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VERSES 1-8 ADDED TEXTUAL NOTES, QUESTIONS, 
OTHER 

1 Then Joseph could no longer control 
himself before all his attendants, and 
he cried out, "Have everyone leave my 
presence!" So there was no one with 

Joseph when he made himself known 
to his brothers. 2 And he wept so 

loudly that the Egyptians heard him, 
and Pharaoh's household heard about 
it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am 
Joseph! Is my father still living?" But 
his brothers were not able to answer 

him, because they were terrified at his 
presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his 

brothers, "Come close to me." When 
they had done so, he said, "I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into 

Egypt! 5 And now, do not be 
distressed and do not be angry with 

yourselves for selling me here, 
because it was to save lives that God 
sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years 

now there has been famine in the 
land, and for the next five years there 
will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But 

God sent me ahead of you to preserve 
for you a remnant on earth and to 

save your lives by a great deliverance. 
8 So then, it was not you who sent me 
here, but God. He made me father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household 

and ruler of all Egypt. 

Verse 1- Why does Joseph send all the 
Egyptians away before revealing himself?  
 
 
 
 
Verse 5- "Do not be distressed or angry 
with yourselves for selling me here, 
because it was to save lives that God 
SENT me." Why would they be distressed? 
 
 
 
 
BUT - Joseph reframes their sin through 
God's providence. How is this different 
from minimizing sin or pretending it didn't 
happen? Can we acknowledge sin AND 
God's sovereignty simultaneously? 
 
 
 
 
Verse 8- is the theological climax: "It was 
NOT you who sent me here, but GOD." 
Joseph uses divine passive—"you sold 
me, but God sent me." Their purpose was 
evil, but God's purpose was good (see 
50:20). How does understanding God's 
sovereignty help us forgive those who've 
harmed us? 
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KEY NOTE: 
Judah's substitutionary offer (44:33) 
proved the transformation was complete. 
Joseph could no longer control himself—
he HAD to reveal himself NOW. But he 
does it privately, sending all Egyptians 
away. This is about family reconciliation, 
not public vindication. Joseph's first 
words: "I am Joseph! Is my father still 
living?" The brothers are TERRIFIED—
speechless (v. 3). They expect revenge. 
But Joseph speaks the most theologically 
profound words in Genesis: "Do not be 
distressed... God SENT me ahead of you 
to save lives" (vv. 5-8). This is the doctrine 
of divine providence—God's sovereignty 
over human evil. Joseph repeats it THREE 
times: "God sent me" (v. 5), "God sent me" 
(v. 7), "It was not you... but God" (v. 8). The 
brothers chose evil, but God wove their 
evil into His redemptive plan. This doesn't 
excuse their sin—they're still guilty. But 
God is bigger than their sin. He used their 
betrayal to position Joseph to save many 
lives. This is Romans 8:28 ("God works all 
things for good") and Acts 2:23 (Jesus 
delivered by God's plan, crucified by evil 
men) foreshadowed in Genesis. 
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VERSES 9-15 ADDED TEXTUAL NOTES, QUESTIONS, 
OTHER 

9 "Now hurry back to my father and 
say to him, 'This is what your son 

Joseph says: God has made me lord 
of all Egypt. Come down to me; don't 
delay. 10 You shall live in the region of 

Goshen and be near me—you, your 
children and grandchildren, your 

flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 
I will provide for you there, because 

five years of famine are still to come. 
Otherwise you and your household 

and all who belong to you will become 
destitute.' 12 "You can see for 

yourselves, and so can my brother 
Benjamin, that it is really I who am 
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father 

about all the honor accorded me in 
Egypt and about everything you have 
seen. And bring my father down here 
quickly." 14 Then he threw his arms 

around his brother Benjamin and 
wept, and Benjamin embraced him, 

weeping. 15 And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept over them. 

Afterward his brothers talked with 
him. 

Vv. 10-11- Joseph immediately makes 
provision for his family: "Come to 
Goshen... I will provide for you there.” Five 
more years of famine are coming. How 
does Joseph's immediate care for those 
who betrayed him demonstrate the nature 
of reconciliation?  
 
 
 
 
Verse 15- Only AFTER Joseph kisses and 
embraces them can the brothers finally 
talk. Why couldn't they speak before?  
 
 
 
Verse 13- Joseph tells them to report "all 
the honor accorded me in Egypt.” Why? 
 
KEY NOTE: 
True forgiveness and reconciliation 
doesn't just release the debt—it actively 
blesses the debtor. Joseph provides for 
those who betrayed him. He invites them 
to the best land (Goshen). He promises 
ongoing provision for five more years. He 
embraces them physically—Benjamin and 
ALL the brothers. He weeps over them 
with love, not bitterness. This is radical, 
gospel-level forgiveness. Joseph doesn't 
make them grovel, doesn't remind them of 
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their guilt, doesn't keep a record of 
wrongs. The physical embrace is crucial—
reconciliation requires touch, presence, 
intimacy restored. The brothers are 
initially speechless (v. 3) because they 
expect judgment. Joseph's kindness 
overwhelms them. Only after experiencing 
his love can they talk (v. 15). Romans 2:4: 
"God's kindness leads you toward 
repentance." Joseph models God's heart—
eager to forgive, quick to restore, generous 
in provision. This is the Gospel: we 
deserve judgment but receive embrace. 

