
 
Summary of 2 Corinthians Chapter 4 
In 2 Corinthians chapter 4, the Apostle Paul discusses the ministry of the gospel, 
the challenges faced in spreading it, and the enduring hope believers have 
through Christ. 

1. Ministry of the Gospel (verses 1-6): Paul emphasizes that he and his 
companions do not lose heart in their ministry despite challenges. They 
proclaim the truth of the gospel openly and sincerely. Paul highlights that 
the message is veiled to those who are perishing, as their minds are blinded 
by the god of this age (Satan). He insists that their focus is on Christ, not 
themselves. 

2. Afflic@on and Resilience (verses 7-12): Paul uses the metaphor of treasure 
in jars of clay to illustrate the fragile nature of human beings contrasted 
with the immense value of the gospel. He speaks of the hardships and 
persecuIons they face, yet they remain resilient. Their suffering is not in 
vain; instead, it serves to reveal the power of God. 

3. Hope and Eternal Perspec@ve (verses 13-18): Paul cites the belief that 
raises hope—just as Christ was raised from the dead, so too will believers 
be. He encourages the Corinthians to focus on the eternal glory that 
outweighs their temporary troubles. He contrasts the transient nature of 
earthly suffering with the everlasIng glory awaiIng them. 

Analysis 
• Theme of Weakness and Strength: Paul’s use of "jars of clay" emphasizes 

the theme of human fragility. Despite their weaknesses, God’s power is 
made evident. This paradox illustrates how God uses flawed vessels to 
achieve His purposes. 

• Spiritual Blindness: The chapter addresses the reality of spiritual blindness 
that prevents people from seeing the truth of the gospel. This calls for 
compassion and urgency in evangelism. 

• Endurance in Trials: Paul’s reflecIons on suffering provide a model for how 
believers can endure hardships. He presents suffering not merely as a trial 
but as a means to demonstrate faith and reliance on God. 

• Eternal Perspec@ve: The emphasis on the eternal over the temporal 
encourages believers to maintain hope in the face of adversity. Paul 
reassures them that their present sufferings are temporary compared to the 
eternal glory that awaits. 

 
 

CHAPTER  
4 



Conclusion 
2 Corinthians chapter 4 serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of faith 
and resilience in the ChrisIan journey. Paul’s teachings encourage believers to 
maintain their focus on Christ, to understand the purpose of their suffering, and to 
look forward to the eternal hope found in Him. This chapter not only upliTs but 
also challenges the church to embrace its mission despite obstacles. 
 


