
The Basics of Righteousness - The Fruit of the Spirit

II Corinthians 5:17 NKJV  - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

Not trying to be, one day may become, no, YOU ARE right now, a new creation in Christ.

You are a spirit being.  Since we are spirit beings, we need to be more spiritual. 

We need to be aware of spiritual things, how things work in the spirit realm, and how the spirit realm impacts the natural realm.  

II Corinthians 5:21 NKJV - “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

I Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV - “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.”

Reviler - someone who runs off at the mouth
Covetous - unhealthy desire for and love of money.  
Extortion - illegal use of ones position to obtain property and funds.  

Christians have done all of these things.  Does this mean that anyone who has done these things is not going to heaven?  NO!

I Corinthians 6:11 NKJV - “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”

That’s not who YOU are any longer.  You WERE washed.  You WERE sanctified (made holy).  You WERE justified (made innocent).

You aren’t unrighteous.  You shouldn’t be acting like a unrighteous person, a fornicator, adulterer, homosexual, thief, adulterer.   

Carnal - ruled and controlled by the flesh.  

A good way to be more spiritual and less carnal is to regularly fast.  Let your flesh know who is in charge, YOU, YOUR SPIRIT.

I Corinthians 6:12 NKJV - “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”

You are free.  You can do what you want.  God is not going to stop you from doing something.  Overeating, committing sexual sin, cussing out your neighbor
But since we are new creations in Christ, we should want to be better!!  Just because we can doesn’t mean we should.  We open the door to the devil when we sin, and he comes in to steal, kill and destroy.  

The Fruit of the Spirit is in our spirit

Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”

Notice that this says the FRUIT, not fruits.  All of these are in us.  Every born again spirit has all nine of these in them, right now.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 AMPC - “Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening].”

This kind of love is in you.  How do you walk in this love?  You can’t or can’t, many Christians do not.  If we are going to be spiritual, and not carnal, then we need to understand how to live our lives from the inside out, versus the outside in.

Believe it,and see yourself for you who really are.

You are a new creation in Christ.  You are not who others have said you are or even who you’ve said you are.  

God’s love is in you.   Joy is in you, 24 hours in a day.  If you are depressed, then you are being carnal.  Peace is in you.  All of this fruit is in you.  

James 1:22 AMPC  - “But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].”

Many Christians are deceived because of this, they know the Word, but they don’t do what it says.  Well we know God, we pray, we go to church.  Those are all good things, but being a DOER means if you read it in the Word of God, and it says to do something, we do it.  It’s final authority in my life.

James 1:23-24 AMPC - “For if anyone only listens to the Word without obeying it and being a doer of it, he is like a man who looks carefully at his [own] natural face in a mirror; For he thoughtfully observes himself, and then goes off and promptly forgets what he was like.”

In the natural, if you want to see what you look like, you simply look in the mirror.

Spiritually speaking, you can’t see who you are by looking in a natural mirror.  To see yourself spiritually, to see who you really are in Christ, beyond the lies, deceit, that the world has programmed your mind with, you have to look in the mirror of the Word of God.

You let the Word of God tell you who you are.  You let the Word of God tell you what’s in you.  Believe it, agree with it, say it!  That’s who I am!  I am a patient person, kind person, forgiving person, etc.  

Let the love of God, joy of God, peace, patience, gentleness, kindness, define who you are, how you act towards others.  

Ephesians 5:1-4 NKJV - “Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.”

Don’t allow the worlds view of how you should be, how you should act.  Let the mirror of the Word of God tell you who you really are.  











