Bible Intro - 2
Biblical Canon overview
One observation is we can discuss the Canon of the Bible for years, decades, centuries, or an entire lifetime but the truth is the Bible was inspired by God. 
The Bible has an inherent Authority which comes from God. 

Word Canon = Greek “kanon” = meaning = Measuring Rod
The Bible has an inherent authority given by God. 
Hebrews 4:12 NKJV
12 For the word of God [is] living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Written over a period of more than 1,600 years (from about 1500 BC to 100 AD)
Jesus and the Apostles affirm the Old Testament when they reference it
In Matthew 4:4 Jesus referenced Deuteronomy 8:3
Matthew 4:4 NKJV 4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' "
Deuteronomy 8:3 NKJV
3 "So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every [word] that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD.

Luke 4:17-21 NKJV
17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 
18 "The Spirit of the LORD [is] upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to [the] poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to [the] captives And recovery of sight to [the] blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
20 Then He closed the book, and gave [it] back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 
21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

The Hebrew Scriptures you would find in a Jewish Synagogue, are the same books we have in our Old Testament which has 39 books. They are arranged and grouped differently but it’s the same content in the Hebrew Canon and Old Testament Canon. 
TNK (Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim)
Torah = Teaching
Nevi’im = Prophets
Ketuvim = Writings

The bible is God breathed and if you are trying to use a naturalistic view to accept it then you will end up with a naturalistic conclusion and may have issues believing. 
There are folks who demand naturalistic evidence for something that is supernatural, God breathed. The Holy Spirit gives testimony of the bible. 

Luke 24:44 NKJV
44 Then He said to them, "These [are] the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and [the] Prophets and [the] Psalms concerning Me."

Jesus and Thomas
John 20:24-29 NKJV
24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe." 
26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 
27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand [here], and put [it] into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 
29 Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed [are] those who have not seen and [yet] have believed."

John 7:15-18 NKJV
15 And the Jews marveled, saying, "How does this Man know letters, having never studied?" 
16 Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 
17 "If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or [whether] I speak on My own [authority]. 
18 "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.

1st century Jewish historian Josephus offers a list of 22 OT books accepted by the Jews which appears to match our current 39 book collection (Against Apion, 1.38–42). 
For Josephus, at least, the OT canon seems quite settled: “For although such long ages have now passed, no one has ventured neither to add, or to remove, or to alter a syllable” (Against Apion, 1.42).

Apocrypha = Greek = to Hide away / Hidden
The Catholic Church includes these books in their bibles. 
Objection to the Apocrypha came from St. Jerome when he was translating the Septuagint into Latin. 
While comparing the Septuagint with earlier Hebrew manuscripts, Jerome concluded there was a problem with the Apocrypha and advised against considering them as Scripture. Others disagreed, and the Council of Rome in 382 included the Apocrypha in its list of canonical Scripture. 
The Council of Trent (which took place over multiple meetings from 1545 and 1563) reiterated that the Roman Catholic Church considered the Apocrypha to be canonical Scripture.
Why Do We Reject the Apocrypha as Canon?
1. Not enough manuscript evidence. 
2. The canon was closed already. 
3. Tonal shifts. 
4. Thematic problems. 
5. Lack of apostolic evidence. 

2 Timothy 3:16 – NKJV
16 All Scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Dead Sea scrolls

The Ten Commandments Dead Sea Scroll, scroll 4Q41, was discovered in 1952 in Cave 4 near the Dead Sea site of Qumran. The scroll dates to the first century B.C.E. and is written in Hebrew.

Are there any changes from the original? 
The only change is our bibles have “Keep the Sabbath”
The Dead Sea scrolls adds a word to “Remember” the Sabbath
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