
Biblical Leadership
Principles of Biblical Leadership


Leading by Example

I Timothy 4:12 NKJV - ”Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.“

Example in word - Leaders should have their mouths under control and not spout things out.  This is important for everyone but especially leaders because you can really hurt people with your mouth.  

We have to realize as a leader, we are criticized often because of the position we are in.  Don’t lash out at people and control your tongue.  

Example in conduct - This is talking about our lifestyle.  We don’t say one thing, and do another.  We live according to what the Word of God says.  We earn respect by our lifestyle.

Example in love - We might be a great speaker, speak in tongues, operate in spiritual gifts, but according to 1 Cor 13 we are nothing without love.  God’s love must define our lives.  In everything we do, a leader does it from a love perspective. 

The people you are leading God loves.  So we treat them appropriately, in love, even if we have to correct them.

Example in spirit - This is taking about your attitude.  You can do the right things, but if your attitude is wrong while doing it, people will know.  

Example in faith - When we are faced with challenges in life, a leader must respond in faith as an example to others.  We don’t operate in fear, but faith as an example to others.

Example in purity - This is speaking about integrity.  

Titus 2:6-8 NKJV - ”Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.“

Same word here was translated “pattern” was translated “example” in 1 Timothy 4.  
“Having nothing evil to say of you” means that you are staying above reproach.  



2.  Being Led by the Holy Spirit (seeking God’s guidance)

John 8:3-5 NKJV - ”Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?”“

They are trying to trap Jesus here.  Jesus didn’t immediately do anything……

John 8:6 NKJV - ”This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.“

Jesus is ignoring the pressure and He’s getting direction.

John 8:7-8 NKJV - ”So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.“

This was the perfect response!!!  As a leader it’s vitally important that we always seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and if we don’t know, don’t do anything.  Don’t respond.  

Don’t allow people to pressure you into doing something, saying something, acting on something, when you don’t have the direction from the Holy Spirit.

People may get impatient with you, some even mad at you, but you don’t have to respond.  Take the time, look for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and you’ll be a great leader.  

The Holy Spirit is your lifeline!

3.  Empowering others

Luke 8:22-25 NKJV - ”Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they launched out. But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. But He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, “Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”“

Jesus said “where is YOUR faith?”.  In other words, you could have done that.  

All throughout Jesus ministry He was empowering others by teaching, training, and equipping them.

John 14:12 NKJV - ”“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.“

This is Jesus empowering others.  You are going to be doing the exact same things as me.  

II Timothy 2:1-2 NKJV - ”You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.“

But it’s not just about us growing spiritually, that’s a part of it of course, but we are to empower others also.  Not just store up what we have for ourselves, but empower others.  Equip others so they can also do what God has called them to do and also teach others. 

This is what a Biblical Leader does.