VERSES 16-24 ADDED TEXTUAL NOTES, QUESTIONS, 
OTHER 

16 When the news reached Pharaoh's 
palace that Joseph's brothers had 
come, Pharaoh and all his officials 
were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, "Tell your brothers, 'Do this: 
Load your animals and return to the 

land of Canaan, 18 and bring your 
father and your families back to me. I 

will give you the best of the land of 
Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the 
land.' 19 "You are also directed to tell 
them, 'Do this: Take some carts from 

Egypt for your children and your 
wives, and get your father and come. 

20 Never mind about your belongings, 
because the best of all Egypt will be 
yours.'" 21 So the sons of Israel did 

this. Joseph gave them carts, as 
Pharaoh had commanded, and he 

Verse 16- Pharaoh and his officials are 
"pleased" when they hear Joseph's 
brothers have come. Why? What does this 
reveal about Joseph's testimony in Egypt 
over the past 20+ years? How did Joseph 
represent his family despite what they'd 
done to him? 
 
 
 
Vv. 18, 20- Pharaoh offers the "best of the 
land of Egypt" and says "never mind about 
your belongings.” How does Pharaoh's 
response show that Joseph never bad-
mouthed his brothers to Egyptian 
leadership? What does Joseph's 
discretion teach about servanthood and 
God’s intention for humans to be priests 
and humble blessings? 
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also gave them provisions for their 
journey. 22 To each of them he gave 

new clothing, but to Benjamin he gave 
three hundred shekels of silver and 
five sets of clothes. 23 And this is 

what he sent to his father: ten 
donkeys loaded with the best things 

of Egypt, and ten female donkeys 
loaded with grain and bread and other 
provisions for his journey. 24 Then he 
sent his brothers away, and as they 
were leaving he said to them, "Don't 

quarrel on the way!" 

 
Verse 22- Joseph gives Benjamin five 
times more than the others—300 shekels 
of silver and five sets of clothes vs. one set 
each. Is this favoritism? Or is Joseph 
testing them one final time to see if 
jealousy remains? How do the brothers 
respond to this preferential treatment? 
 
 
 
 
Verse 24- Joseph's parting words: "Don't 
quarrel on the way!" Why this warning? 
What does it reveal about Joseph’s hope 
and desire? 
 
KEY NOTE: 
A crucial detail: Joseph apparently NEVER 
told Pharaoh what his brothers did to him! 
Pharaoh and his officials are "pleased" to 
meet Joseph's family—there's no hint of 
anger or judgment toward them. If 
Pharaoh knew they'd sold Joseph into 
slavery, the reception would be very 
different. Joseph's discretion made 
reconciliation easier. He maintained his 
own innocence (telling the cupbearer and 
baker he was wrongly imprisoned) but 
never exposed his brothers' guilt or 
Potiphar's wife's lie. "Silence about the 
sins of others makes their restoration a 
much easier process." This is wisdom! 
Don't broadcast others' sins 
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unnecessarily. Joseph's final warning—
"Don't quarrel on the way!" (v. 24)—is 
profound. He knows human nature. Satan 
will tempt them to blame each other: "This 
is YOUR fault!" "YOU suggested selling 
Joseph!" "I tried to stop it!" Forgiveness 
doesn't mean temptation ends. They must 
be vigilant not to let Satan use old forgiven 
debts against each other. The same 
applies to us after reconciliation—guard 
against reopening wounds. 

VERSES 25-28  

25 So they went up out of Egypt and 
came to their father Jacob in the land 
of Canaan. 26 They told him, "Joseph 

is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all 
Egypt." Jacob was stunned; he did not 
believe them. 27 But when they told 

him everything Joseph had said to 
them, and when he saw the carts 

Joseph had sent to carry him back, 
the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 
28 And Israel said, "I'm convinced! My 

son Joseph is still alive. I will go and 
see him before I die." 

Vv. 26-28- Notice the name change: 
"Jacob" becomes "Israel" (v. 28) again. 
When Jacob believes, the text calls him 
"Israel"—his covenant name. What does 
this shift signify? How does faith activate 
our true identity? 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY NOTE: 
Jacob believed Joseph was dead for 22 
years. His grief was profound and 
unresolved (37:34-35: "I will go down to 
the grave mourning"). Now: 
RESURRECTION! Joseph is ALIVE! The text 
says "the spirit of their father Jacob 
REVIVED" (v. 27). This is resurrection 
language. What was dead (hope, joy, 
family) is brought back to life. Jacob's 
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response—"I will go and see him before I 
die"—shows his priorities have shifted. He 
wants to SEE Joseph with his own eyes. 
The ultimate hope of believers: we will 
SEE Jesus face to face (1 Corinthians 
13:12; Revelation 22:4). Everything that 
seemed to be "against me" (42:36) was 
actually God working FOR me. Jacob's 
limited perspective gave way to God's 
sovereign plan. What looked like curse 
was blessing in disguise. What seemed 
like tragedy was divine providence. This is 
the pattern throughout Scripture: 
apparent defeat → unexpected victory. 
Death → resurrection. Suffering → glory. 
The Joseph narrative concludes with LIFE 
triumphing over death, HOPE triumphing 
over despair, GOD'S PLAN triumphing over 
human evil. This points to Jesus—the 
ultimate Joseph—who was betrayed, 
descended into death, and was raised to 
save His people. 

 


