
Faith - Balancing Grace and Faith


Read all of Hebrews chapter 11 this week to see the hero’s of faith.

We need to maintain a balance when it comes to faith.  

Romans 10:9-10 NKJV - “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

When you emphasis faith and don’t teach a balance, then what happens is that we think that we actually did this.  You believed, you confessed, but salvation was not something you did for yourself.  

Jesus saved you.  But He didn’t save you when you prayed that prayer.  You were saved when He went to the cross, died for your sins.  You accessed by faith what God, by His grace, provided when you prayed that prayer. 

It wasn’t your faith that convinced God to move!

Faith doesn’t twist God’s arm and force Him to do something for us.  I did this, this and this, said my confession, quoted the scripture, I did step 1, 2, 3, and so God you have to do this now.  That’s the wrong attitude and not how faith works!

Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV - “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

It wasn’t by faith we were saved (SOZO).  It was by grace we were saved, through faith.  

Grace (Charis) - It means favor, joy, gift, or benefit, and all of it is unmerited.

Grace is God’s ability, His power, that you don’t deserve, you didn’t earn, working in your life.  

But in order to receive His grace, it requires faith.  Faith is our positive response to what God by His grace has freely given us.  

For example:  Salvation is available to every single person, God by His grace provides it, but we receive it by faith!

Acts 9:32-34 NKJV - “Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda.  There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately.”

Healing was available to him, not because he had earned it, it was by grace healing was provided to us. 

But this man wasn’t healed just because it was available.  This man had to respond, in faith, to what grace had provided.  

He acted in faith and received what was already available to him by grace.  

Luke 8:43-46 NKJV - “Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.””

This woman touched Jesus clothes and power went out of Jesus into her body and healed her.

Luke 8:47 NKJV - “Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.”

Why was she trembling?  She didn’t ask if this was ok.  

Luke 8:48 NKJV - “And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.””

Looks like her faith made this happen, but this is really a bad translation.  

Luke 8:48 YLT98 - “and he said to her, ‘Take courage, daughter, thy faith hath saved thee, be going on to peace.’”

Saved.  This is the Greek word SOZO.  This is the same word we read in Ephesians 2 where by grace you were saved, through faith.  

So we see a clearer picture of what happened here.  This woman used her faith to access the grace, what was freely given to her, SOZO.  

Jesus said this was ok to do what she did.   It’s ok for us too.  By faith we can access anything that grace has given us.

This is how you access anything and everything God has given us by his grace!

