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Prayer Week 6
What to do when your prayers seem unanswered

Prayer is partnership with God and His Kingdom.

 Intimacy              Confidence            Authority               Partnership          

A. Praying according to His Will.
1 John 5:14 NKJV
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
1 John 5:15 BSB And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we already possess what we have asked of Him.

B. Knowing God’s Will.
Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

C. God’s Word abide in me.
John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
1. God’s Word does not change.
2. Resisting God’s Word to abide in you.
3You ask and do not receive, because you ask with the wrong motives, so that you may spend what you request on your pleasures. 
D. Faith in prayer
1 John 5:15 BSB And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we already possess what we have asked of Him.

What is going on? Let’s look at the life of Daniel.
· Interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. (Dan 2)
· Interpreted the handwriting on the wall. (Dan 5)
· Delivered from the lion’s den. (Dan 6)
· Daniel was no novice.
· He saw different results for his prayers.
· Daniel 9:4-19 is Daniel’s prayer asking God for understanding on Jeremiah’s prophecy.
· It takes about 3 minutes to read the entire prayer.
· Daniel 9:15 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my request to the Lord my God for his holy hill— 21while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23As soon as you began to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the word and understand the vision. 
·  
· Daniel 10:12 Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.
· Both times Daniel prayed God answered his prayer immediately. 


Instant Prayers
· The answer had to be moved from the Spiritual realm into earthly realm.
· Jesus encountered this but He didn’t let his sense dictate His faith in God’s nature. See Luke 17:12-19 healing of the 10 lepers.

· Mark 11:24 believe I received when I pray, THEN I shall have it.
· He already gave it to you. The ball is in your court.
· The enemy knows God is good and He know God is bound to His Word so when you pray according to God’s will, there is no doubt in the devil’s mind that you will receive what you ask.


· Daniel 10:13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.
· Ephesians 6:12 we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
· Just because I don’t see an answer immediately doesn’t mean God didn’t answer. 
· The false idea is that once God answers, it just happens immediately. When we don’t see results our faith in God gets 
· Matthew 21:21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done.22If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
· Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Believing is seeing vs. Seeing is believing.
· We know God answers prayers according to His will.
· God doesn’t withhold anything from us. He gave us His own Son why would He withhold anything good from us.
· Hebrews 5:13,14 For everyone who lives on milk is still an infant, inexperienced in the message of righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained their senses to distinguish good from evil.
· Your senses must be fine-tuned.
· 2 Kings 6:15 Alas, my master! How shall we do? And he answered, fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.
· He was dominated by what his eyes saw.
· John 4:24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
· Those controlled by their senses cannot please God says Romans 8:8
· Hebrews 5:13,14 For everyone who lives on milk is still an infant, inexperienced in the message of righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained their senses to distinguish good from evil. 

Demonic resistance
· If I’m not seeing visible results, check for 2 things:
1. Check if your faith is wavering. James 1:7 
2. Check for demonic opposition. Ephesians 6:12
· If your faith is wavering:
1. Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
2. Jude 1:20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,
3. Matthew 17:20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
· If its demonic opposition:
1. James 4:7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
2. Daniel wasn’t a New Covenant believer. He didn’t have any power or authority over the enemy. All he could do was stand in his understanding that God is faithful.

Resisting the devil
1. Praise
· Matthew 21:16 and they said to Him, “Do You hear what these children are saying?” And Jesus *said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, ‘From the mouths of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for Yourself’?”
· Psalm 8:2 From the mouths of infants and nursing babies You have established strength because of Your enemies,
To do away with the enemy and the revengeful.
2. Prayer of intercession.
· Pray in the Spirit so He can pray the perfect bulls-eye prayer for your situation.
· Allow the Holy Spirit to take hold together with you to pray the bulls-eye prayer.
· Praying in the spirit can shorten the time of the manifestation.
· The reason why the enemy hates and put so much fear in praying in the spirit.

Drawing out power
· 2 Peter 1:3,4 for His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. Through these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world on account of lust.
· John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
· Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Since you have rejected knowledge,
I also will reject you from being My priest.
Since you have forgotten the Law of your God,
I also will forget your children.
· John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.


Conclusion
God is excited to hear from you as you grow in your prayer life.
Grow in intimacy in Him and partner up with Him using His Word, His Spirit, your words, and faith to bring His will to earth!


