
1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God,  
and what we will be has not yet been made known.  

But we know that when He appears, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 
1 John 3:1-3 (NIV) 
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Relational Environment Guidelines  
 
 
 
 
Having group guidelines for how we will honor one another in our group is important. 
 

• Guidelines give boundaries for people to operate within. 
• They help with the flow and pace of the discussions. 
• They help us value one another. 
• They help people to be more comfortable sharing deep and meaningful things. 

 
 
SAFE GROUP: We will strive to create an 
environment where everyone can be real, open, and 
honest with their struggles and victories. 
1 Corinthians 12:22-26 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: What is said in the group stays 
in the group. Proverbs 11:13 
 
LISTEN: Let's value one another during the 
discussions by listening to what is being shared. 
Avoid thinking about your response, or what you are 
going to say next. James 1:19; Proverbs 18:13 
 
PAUSE: Allow a pause after someone shares. Give 
the person sharing the chance to finish and the group 
the opportunity to consider what was shared before 
responding. Proverbs 18:2; Philippians 2:4 
 
SILENCE: It is important to allow silence in the group 
to provide an opportunity for someone to share and 
for members in the group to process the topic or 
question being considered. Proverbs 29:20 
 
NO "CROSS TALK": Be considerate of others  
as they are sharing. No side conversations. 
Proverbs 10:19 
 
NO FIXING: We are not here to fix each other. Jesus 
does that part. Give encouragement; speak truth and 
point to Jesus. Don't try to solve or fix each other. 
1 Corinthians 3:5-7 
 
NO RESCUING: When people are sharing something 
deeply personal, there can be a tendency to try to 
make them feel better about themselves or the 
situation by providing immediate condolences. This 
will often cause them to stop sharing. Resist the 
temptation to rescue people. Job 2:13 

SHARING: Be sensitive about the amount of time you 
share. Ecclesiastes 5:2 
 
CONFLICT: We commit to resolve conflict biblically. 
When conflict or sin issues between group members 
arise, we will honor God and each other in the way 
that we deal with these issues. The following are a few 
key Scriptures in this regard (there are many others). 
 
• If someone sins against you - Matthew 18:15-20 
• Restoring someone in sin - Galatians 6:5-7 
• Forgive a sinner - Colossians 3:12-13 

• Reconciliation - Matthew 5:23-24, Matthew 7:1-5 
 
BE SELF-AWARE: Be self-aware of how you are 
personally affecting the environment through your 
words, actions, and non-verbal communication. 
1 Timothy 4:16 
 
USE "I" STATEMENTS: It's easy to talk about the 
issues of others, but for our purposes, we want you to 
put yourself on the table. Try to use "I" statements 
rather than "them", "the church", "us", "we", etc. 
Matthew 7:4-5 
 
NO CONVINCING: Share your opinions, a difference 
of opinion is welcome. However please don’t try to 
convince others to your way of thinking. 
Romans 14:1-23; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
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Home Group Study: September 19th – September 25th      
 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS” 
 
Study 1: Your Identity in Christ During a Worldwide Identity 
Crisis! (Part 1) 
 
Focal Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
 
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: In the previous chapter of Corinthians, Paul writes to remind them 
to not lose heart. “The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ.” Sounds like he 
took a time machine and looked directly into our current society and lives! He goes on to 
say, “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of 
Christ.” Paul continues by saying, all of this was given and put in place so that our lives 
would be put on display to show God’s awesome power and not our own. “We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  
  
With such hope and promise, why does a cloud often begin to form and shadow some 
of our minds even as we leave home group or church each week? I would suggest that 
we are continually bombarded with various sources of thoughts. Ideas scrolling past us 
on a screen, whispers interwoven through a video and sights blinding and numb our 
hearts. These thoughts reverberate throughout our being, speaking volumes in words 
we hardly have time to wade through; we are unloved, unwanted, unpleasant, 
uneducated, misunderstood and broken. They are labels of identity we can easily grab 
hold of during moments of weakness or despair. Other times they dwell in areas of our 
lives we simply refuse to let go of.   
  
