[l CORINTHIANS B

Summary of 2 Corinthians 8

1. The Example of the Macedonian Churches (Verses 1-5)

o Paul highlights the generosity of the Macedonians, who gave joyfully and
sacrificially despite their poverty and afflictions.

o Their giving was motivated by a desire to serve God and others, exceeding Paul’s
expectations.

2. An Appeal to the Corinthians (Verses 6-8)

o Paul urges the Corinthians to follow through with their earlier commitment to
give, asking Titus to help complete this effort.

o He emphasizes that their giving will demonstrate the sincerity of their love.

3. The Example of Christ (Verse 9)

o Paul uses Christ as the ultimate example of generosity, reminding the Corinthians
of His willingness to become poor so that they might become rich through His
grace.

4. Encouragement to Complete Their Gift (Verses 10-12)

o Paul encourages the Corinthians to complete their initial intent to give, stressing
that willingness is as important as the actual amount.

o He assures them that God values their readiness and ability, not the size of the
contribution.

5. Principles of Equality in Giving (Verses 13-15)

o Paul introduces the principle of mutual support within the body of Christ, where
those with abundance can supply the needs of those lacking, promoting equality.

o He references Exodus 16:18 (the gathering of manna) to illustrate God’s design
for provision and balance.

6. Commendation of Titus and Fellow Workers (Verses 16-24)

o Paul commends Titus and other trusted brothers who are delivering the collection.

o He highlights their integrity and reputation, reassuring the Corinthians that the
funds will be handled responsibly.

o Paul encourages the Corinthians to demonstrate their love and show their faith in
action.

Analysis and Key Themes

1. The Grace of Giving
o Giving is not a legalistic obligation but an act of grace that reflects the heart of
God.
o The Macedonians’ example shows that generosity flows from joy and a deep
commitment to Christ.
2. Christ as the Model of Generosity
o Jesus’ sacrificial love motivates believers to give selflessly. His incarnation and
sacrifice demonstrate the ultimate expression of grace.



. Willingness Over Amount
o God values a willing heart more than the monetary value of the gift. It’s not about
how much one gives but the spirit in which it is given.
Equality in the Body of Christ
o Paul emphasizes fairness, where those with more can support those in need. This
principle reflects the unity and mutual care within the church.
. Accountability in Stewardship
o Paul ensures transparency and integrity in handling the collection by appointing
trustworthy individuals. This builds trust and confidence among the givers.
Love in Action
o Giving is a tangible expression of love and faith. Paul challenges the Corinthians
to demonstrate their love through their actions.



