
Faith
Two Kinds of Faith - Handout

Natural Faith and the God Kind of Faith.  

John 20:24 NKJV  - “Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.”

This is after Jesus was raised from the dead and had appeared to His disciples.  But Thomas was not there.

John 20:25 NKJV - “The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.””

5 natural senses - Touch, Sight, Taste, Hearing, Smell

Natural faith is believing because you have perceived something with your 5 natural senses.

John 20:26 NKJV  - “And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!””

John 20:27 NKJV  - “Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.””

Unbelieving - Faith-less
Believing - sure, true, trusting.  

John 20:28-29 NKJV - “And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.””

We (Christians) are those who have not seen yet believe.  We are those who have faith. 

Thomas believed because of what he felt and what he saw.  That’s not how Jesus is telling us to be.  That’s natural faith only.  Faith that is based on natural senses.  Jesus said that we need to believe, or have faith, when we don’t see, when we don’t feel, when we don’t perceive something with our natural senses, that shouldn’t persuade what we believe!!!

The God kind of Faith believes what God says OVER their 5 natural senses

Often in our lives we trust 1 natural sense and ignore the other 4 natural senses.  Faith is simply trusting what God says and ignoring the other 5 natural senses.  

Your 5 natural senses may or may not agree with what God says.  

Hebrews 11:1 NKJV  - “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Hebrews 11:1 YLT98  - “And faith is of things hoped for a confidence, of matters not seen a conviction,”

Hebrews 11:1 AMPC  - “NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].”

Faith (Greek-Pistis) – Confidence, assurance. 
Vines Bible Dictionary – “Firm persuasion, a conviction based on hearing”
Substance (Hypostasis) – A support, a confidence, assurance. 
Hope (Elpizo) – expectation, trust, to anticipate usually w/pleasure, confidence. 
Vines Bible Dictionary – “confident expectation”

The God kind of Faith is always in the present tense.  Not past, not future.  Hope is confident expectation of the future.  

Evidence (El-egc-hos) – conviction, proof, a fixed firm belief, being convinced.

My definition of faith - Faith is the confident assurance of things you are confidently expecting, the conviction or proof of things you haven’t seen yet.

Faith contacts things in the spirit realm that 5 natural senses haven’t detected it yet.

Confidence – full trust; or reliability of a person or thing
Arrogance - Having or displaying a sense of overbearing self-worth or self-importance, overbearing pride

A major difference between the two is knowing what your source is. If your source is yourself, your faith, your faith in your faith, it’s arrogance, prideful. “Look what I am going to do, by myself.” 
Confidence is full trust or reliability in the Lord, full trust in God as your source.
Some people get the two mixed up, because they see someone confident, and think they are 
arrogant.

Romans 10:10 NKJV  - “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Faith is a real spiritual force that works in the spirit of a person.  

Faith is not in your head or of the head.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.”

You can have doubts in your mind and still be in faith.  


