
Preacher: Pastor Thomas Cowell      Saturday: Pastor Mark Resner 

Organist: Pam Gogerty   Choir Director: Courtney Mondragon 

5:00 PM  

Elder:       Clint Ehlers 

8:00 AM 

Greeters: Donna Maharas, Shirley PeCoy Ushers: Kurt Hankins 

Elders:       Carl Westling, Daryl Thompson  Ann Wlaker 

Acolytes: Owen Moe    Dave Walker 

Reader:  Ann Walker    Volunteer Needed 

10:45 AM 

Greeters:  George & Julie Mack  Ushers: Brad Bjustrom 

Elders:       Mike Tietz    Steve Mueller 

Acolytes:  Caden Kuecker    Jim Thornton 

Reader:  Jane Dreyer    Volunteer Needed 

Altar Flowers: Jim & Etta Pergande (anniversary) 

Lift High the Cross Sponsors: Jim & Etta Pergande (anniversary) 

Dial-A-Devotion Reader: Lowell Mueller (This week); Tim Struecker (Next week) 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 
 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I 

will cry out like a woman in labor;  I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and 

hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the 

pools. And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have 

not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 

places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are 

turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, 

“You are our gods.” 

 Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or 

deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the 

servant of the LORD? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, 

but he does not hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his 

law and make it glorious. 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 
 For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 

of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to 

discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 

But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ 

will shine on you.” 

Holy Gospel John 9:1–41 
 As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It 

was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed 

in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 

when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having 

said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed 

the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not 

the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like 

him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 

opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said 

to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” They said 

to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 

Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked 

him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 

say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, 

“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not 

know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of 

the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give 

glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I 

do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told 

you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 

want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 

listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 

of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They 

answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him 

out. 

 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus 

said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I 

believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that 

those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to 

them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 

guilt remains.” 

Divine Service  
Setting Four  

Prelude  Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain  
Ringing of the Bell  

Hymn Word of God, Come Down…   LSB 545 

Confession  & Absolution    p 203 

The Kyrie, Salutation and Collect 

Old Testament Isaiah 42:14-21  

Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14 

Choir (8:00)   “Lord, Work a Miracle” 

Holy Gospel     John 9:1-41 

Children’s Message 

Hymn … Calvary’s Holy Mountain  LSB 435 

Sermon   He Came Back Seeing 

Small Catechism: Confession         p 326  

The Creed  p 206/207 

Offering  O How He Loves You & Me 

(fill out friendship register) 

The Litany      p 288 

10:45 Continue Here 

The Lord’s Prayer  back cover or p 209 

Hymn My Song is Love Unknown  LSB 430 

5:00 & 8:00 Continue Here 

Preface, Sanctus, Lord’s Prayer  p 208 

Words of Institution, Agnus Dei 

Hymns during Holy Communion 

     Jesus, Grant that Balm & Healing  LSB 421 

     My Song is Love Unknown  LSB 430 

Nunc Dimittis  p 211 

Post-Communion Collect 

All Continue Here 

The Benediction p 212 

Announcements 

Postlude  My Song is Love Unknown 



For Your Reflection: 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

LECTIONARY SUMMARY 
By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light 
The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He does not forsake them. He restrains 

His anger and keeps His peace, until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. “For his righteousness’ 

sake,” He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the 
darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16) because He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate 

Son of God does the works of His Father and displays the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” until 

that night “when no one can work” (John 9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the eyes of 

the blind and grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now “you are light 

in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of His resurrection, wherein He 

shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the darkness of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O 

sleeper, and arise from the dead” (Eph. 5:14). 

DOCTRINE OF THE DAY 
Heterodoxy and Orthodoxy 
Heterodox means “other/different-belief.”  Orthodox means “straight/correct-belief.”  Christians who believe 

the Bible as it is confessed in the Ecumenical Creeds (Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds), and more 

recently in the Lutheran Book of Concord, we say to have an orthodox faith (not to be confused with the 

Eastern Orthodox Church).  It was the task of the Apostles, pastors, and lay people in the early church to 

learn and defend the orthodox faith so that all people might believe and pass down the truth about Jesus to 

the Church of future generations.  This is also an important task of Christians today.  The great danger of 

heterodox beliefs is that they can lead us toward having heretical beliefs.  While heterodox Christians are 

those who have certain wrong beliefs about God, those with heretical beliefs are not Christian at all and will 

not join us in eternal life.  

CHAT WITH THE CHURCH FATHERS 
The Scriptures call natural man in spiritual and divine things darkness (Ephesians 5:8). John 1:5 says, "The 

light shines in the darkness" (that is, in the dark, blind world, which does not know or regard God), "and the 

darkness has not overcome it." Likewise, the Scriptures teach that a sinful person is not only weak, but also 

entirely dead (Ephesians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:13). 
     A person who is physically dead cannot from his own powers make himself come back to life again. So the 

person who is spiritually dead in sins cannot by his own strength make or apply himself to acquire spiritual 

and heavenly righteousness and life. This is true unless he is delivered and brought to life by God's Son from 

the death of sin. 
     The Scriptures deny to the intellect and will of natural man all capacity, and ability to undertake anything 

good and right in spiritual things. 
     The darkness has not overcome it [the light]. (John 1:5) "The natural person does not accept the things of 

the Spirit of God" (1 Corinthians 2:14). This means he is not capable of spiritual things. For they are foolishness 

to him; neither can he know them. Much less will he truly believe the Gospel or agree with it and regard it as 

truth. 
     For the mind [of the natural man] that is set on the flesh is hostile to God. (Romans 8:7) - Formula of 

Concord, Solid Declaration, Article II: Free Will, paragraphs 38-41. 
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 

 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Celebration of the Lord's Supper 

If you are a member of an LCMS congregation, we invite you to join us today for Holy 

Communion.  Lutherans believe that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper is the eating and 

drinking of the body and blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the strengthening 

of faith.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a sign of oneness of faith, life, and 

worship.  

If you have not communed with us before and would like to receive Communion, we ask that 

you please visit with one of the elders on duty or one of the Pastors so that we may be of help 

to you concerning your participation in this Holy Supper.  

Anyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply indicate your desire by 

crossing your arms over your chest. 


