in ministry in the ELCM are hoping to respond with the following plan: 
Train church and local leaders and supply them with educational materials for their congregations and 

communities about prevention, symptoms, testing, and treatment. 
Support local leaders in the construction of new toilets and sanitation stations. 
Provide chlorine, oral rehydration salts, and buckets for communities 

Create local teams who can assist households actively experiencing cholera 

Create teams that can provide mental health resources and support for those impacted by cholera (which 
can include: active illness, loss of income, and grieving the loss of family members). 

 

Our goal is to assist our partners with $20,000 for the supplies, equipment, and, training needed for them to 
respond and assist with this outbreak. If you, your household, or your congregation feels called to give a fi-
nancial gift toward these cholera relief efforts, you can do so in one of two ways: 
 

Send a check to: The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin (Please indicate 'Cholera Relief' in the memo line) 

944 24 1/4 Street, Suite 2, Chetek, WI  54728   
– or –  

You can give a gift online: http://nwswi.org/giving (Please choose 'Malawi Support' in the funds list, and 
in sub-funds, please choose 'Cholera Relief') 

 

                                                      ********************************************************* 

 

Noisy Offering - This month we're bringing back the noisy offering. During sharing of the 
peace, kiddos will gather coins and bring them up to the noisy offering bucket! All funds col-
lected will be sent to support cholera relief efforts in Malawi.   

http://nwswi.org/giving


 

 

Hope’s Happenings 

Luther Park Bible Camp Hiring Summer Staff 

Luther Park Bible Camp has begun accepting applications for their summer 
staff. Please spread the word! we are hoping that we could ask each of you for 
your help. Several positions are available: 

 Counselors 

Life Guard/High Ropes Facilitator 

Nature/Farm Lead 

Media Specialist 
Arts & Crafts Lead 

Kitchen Assistants 

Nurse/Medic  
 

Working at a camp is great way to gain experience.  At camp you will gain skills 
in working with children as well as a few camp skills.  But even better than that, 
through a summer at Luther Park you’ll gain life skills.  Living within a close-knit 
Christian community, learning to deal with conflict constructively, dealing 
effectively with sudden changes, and keeping your sense of humor under the 
strains and stresses are all life skills that you will develop while working at Lu-
ther Park. You will take these life skills with you when the summer ends. 
 

If interested, further information and applications are available on Luther 
Park’s website. 
 

Sheets for SHP 

One hundred and fifty one beds were delivered by Hope SHP teams 
during 2022.  Officially, because we’ve merged with the Chippewa 
Chapter and become the Chippewa Valley Chapter, we are technically 
Chippewa Valley – South.  Outside of the name change, most every-
thing remains the same, especially the need for beds in our commu-
nities.   

Chippewa Valley – North delivers to Chippewa County, part of Barron 
and part of Rusk.  We, Chippewa Valley – South, cover all of Eau 
Claire County and some of Chippewa County.  We still supply our deliveries out of Hope. 

We are in need of twin sheet sets.  So while the January white sales are in full swing, it’s the perfect time to 
ask for sheets.  Specifically, we could use universal sheet sets – those that a boy or girl would like.  Figures 
are fine and so are plain colors. 

It’s our goal this year to enlist folks for a couple of new delivery teams.  If you might be interested in either 
helping with deliveries or leading a delivery team, please contact Mark Larson, Terrie Hanke or one of the 
delivery captains – Todd Johnson, Mike Weber or Carol Mohr. 

There is  a shopping cart in the Welcome Area for your gifts to SHP.   Many thanks for keeping the kids and 
SHP in mind while you’re out and about.   



 

 

Hello to all the Good people of Hope Lutheran church.  
It is Sadick and Terah here. We hope everyone is doing very well by the grace of Almighty God. It is with 
much joy, gratitude and delight as we write this little note of Thanks to all of You 

 

We want to use this opportunity to say a huge Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the support for 
Sadick’s operation. There is no amount of words that can truly express how grateful and thankful we are for 
the great love and support that you have all shown to us. Sadick's operation could not have been done with-
out your great help and support. We are indeed very blessed in life to have such kind- and good-hearted 
souls like you all in our lives. Sadick will have his operation as soon as he vacates from school. 
 

 Almighty God richly bless you all and your entire household. We truly appreciate the great love you have for 
us and for taking us as family and one of your own.  
 

Thank you very much. 
Huge Hugs Terah and Sadick 

Hope’s Happenings 

Help Wanted at Rachel’s Place 

Rachel’s Place is in need of a part time cook and 
also child care teachers (either full or part time). 
Please spread the word. If interested in learning 
more, please contact Leanne O’Bryan at  rachel-
splaceelc@gmail.com,  or 715-832-1414. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Don’t forget to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
for 2022.  Additional Thrivent Choice Dollars build 
in your account each quarter and you have until 
March of 2023 to donate everything that accumu-
lated during the 2022 calendar year. 
 By directing your Choice Dollars, Thrivent mem-
bers can recommend where Thrivent distributes 
part of its charitable funds each year.  Hope Lu-
theran Church is one of the many places that can 
receive your donation. 
 Just a reminder that the money you designate is 
Thrivent’s money and you are telling Thrivent 
where you would like them to put those dollars.    
 If you have any questions, you can call Jason  
Miloszewicz at 715-461-0540 

mailto:rachelsplaceelc@gmail.com
mailto:rachelsplaceelc@gmail.com
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