
Introduction to Leadership

The best leadership teaching in the world is right here in the Word of God.  Leadership teaching that is not based on the Word of God is worthless.

Biblical Leadership - Leadership that is informed and guided by the principles and teachings found in the Bible.  

So we are not just talking about leadership principles and tools, we are talking about leading God’s way.  

Just because you are in a leadership position doesn’t make you a good leader.  Title doesn’t make you a good leader.   

Leadership starts in the heart.   A Godly leader will have the heart of God.

I Samuel 13:6-8 NKJV - ”When the men of Israel saw that they were in danger (for the people were distressed), then the people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.“

King Saul is under a lot of pressure.  

I Samuel 13:9-12 NKJV - ”So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt offering. Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet him. And Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.”“

King Saul had no right to make that offering to the Lord and violated the Word of God by doing so.  What’s worse, he blamed the people and also Samuel for the reason why he did it. 

You find out what kind of a leader someone is when there is pressure.  What will they do?  How will they react?  Saul is blaming others.  That is not what a Godly leader does.  

I Samuel 13:13-14 NKJV - ”And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”“

King Saul was chosen by God.  He was chosen by God to be the first King of Israel.  It wasn’t like someone voted him in and now God is correcting their mistake.  Saul was the right guy for the job!!  God chose him!!!  David wasn’t God’s first choice!!!!

And now God is removing Him from his leadership position.  He did not have God’s heart on how to lead.  

Kept - watched over, preserved, treasure, observe  

This wasn’t because he didn’t have the tools, the equipment, the leadership skills.  But he didn’t have God’s heart, didn’t watch over, treasure, observe, what God had told him, and so now God is looking for another leader, who will have His heart.  Being a Godly leader starts in your heart.

Acts 13:22 NKJV - ”And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’“

David was a man after God’s own heart who would do ALL God’s will!  God is not interested in doing things half way.  He’s looking for a leader who will do ALL God has for him to do.

David refused to accomplish God’s plan in an improper way.  David valued what God had said and held onto it.  God chose David as the leader of Israel because of David’s heart lined up with God’s heart.

Biblical leaders are selected because of their heart and not because of their talent!

God was looking for a man after His own heart.  

Psalms 139:23-24 NKJV - ”Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.“

Psalms 51:10 NKJV - ”Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.“

Psalms 19:14 NKJV - ”Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.“

David wanted his heart to line up with God’s heart.  He wasn’t interested in making a name for himself as a great leader, “make me a great leader God, give me influence over people.”  His prayers were not what most people who are leaders would pray for today.  

He wanted his heart lined up with God’s heart.  

Who has your heart?  Is your sole purpose in life to please God and do what He wants you to do?  Are you willing to surrender your life to Him?  Do what He wants?

You can get leadership tricks and tips, tools, but none of those things make a Biblical leader.  

What’s important to God is important to you!

I Kings 2:1-4 NKJV - ”Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son, saying: “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. And keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn; that the Lord may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’“

David’s final words to his son was to have God’s heart.  Walk in His ways, keep His statues, His commandments, His judgements, His testimonies.  

He could have given him 10 leadership principles to live by.  The top 5 thing every leader needs to do.  He didn’t do any of that, the most important thing was for Solomon to have God’s heart in everything he did.  

I Corinthians 13:1-3 NKJV - ”Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.“

We lead from a position of love, because God is love.  

A Godly leader thinks about others and looks to be a blessing to others.  

I Kings 3:9 NKJV - ”Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”“



