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Bible Intro 4 - New Testament 

400 years from Old Testament – New Testament
Those are 4 Centuries, a long time
Consider the United States is 247 years old 
Political and Cultural Changes
	The Romans controlled Palestine, instead of the Persians
	Greek thought and culture now threaten to derail God’s people
Geographical Changes
	Palestine is divided into Judea, Galilee, Samaria
Religious Changes
Religious Parties: 
	Pharisees and Sadduccess 
	Zealots and Herodians 
Did not exist in the Old testament
Religious functionaries:
The Teacher of the Law and Rabbis play a prominent role. 
Religious institutions:
	Temple is now a magnificent complex
Each town now has a Synagogue = a place of worship and study of the Word of God. 




The Gospels record the life of Jesus from different perspectives:
Mark, Luke are similar to Matthew, these 3 Gospels are often called the “Synoptic Gospels” = Synoptic = to see together, 
Gospel = Good News
The “Gospel” – the Good new -but it goes further it’s the “nearly-too-good-to-be-true news”
The Good News is what Jesus did for us. He did something that is “nearly-too-good-to-be-true news” –
John 3:16-17 NKJV
16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Matthew (Tax Collector) = The Promised King / Jesus the Messiah = Jesus is the Promised Messiah 
Matthew talks about Jesus who fulfills the Old Testament prophecies. 
Matthew was a tax collector who became one of Jesus disciples 
Significant Theme: Jesus the Messiah, the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy
Original Readers: Jews
Writers’ Perspective: Teacher
Greatest Empasis: Jesus’ sermons and words
Matthew 5:17 - "Do not presume that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.



Mark (John Mark) = Jesus the Servant of God = The Superhuman Power of Jesus
Mark narrates the things Jesus did rather than the things Jesus said. He stresses action rather than teaching. – Helper of Paul and Barnabas – He was a missionary – who deserted Paul and Barnabas 
Significant Theme: Jesus backing up his words with actions
Original Readers: Gentiles / Romans
Writers’ Perspective: Storyteller
Greatest Empasis: Jesus miracles and actions
Mark’s Gospel is believed to contain essentially the story of Jesus as told by Peter, written between 60 – 70 A.D in Rome. 
Mark 10:45 - "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."

Luke (Physician) = Jesus the son of Man = The Humanity of Jesus 
Luke shows Jesus’ kindness towards the weak, the suffering and the outcast. He heals the sick and seeks out those rejected by society. Wrote the Book of Acts also. – Close friend with Paul
Significant Theme: Jesus as fully God but also fully human
Original Readers: Greeks
Writers’ Perspective: Historian
Greatest Empasis: Jesus humanity
Luke 19:9-10  - And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."



John (Fisherman) = Jesus the son of God = Emphasis on the Deity of Jesus 
The Gospel of John presents what Jesus said rather than what He did.
John the Apostle, Son of Zebedee and brother of James. Also wrote Revelations. 
Significant Theme: Belief in Jesus as a requirement for salvation
Original Readers: Christians throughout the world
Writers’ Perspective: Theologian
Greatest Empasis: The principles of Jesus’ teaching
John 20:30-31 - 30 So then, many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that by believing you may have life in His name.

Acts of the Apostles
Writer: Luke (Gentile physician)
Written between: 63 – 70 AD
Acts 1:7-9  - 7 But He said to them, "It is not for you to know periods of time or appointed times which the Father has set by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part of the earth." 9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were watching, and a cloud took Him up, out of their sight.
Acts talks about Peter and Paul and mainly those of Paul.
Peter’s Ministry (1:1 – 12:25)
	1 – Establishment of the Church
	2 – Expansion of the Church
Paul’s Ministry (13:1 – 28:31)
	1 – First missionary journey
	2 – The council at Jerusalem
	3 – Second missionary journey
	4- Third missionary journey 
	5 – Paul on trial
The book of Acts links the Gospel which are primarily an account of Jesus life and ministry to the apostolic letters. It has the history of how Christianity was founded and organized and how the early church solved problems. 



Romans
Writer: Paul
Written about: 57 AD 
Purpose: To Introduce Paul to the Romans and present the heart of his message before his arrival in Rome. 
While Paul was in Corith. 
A - What to Believe (1:1 – 11:36) Paul clearly sets fourth the foundation of the Christian faith. 
Romans 1:16 -17 - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it [the] righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written: "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS [ONE] WILL LIVE BY FAITH."




1- Sinfulness of humanity 
Romans 3:23-25 - 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood--to be received by faith.

2- Forgiveness of sin through Christ
Romans 10:9-13 - 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus [as] Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart [a person] believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same [Lord] is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for "EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."

3- Freedom from sin’s grasp
Romans 8:1-2 - Therefore there is now no condemnation at all for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

4- Living a life led by the Spirit
Romans 8:12 – 17 - 12 So then, brothers [and sisters,] we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- 13 for if you are living in accord with the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons [and daughters] of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons [and daughters] by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with [Him] so that we may also be glorified with [Him.]

· Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

· Acts (the life of the early church) (Acts of the Apostles)

· Paul’s epistles (13 books: longest to shortest)
· Letters to Churches
· Romans
· 1–2 Corinthians
· Galatians
· Ephesians
· Philippians
· Colossians
· 1–2 Thessalonians
· Letters to Individuals
· 1–2 Timothy
· Titus
· Philemon
· General Epistles (not addressed to specific churches)
· Hebrews
· James
· 1–2 Peter
· 1–3 John
· Jude
· Revelation (the end of this age)
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