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Summary of 2 Corinthians Chapter 3

Context and Overview:

In 2 Corinthians Chapter 3, the Apostle Paul addresses several key themes,
including the contrast between the Old Covenant (Mosaic Law) and the New
Covenant (the Gospel of Christ), and the nature of ministry. He emphasizes the
superiority of the New Covenant over the Old and the transformative power it
holds for believers.

1. Commendation of Ministry (Verses 1-3): Paul begins by defending his ministry
and authority. He clarifies that the true credentials of his apostleship are not
written letters of recommendation but the transformed lives of those he has
ministered to. Paul compares these transformed lives to a letter from Christ,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, demonstrating the
authenticity of his ministry.

Analysis: Paul is addressing concerns from the Corinthians about his credentials
and legitimacy. By highlighting the spiritual transformation in his converts, he
underscores that true validation comes from God’s work in the hearts of people
rather than from formal letters or external signs.

2. The New Covenant vs. The Old Covenant (Verses 4-11): Paul contrasts the Old
Covenant, which was given through Moses and characterized by a written code
and external regulations, with the New Covenant, which is characterized by the
Spirit and brings life and righteousness. He argues that the Old Covenant, though
glorious, was temporary and fading, while the New Covenant, which brings
greater glory, is permanent and transformative.

Analysis: Paul’s comparison highlights the greater glory and efficacy of the New
Covenant. While the Old Covenant served a purpose, it was limited in scope and
function, as it could not bring about the ultimate transformation of the heart. The
New Covenant, by contrast, offers a transformative and enduring change through
the Spirit.

3. The Ministry of the Spirit (Verses 12-18): Paul describes the ministry of the
Spirit as one of boldness and clarity, contrasting it with the veiled understanding
of the Old Covenant. He explains that a veil remains over the hearts of those who
read the Old Testament without recognizing Christ. However, in Christ, this veil is
removed, and believers can see and reflect the glory of the Lord, being
transformed into His image with ever-increasing glory.

Analysis: This section underscores the role of the Holy Spirit in revealing the truth
and transforming believers. The veil symbolizes the spiritual blindness that
prevents people from seeing the full meaning of the Scriptures and experiencing



the glory of the New Covenant. The transformative effect of the Spirit is central to
understanding and living out the faith.

Summary:

2 Corinthians Chapter 3 highlights the superiority of the New Covenant over the
Old Covenant. Paul defends his ministry by emphasizing the spiritual
transformation in the lives of believers as evidence of his authenticity. He
contrasts the Old Covenant’s temporary, external glory with the New Covenant’s
permanent, internal glory and transformative power. Through the Spirit, believers
experience a deeper, more profound relationship with God, reflecting His glory
and undergoing a continual process of transformation.

This chapter is a powerful reminder of the dynamic and transformative nature of
the Gospel and the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers.



