
 
 

   Jesse 
The invalid at the 
pool of Bethesda, 
portrayed as 
Simon the Zealot’s 
brother. Disabled 
for 38 years. 

Simon 
the Zealot 

Devoted to serving 
God by destroying the 
enemies of Israel. Has 
his beliefs challenged 
when Jesus does a 
miracle.  



  

Group Guide 
For listening, discussion & reflection

EPISODE 1 
SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES 
‣ Luke 15:3-7 
‣ John 1:1-18 
‣ John 21:24-25 

CHARACTERS 
Jesus, James & John, Andrew & Peter, Thomas, 
Rema, Rema’s father, Matthew, Samaritans in 
Sychar, Samaritan cripple and his family 

The Big Question:  

What is your one BIG question from this 
episode? (What captured your imagination 
most, and what would you ask God about the 
events portrayed?) 

Bring to Group:  

What quote from this episode was the most 
meaningful/impactful to you? Why? 

QUESTIONS FOR YOU & GROUP 

1. Which characters stood out to you most? 
Which were most interesting? Most 
moving?  

2. The episode opens with John interviewing 
the disciples about their memories of Jesus. 
How would you share about how you met 
Jesus? Who do you enjoy talking with 
about Jesus? Why? 

3. The disciples were gathered to mourn the 
loss of John’s brother James. He had been 
martyred (Acts 12:1-2). Why is it good to 
simply reflect on Jesus during hard times? 

4. The disciples consistently seemed to “lose 
Jesus.” ;) How do we seek to control Jesus? 
How do we try to make Him fit our agenda? 

5. There was tension between Rema’s father, 
Thomas and Jesus. Why? How hard is it to 
trust Jesus over family?

NORTHSTAR CHURCH / SEASON 2 / EPISODE 1 

‣ Mark 3:17 
‣ Luke 9.52-56 
‣ John 4:28-30, 39-42 
‣ John 14:12

Group Guide 
For listening, discussion & reflection

EPISODE 3 
SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES 
‣ Psalm 139:8 
‣ Zechariah 14:1-5 

KEY CHARACTERS 
Jesus, Mary, the disciples, especially Matthew, 
Simon 

The Big Idea:  

What is your one BIG idea from this episode? 
(What captured your imagination most, and 
what would you first share with someone about 
this episode and how God spoke to you 
through it?) 

Bring to Group:  

What quote from this episode was the most 
meaningful/impactful to you? Why? 

QUESTIONS FOR YOU & GROUP 

1. Which characters stood out to you most? 
Which were most interesting? Most 
moving?  

2. This is a powerful and even uncomfortable 
episode. It’s unique in the series so far in 
that it captures an evening of ordinary 
conversation among the disciples as they 
discuss: 
- speculation about Messiah 
- exhaustion 
- simple questions about life - to get to 
know one another 
- the loss of a father 
- “i tried pork once” :) 
- swapping stories 
- wanting to know about Jesus’ birth 
- frustration with pace 
- questions about life, having expectations 
of Jesus

NORTHSTAR CHURCH / SEASON 2 / EPISODE 3 

First Congo Lenten Series 

Episode 3 

§ Matthew 4:24 – the time in which this 
episode takes place 

§ Psalm 139:8 – Philip uses 
§ Zechariah 14:1-5 – Prophecy disciples quote 

 

The disciples are passing the time as Jesus is 
working to heal and restore the masses of sick and 
demon-possessed people being brought to Him. 
The disciples discuss the future and face conflict 
among their own members. 
 

§ Which characters stood out to you most? 
What surprised you most in this episode? 

§ In this episode, an evening of ordinary 
conversation is the focus. Discussions about 
frustrations, history, stories, and more take 
place. In what ways does this resemble  

 

interactions between people         
in the church today? 

§ What did this episode highlight 
about the disciples? 

§ Little James asked, “How many 
would believe in Him if he 
wasn’t healing them?” What do 
you think about that question? 

§ How do you feel about Simon’s 
treatment of Matthew? 
Especially saying “I can’t forgive 
it. I won’t forgive it.” 

§ Read Matthew 7:1-5, How does 
this apply to Peter? What about 
us? 

§ Jesus returns completely 
exhausted. His condition 
stunned the disciples into 
silence, why do you think? 

 
 

Episode 4 

§ John 5:1-16 – Healing at the pool 
§ Psalm 69:9 – quoted (Zealots) 
§ Zechariah 8:20-23 - quoted 
§ Exodus 20:8-11 – Sabbath command (10 

commandments) 

Jesus and his disciples have made their way to 
Jerusalem for the Festival of Tabernacles. This festival 
brings Jews from all over the world to Jerusalem. 
Tensions are high with the Pharisees; however, Jesus 
knows of a man needing healed at a pagan pool.  
 

The artistic backstory of Simon the Zealot are 
introduced along with many historically accurate 
practices of the zealot sect of Judaism.  
 

”You’re not coming back here. That life is over. 
Everything changes now” – Simon Peter 

§ Which characters stood out to 
you most? Why? 

§ What did learn from this episode 
regarding: Sabbath practices, 
Festival of Tabernacles, and the 
zealots? 

§ John 5:5 tells us that Jesse was 
disabled for 38 years, what does 
his presence at the pool say 
about his desire to be healed? 

§ What was the stated goal of the 
zealots? In what ways can 
passionate people be so wrong 
about God’s Will? (Mark 15:7 was 
Barrabas a zealot?) 

§ Jesus tells Jesus that the pool 
has nothing to offer him, in what 
ways do we turn to a “pool” 
instead of Jesus? 

§ Take time to pray together. 
 


