
Preacher: Pastor Thomas Cowell      Saturday: Pastor Mark Resner 

Organist: Pam Gogerty   Choir Director: Courtney Mondragon 

5:00 PM  

Elder:       Clint Ehlers, Matt Metzen 

8:00 AM 

Greeters: LaRue Hanselman  Ushers: Kurt Hankins 

Elders:       Mike Tietz, Carl Westling  Ann Wlaker 

Acolytes: Cohen Thilges    Dave Walker 

Reader:  Chandra McMahon   Volunteer Needed 

10:45 AM 

Greeters:  Joan Nielson   Ushers: Brad Bjustrom 

Elders:       Kreg Haukap    Steve Mueller 

Acolytes:  Isaac Lomholt    Jim Thornton 

Reader:  Dave Kading    Volunteer Needed 

Altar Flowers: Dean & Cleo Benschoter (in honor of Cleo’s 80th birthday) 

Lift High the Cross Sponsors: Maxine Haas (in memory of Jim) 

Dial-A-Devotion Reader: Rita Scuffham (This week); Shirley Kline (Next week) 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 

 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 

be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 

was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took 

Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they 

had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 

Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. 

At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to 

Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there 

an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the 

hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 

west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called 

upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the 

Negeb. 

Epistle Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 

to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one 

who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one 

who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one 

to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 

blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 

world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 

For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 

the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there 

is no transgression. 

 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law 

but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 

do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said 

to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 

of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 

 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, 

“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 

Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to 

what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.” 

Divine Service  
Setting Four  

Prelude  Little Prelude in G Minor  
Ringing of the Bell  

Cherub Choir (10:45) 

Hymn Guide Me, … Great Redeemer   LSB 918 

Holy Baptism (10:45)  page 268 

Kai Lynn Arrowood 

Confession  & Absolution    p 203 

The Kyrie, Salutation and Collect 

Old Testament Genesis 12:1-9  

Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 

Choir (8:00)   “Be Not Afraid” 

Holy Gospel     John 3:1-17 

Children’s Message 

Hymn God Loved the World So That… LSB 571 

Sermon   You Must Be Born Again 

Small Catechism:  

     The Lord’s Prayer         p 323  

The Creed (5:00 & 8:00)  p 206/207 

Offering “Precious Lord…” with “In Christ Alone” 

(fill out friendship register) 

The Litany      p 288 

10:45 Continue Here 

Hymn Lord, Take My Hand …  LSB 722 

5:00 & 8:00 Continue Here 

Preface, Sanctus, Lord’s Prayer  p 208 

Words of Institution, Agnus Dei 

Hymns during Holy Communion 

     All Christians Who … Baptized  LSB 596 

     Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  LSB 722 

Nunc Dimittis  p 211 

Post-Communion Collect 

All Continue Here 

The Benediction p 212 

Announcements 

Postlude  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 



For Your Reflection: 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

LECTIONARY SUMMARY 
The Righteousness of Christ 

Jesus warns that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He also calls His imperfect people “the salt of the earth” 

and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That’s because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish the Law 

or the prophets, “but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith and love. Since He does and teaches all 

of God’s commandments, He is “called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). God manifests His 

“demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in “Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2–4), and 

through the preaching of the Gospel He gives His “secret and hidden wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives 

this perfect righteousness to His people, and it leads them to true fasting, which is “to loose the bonds of 

wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to share your 

bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house” (Is. 58:7). 

DOCTRINE OF THE DAY 
Justification and Sanctification  
In today’s Gospel lesson Jesus uses the image of light to teach about both justification: being declared 

righteous by faith in Jesus’ work on the cross alone, and sanctification: living a righteous life of 

regeneration in the Holy Spirit. Of justification Jesus says: “You are the light of the world [...because 

Jesus has given you the light of His life on the cross by faith].”  Of sanctification Jesus says: “Let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.”  Therefore, we have both been made children of God by faith in Christ, and have been called 

to live as children of God in obedience and thanksgiving to our Father and for the good of the 

world.  Justification and sanctification are both necessary components of our life in Christ.  However, it 

is important to distinguish that justification always precedes sanctification.  Good works always follow 

faith, and never vice versa.  First we are saved by Christ alone, next we live our new life of righteousness 

in His name.  

LESSON ON THE LITURGY 
Candlemas 
We celebrate the Feast of the Purification of Mary and the Presentation of Our Lord every year on 

February 02 (last Thursday this year).  The account of Mary and Jesus going to the temple to be purified 

is found at Luke 2:22-38.  This feast is often called “Candlemas” because tradition has arose to bless 

candles on this day in lieu of Simeon’s song of praise in which he identifies Jesus as “a light to lighten 

the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel (Lu. 2:32).” 

CHAT WITH THE CHURCH FATHERS 
“Salt is useful for so many purposes in human life! What need is there to speak about this? Now is the 

proper time to say why Jesus’ disciples are compared with salt. Salt preserves meats from decaying into 

stench and worms. It makes them edible for a longer period. They would not last through time and be 

found useful without salt. So also Christ’s disciples, standing in the way of the stench that comes from 

the sins of idolatry and fornication, support and hold together this whole earthly realm.” - Origen, 

Fragment 91, qtd. in ACCS: Matthew 1-13, p. 92.  
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Allegory of the Old and New Testaments, Hans Holbein the Younger, c. 1533 

 The Second Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

 

Collect of the Day 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 

defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

Celebration of the Lord's Supper 

If you are a member of an LCMS congregation, we invite you to join us today for Holy 

Communion.  Lutherans believe that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper is the eating and 

drinking of the body and blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the strengthening 

of faith.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a sign of oneness of faith, life, and 

worship.  

If you have not communed with us before and would like to receive Communion, we ask that 

you please visit with one of the elders on duty or one of the Pastors so that we may be of help 

to you concerning your participation in this Holy Supper.  

Anyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply indicate your desire by 

crossing your arms over your chest. 


