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Intro to The Covenant: Part 2
· Eph 2:12,13NKJ that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

· Definition of Covenant: the strongest agreement or union between two parties based on trust, love, and differences; and if broken the punishment is death.
· Genesis 15:6AMP Then Abram believed in (affirmed, trusted in, relied on, remained steadfast to) the LORD; and He counted (credited) it to him as righteousness (doing right in regard to God and man).
· Abram gave himself completely to God. There was a loving trust that Abram had towards God the way a young baby is with his nursing mom.
· Abram believed what God promised. He believed God’s Word.

When two parties, tribes, or nations decided to cut the covenant:
· Select a representative for the entire tribe to cut the covenant that would automatically enter every person of that tribe into the benefits and curses of it.
· 
· They set an appointed time and place. Usually, a large field where both nations and tribes can witness the covenant-cutting process. 
· 
· Select a sacrificial animal for cutting and shedding of blood to create a blood path.
· 
· Exchange symbolic items of what each tribe receives as a benefit for being in partnership with one another.
· They exchange belts, robes, weapons, names, scares to show they are in covenant and have a big covenant meal with wine and bread.
· 
· The covenant partners never doubt of their benefits or if they had access to them. They only receive them and take full advantage of every benefit as their need arise. 

A covenant is only as strong as the weakest member of it.

Question 1: How did God cut a covenant with us?
Gal 3:16 Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ.
Gal 3:17 And this I say that the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before(Genesis 22:18) by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect.
Genesis 22:18NKJ In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”

Gen 15:12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.
-He fell into a deep sleep because he was not allowed to participate in this covenant. He was too weak, and a stronger better representative had to take his place.

Gen 15:17 And it came to pass when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.
The smoking oven is the wrath of God poured on sin. The wrath of God was poured on Jesus.
The burning torch represents Jesus. He was highly esteemed but now low and despised. He left heaven and took the form of a man who became sin for us and who received the wrath of God for us. 

So, God the Father and Jesus Christ cut the covenant with each other.


Question 2: How did we enter a covenant with God?

We get into this covenant by being IN CHRIST.

How do we go from being outside of Christ to being IN CHRIST?

- Born again and put faith in Christ: 
Rom. 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 



-Joined with Christ:
· 1 Cor. 6:17 But the person who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him.
· His Spirit is imparting into my born-again spirit all that Christ is.
· 1 Cor. 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but The Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
· Ephesians 4:24LSV and to put on the new man, which, according to God, was created in righteousness and kindness of the truth.
· 2 Cor. 5:17NKJ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
· 2 Cor 5:17AMP Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new life].

-Everything that Christ earned in the covenant is now mine when I stay in Christ.
Jhn 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me, you can do nothing.

Why? Because I did not cut the covenant with God, Jesus did!
Whatever Jesus is and has he shares with us if you know your covenant and know how to receive and know righteousness and grace.

Before we move on to the steps of cutting the covenant, we must understand that God and Jesus cut the covenant with each other, period! 

Question 3: Why did God cut a covenant with us?
The answer is found in John 3:16
Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Let’s visit the definition of Covenant again:

Definition of Covenant: the strongest agreement or union between two parties based on trust, love, and differences and only broken by death.






