
Faith - Fake or Real Faith?


Hebrews 11:1 NKJV - “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Faith is a real spiritual force.  It’s not an abstract concept.  It’s not a religious idea.  Faith, the God kind of faith, is VERY REAL.  A spiritual substance.  Just because you can’t see a spiritual substance doesn’t mean it’s not real.  

Romans 10:17 NKJV - “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Faith is based on something.  What God says.  It’s not based on what you think, it’s not based on popular opinion or ideas of how we think things should be.  

In order to have faith in God you have to have the Word of God. 

Hearing and hearing the Word of God builds your faith.  Not having heard! (in the past)

II Timothy 1:5 NKJV - “when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.”

Being around faith people will strengthen you in your faith.  Hanging around people full of doubt and unbelief can hinder your faith.  

GENUINE faith.  Unfeigned (anupokritos) is the KJV translation.  

Feigned - assumed, invented, or imagined.  Not real you could say.  

Unfeigned faith is real faith, not assumed, or imagined.  There is a fake faith out there that looks like faith, sounds like faith, but it’s not.  It’s assumed, imagined, not real.

Luke 4:9-11 NKJV - “Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ””

You don’t go looking for a scripture to justify your actions.  You look to the scripture to guide us, and the leading of the Holy Spirit to confirm in your heart what God is telling you, THEN you act.  

Luke 4:12 NKJV  - “And Jesus answered and said to him, “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ””

You don’t determine if it’s faith by the action, you determine if it’s faith by what God says about that situation.  

Just because it’s a good thing doesn’t mean God wants you to do it.  You can’t do something in faith without first hearing from Him.

Acts 19:11-12 NKJV - “Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.”

Acts 19:13-14 NKJV - “Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.”

Faith doesn’t come by seeing what someone else is doing.  Faith doesn’t come from observing someone else be successful, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  (Just because God told someone to do something doesn’t mean you are to do it as well)

Acts 19:15-16 NKJV  - “And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”

This wasn’t faith in God.  It may have looked on the outside like it was faith, but it was NOT.

Everything you do in your life as a Christian should be done in Faith!!!

Hebrews 11:1-3 NKJV  - “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”

We understand things by faith.  

Hebrews 11:6 NKJV - “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

Anything you ever do for God in this life will require faith.  