Paul is reminding us to not lose heart! The god of this age, well he has given a lot of 
time and energy to this matter, and revels in all the ways he has devised to entice us.  
In order to display the glory of Christ and be an effective believer who isn’t broken or 
destroyed, we must first KNOW the identity that God gave us and firmly plant this in our 
hearts. For some, that means removing the identities we gave ourselves. Paul tells us 
how to do this as well: “So, we fix our eyes, not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”    
 
Ice Breaker Question:  What is your favorite sandwich and why?     
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Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed).  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
  
Discuss the Context of 2 Corinthians 5:1-10: Paul gives us our starting point by 
reminding us that we are awaiting our new body! Our identity is not found in this earthly 
tent and once we are able to grasp this, we will be able to accomplish His plans. 
 
Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. In verses 1-3, Paul begins by establishing that we know these earthly bodies are not 
eternal. Our physical tent will be destroyed, and we have a heavenly dwelling to come; 
How does knowing this establish the foundation of our identity?  (Provide a scripture with your 
response.)             
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
2. Read verse 3. Paul writes of the present struggle we endure and finishes stating, “so 
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” Break down what is “mortal,” and what 
is “life” in context with this sentence.         
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. “For we live by faith, not by sight.” This heart question touches on multiple areas of 
our senses. We often “see” because we “hear” or “feel” something first. Our flesh will 
often hold on to these senses and issue labels of identity on ourselves and others. 
Instead, how are we able to place our identity on faith? (Hint: verses 5 & 6 may prove helpful.)  
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Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. We must all appear before Christ and Paul encourages us to make it our goal to 
please Him – regardless of the tent we are living in as we will be accountable for how 
we lived. What is one area of your life that you have labeled as your identity that might 
be hindering your ability to please Him?         
             
             
             
              
 
Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last 
question tonight. Be sure to write it down because we need to pray for these things over 
the course of the week for each other and our church. You will pray out loud for the 
person on your left as we pray together as a group. Remember them throughout the 
week and reach out once or twice to encourage them. You may find yourself being 
encouraged at the same time!  
   
5. Your response to number 4 above will be your prayer for this week. What is one step 
you can take this week to walk away or remove that label from your life that we can help 
pray and encourage you to do?          
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Home Group Study: September 26th – October 2nd      

 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS”  

  

Study 2: Your Identity in Christ During a Worldwide Identity 
Crisis! (Part 2) 
  

Focal Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
 
 
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter:  The world IS in crisis. Everywhere we turn, we see the chaos that 
comes with freedom of choice. Of course, the enemy has taken that freedom and 
twisted it for his own advantage. What perfect upheaval this tempest is that distorts 
what God has established into the chaos of finding one’s identity. Who are you? Find 
your perfect place in this world but when you arrive, keep in mind, its only right if you 
feel happy. He continually nags that we are not complete until we have fixed all the 
flaws. We have moved past the small changes of hair styles and fashion statements to 
name changes, pronoun adjustments and even ways to distort our physical bodies. We 
see children being pushed to make choices before they can tie their own shoes, let 
alone understand what the consequences will be by making those choices. Seek and 
find your identity and all will be ok, unless of course it’s not.  
 
As Christians, we know that not only has God created us perfectly in His image, but only 
He can change our identity by washing away those imperfections we placed on 
ourselves until we shine back the reflection of Christ within us. Now, more than ever, we 
must know our true identity in Christ. We must be bold, to be absolutely certain so that 
we can shamelessly proclaim our understanding to those who are desperately seeking 
a reprieve from the chaotic crisis they are drowning in.   
 
