
Preparing to Minister
Spirit Led Ministry

Romans 8:1 NKJV - “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

We are to conduct our lives according to the Spirit, and not the flesh. 

Romans 8:2 NKJV  - “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”

Romans 8:5-8 NKJV - “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

Conduct your life, live your life, not as a mere physical being but a spirit being.  

Romans 8:14 NKJV  - “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

Paul is contrasting here living a carnal life versus living a spiritual life.  Being dominated by your flesh, versus being led by the Spirit.  

What are the dangers of this?  As Paul said here if you are going to live in the flesh, live a carnal life, you are going to be against God, in opposition with God.  

Being against God is not a good plan for ministry.  It is possible to be a minister of the gospel and be in the flesh.  Led by carnal things, versus being led by the spirit.  

It is easy to fall into a trap as a minister to exclude the Holy Spirit from your ministry.

We can get so wrapped up in doing things a certain way, religious tradition, that probably was OK at one point but we can get more interested in having it our way and ministering our way versus doing Spirit Led Ministry.  

This is His church, this is His ministry.  

How can you have Spirit Led Ministry?

Through praying, but not just praying, praying in the Spirit.

I Corinthians 14:2-5 NKJV - “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.”

Praying in the Spirit, in tongues, is vitally important.  That doesn’t mean when you minister you only speak in tongues the whole time you are ministering.  That’s not going to edify anyone but yourself in a church service.  
But we pray in tongues to prepare ourselves to minister.  To hear His voice and get aligned with Him.

I Corinthians 14:18 NKJV  - “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all;”

Paul was a tongue talking minister.  

1 Corinthians 14:18 AMPC  - “I thank God that I speak in [strange] tongues (languages) more than any of you or all of you put together;”

Paul was a very effective minister.  To have a Spirit Led Ministry you have to be in tune with what the Holy Spirit wants you to do.  You need revelation, understanding, wisdom.  All of this comes from Him. 

Praying in the Spirit does not get God to help us more as ministers, but it does help us to align with Him and His plan.  

We need to connect our Spirit with our tongues as minsters.  Put your plan and flesh under and allow the Holy Spirit to do what He wants to do while you are ministering.

You study, you prepare, you have notes, but at the time when you step up to minister you are still listening and yielding to the Holy Spirit.

As an example - Don’t let the fact you spent 10 hours preparing to minister something keep you from following the Holy Spirit.  

Often you feel like you HAVE to minister that because you spent so much time on it, or you like it.  Or you are comfortable with it.  But what does that have to do with anything?  We are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not our own gospel. 

Examples of Spirit Led Ministry

Acts 13:2-4 NKJV - “As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”

Who decided it was time?  The Holy Spirit.  Who decided for them to go to Cyprus?  It was the Holy Spirit sending them.

Acts 15:28 NKJV  - “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:”

They thought it was a good idea.  But they also checked with the Holy Spirit to make sure this is what they should be doing.

Acts 16:6-7 NKJV - “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them.”

The Holy Spirit said “no, don’t preach there”. You minister what the Holy Spirit puts on your heart and WHEN and WHERE He tells you.  

Acts 18:5 NKJV - “When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.”

Paul was compelled by the Holy Spirit in what he should do, testifying about Jesus being the Christ.  It was a Spirit Led message.  I’m sure there were many other things Paul could teach them.  Many other things maybe he likes to teach, but he yielded to the Holy Spirit.

Being led by the Holy Spirit in ministering doesn’t mean you don’t plan and prepare.  Allow the Holy Spirit to be a part of your study and preparation.  

And then when it comes time to minister, you have a plan, you have studied, you have prepared a message, but first and foremost you are going to be led by the Holy Spirit in what and how you minister.

2 Timothy 2:15 AMPC - “Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.”

Study, prepare, and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit when preparing and studying, and delivering your message.

For those who will be listening, come ready to receive. 

The level or degree of anointing from a person ministering is impacted by the people who are being ministered to.

Hebrews 5:11-12 NKJV - “of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”

Paul wanted to minister solid food, he could have ministered solid food, but since they were not receiving, he had to settle for the bottle.  

John 16:12 NKJV  - ““I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.”

Jesus had many more things to tell them but THEY were not ready to receive it.  Get all God has for you.  You can help the person ministering by engaging. Pulling. Amening.  

Put a demand on the gift in that person.

By being ready to receive you’ll get more out of it and you will help the person ministering!




