
Preacher: Pastor Thomas Cowell      Saturday: Pastor Mark Resner 

Organist: Pam Gogerty   Bell Director: Donna Gadbury 

5:00 PM  

Elder:       Kevin Rash 

8:00 AM 

Greeters: Kurt & Lynette Hankins   Ushers: Rod Scuffham 

Elders:       Carl Westling, Dave Walker  Rita Scuffham 

Acolytes: Mason Green    Matt Gerdis 

Reader:  John Kern    Will Struecker 

10:45 AM 

Greeters:  Mike & Sheri Klein  Ushers: Jayme Lentz 

Elders:       Daryl Thompson    Logan Lentz 

Acolytes:  Volunteer Needed   Tony Whitacre 

Reader:  Jane Dreyer    John Bilsten 

Altar Flowers: LaRue Hanselman (in memory of husband Vernon) 

Lift High the Cross Sponsors:  Bahne & Diane Struecker 

Dial-A-Devotion Reader: Kathy Bichel (This week); Deb Baas (Next week) 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

Isaiah 11:1–10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 

shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

Romans 15:4–13 
 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the 

God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Matthew 3:1–12 
 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 

Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;  

 make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 

the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 

in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 

as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 

than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 

gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Divine Service  
Setting Four  

Prelude  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          

Ringing of the Bell  

Bell Choir (10:45)  

           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Hymn Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 

Confession  & Absolution            p 203 

The Kyrie 

Salutation and Collect 

Old Testament Isaiah 11:1–10  

Epistle Romans 15:4–13  

Alleluia and Verse  

Holy Gospel     Matthew 3:1–12 

Children’s Message 

Hymn   On Jordan’s Bank   LSB 344 

Sermon   Prepare the Way of the Lord  

Nicene Creed      p 206  

Offering (10:45) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

    Bell Choir (8:00)  

              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   

(fill out friendship register) 

Prayer of the Church 

5:00 & 8:00 Continue Here 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Hymn Prepare the Royal Highway  LSB 343 

10:45 Continue Here 

Preface, Sanctus, Lord’s Prayer p 208 

Words of Institution, Agnus Dei 

Hymns during Holy Communion 

     Once He Came in Blessing  LSB 333 

     Prepare the Royal Highway  LSB 343 

Nunc Dimittis               p 211 

Post-Communion Collect 

All Continue Here 

The Benediction 

Announcements 

Postlude  Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding   



For Your Reflection: 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

LECTIONARY SUMMARY 

By the Preaching of Repentance, We Are Prepared for the Coming of the Lord 
“John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent’” (Matt. 3:1–2). His preaching 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins prepared people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. 

John’s work was historically complete with the incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry 

continues in preaching Law and Gospel. The Son of God has come in the flesh, “a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of 

righteousness. His good tree of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He calls 

the nations to repentance. “With the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He 

slays the wicked and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. So also 

the “root of Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), that “we 

might have hope” and be filled “with all joy and peace in believing” (Rom. 15:4, 13). 

SERMON SENTENCE 

John the Baptist shows us in word and deed what it means to prepare the way of the Lord this Advent 

season. 

LESSON ON THE LITURGY 

Chrismons 

Chrismons™ Ornaments were originated and first made for use on the Christmas tree of Ascension 

Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia, in 1957 by Mrs. Frances Kipps Spencer, a church member.  The 

designs were monograms of and symbols for our Lord Jesus Christ.  Because these designs have been 

used by his followers since biblical times, they are the heritage of all Christians and serve to remind 

each of us of the One we follow.  All Chrismons™ Ornaments are made in a combination of white and 

gold to symbolize the purity and majesty of the Son of God and the Son of Man. (Excerpt taken 

from www.chrismon.org/chrismons-ministry.html) 

CHAT WITH THE CHURCH FATHERS 

“First, the heavenly life and glorious humility of John are demonstrated in his way of living. He who 

held the world in low regard did not seek costly attire. He who had no use for worldly delights did not 

have any desire for succulent foods. What need was there of fancy worldly clothing for one who was 

dressed with the cloak of justice? What dainty food of the earth could he desire who fed on divine 

discourses and whose true food was the law of Chrsit? Such a precursor ought to be the prophet of the 

Lord and the apostle of Christ who gave himself completely to his heavenly God and had contempt for 

the things of the world.” - Chromatius, Tractate on Matthew 9.1, qtd. in ACCS: Matthew 1-13, p. 40. 
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Second Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 

Collect of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Celebration of the Lord's Supper 

If you are a member of an LCMS congregation, we invite you to join us today for Holy 

Communion.  Lutherans believe that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper is the eating and 

drinking of the body and blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the strengthening 

of faith.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a sign of oneness of faith, life, and worship.  

If you have not communed with us before and would like to receive Communion, we ask that 

you please visit with one of the elders on duty or one of the Pastors so that we may be of help 

to you concerning your participation in this Holy Supper.  

Anyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply indicate your desire by 

crossing your arms over your chest. 

http://www.chrismon.org/chrismons-ministry.html

