
Biblical Leadership
Characteristics of a Godly Leader

John 14:15 NKJV - ”“If you love Me, keep My commandments.“

Keep (tēréō)- to attend to carefully, guard, observe, hold fast to

It carries the idea of a military army or fortress that is going to prevent someone from escaping.  

This isn’t a passive word.  This is a very aggressive, active word.  

1.  For a leader, God’s Word has to be final authority.  

When God says it, that’s it.  End of debate or discussion, period.  

A godly leader is not swayed by popular opinion, but stands for God’s Word.

The Word of God is the standard, the foundation.  We keep His commandments.  As a leader, it’s our go to.  We don’t hide from it, or try to avoid it, we boldly declare it and state this is why we do what we do, say what we say, believe what we believe.  

When we make God’s Word final authority in our lives we become a person of integrity.  

Integrity - Being honest with a steadfast adherence to a strict moral or ethical code.  

2.  A Servants Heart

Matthew 20:26-28 NKJV - ”Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”“

A Godly leader has a servants heart and serves people. 

Romans 1:1 NKJV - ”Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God“

There is a progression here:  Servant, Called, Set apart to do.

3.  Humility

I Peter 5:5 NKJV - ”Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”“

How do I stay humble?  Don’t take credit for any of your success.  Give glory and honor to God for any and all success you have.  

God’s grace is His ability, His power, and His strength.  

I Peter 5:6-7 NKJV - ”Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.“

It is our responsibility to humble ourselves.  

4.  Boldness

In the early church Christian’s were being severely persecuted.  Thrown in jail.  Many were being murdered.

Acts 4:29-30 NKJV - ”Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”“

A godly leader is a bold leader!  

Acts 4:31 NKJV - ”And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.“

Being timid is based in FEAR.

II Timothy 1:7 NKJV - ”For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.“

2 Timothy 1:7 NLT - ”For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.“

Timidity - Fearfulness; want of courage or boldness to face danger;

A godly leader is not fearful, but full of faith and bold to speak out and do what God has called them to do.  