Ice Breaker Question: If you could bring back any fashion trend, what would it be?  
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed).  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
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Discuss the Context of 2 Corinthians 5:11-21: Paul is taking a bold stance to remind 
the Corinthians that we must establish a firm reflection of Christ so that those around us 
will be persuaded. We have the answer everyone else needs and it’s not about us! Its 
Christ and because of Him we should be compelled to share.   
 
Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. In verses 11-13 we find an assurance of identity that Paul understands. In a world 
that is convinced that “Pride” means one thing – how is the pride that Paul is speaking 
of something that will help establish our identity in Christ as we speak with others?  
             
             
             
              
  
2. In verses 14-15 we see the true identity of love written in the Gospel message and 
our commission is laid out clearly. Find and write one scripture that supports how we 
are to no longer live for ourselves. How does this affect how our identity reflects in our 
actions? (Remember we are not discussing a feeling but an understanding.)      
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. We, in Christ, are now a new creation! The old has gone… but has it? A moment of 
raw reflection is needed here. Scripture tells us, and we believe it is truth but often when 
we look within, we see portions of a past identity that God wants us to let go. Is there a 
place that you are having trouble accepting God’s word that you are a new creation? 
              
             
             
             
              
   
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. The world is in crisis, and in verses 18-21 we see the heart of God and His desire to 
be reconciled. We hear others say (or we worry they will) that Christians are judgmental 
and intolerant. As ambassadors of Christ, is our responsibility to point out the sin in 
someone else? What is our response supposed to be?      
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last 
question tonight. You will be praying one on one with another to help create a safe 
space to share and be held accountable. Choose one of the two questions below to 
share with your prayer partner. Be sure to write it down and reach out during the next 
week to encourage each other and lift each other up in prayer.  
   
5. Was there something revealed to you in the lesson this week as an area you need to 
remove from your own identity?          
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
OR 
 
Has the Holy Spirit put someone on your heart to reach out and talk to who might need 
some of the truths in this week’s lesson?        
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Home Group Study: October 3rd – October 9th      
 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS” 
 
Study 3: Building Our Identities On... Sin! (Part 1) 
 
Focal Verse: Romans 6:1-7  
 
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful, or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: Often times when people share their testimony, they begin with a 
disclaimer: “Oh, my testimony is pretty boring, nothing special.” After sharing they 
repeat the disclaimer, “…so, as you can see, pretty boring.” But the bible begs to differ. 
 
Being delivered from Satan, sin, death, and the wrath of God is anything but boring. 
Having your sins forgiven and being redeemed and made alive in Christ is nothing short 
of miraculous. Just the idea that anyone’s testimony of blood-bought salvation is boring 
or uninteresting is a defamation of the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross for you. Being 
dead once to sin and now being alive in Christ is and will always be a story worth telling. 
 
Ice Breaker Question: When you gave your life to Jesus (If you grew up in the church, 
think of it from when you truly accepted Jesus and began this relationship with him), 
what was something God made you aware of that you need to give up or stop doing 
because it would lead you to sin?         
             
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed) 
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
 
Discuss the Context of Romans 6:1-7: In Romans 6, Paul introduces an outlandish 
hypothetical that was spreading within many of the churches he had planted. They said, 
“If God’s grace abounds over sin, why shouldn’t we go on sinning more and more, so as 
to give His grace the opportunity of abounding all the more?” Tragically there have been 
people throughout every generation, claiming to be justified by faith alone, who have 
behaved in such a way, as to give themselves license to sin in whatever way they like, 
and it killed them. 
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Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. Read verses 1 through 3, Paul poses 4 questions. Write the 4 questions and answer 
each of questions individually. What was Paul presenting in these 4 questions?  (Yes, there 
is a right answer, you got this!)           
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
2. Is what Paul communicates in verses 3 through 5 figurative or literal? Either way 
explain your answer. (Let’s get ready to RUMBLE!)        
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. Have someone read verse 6 aloud. How does this make you feel when you read it, 
and would you say that you are no longer a slave to sin in your current, present day 
walk with Jesus?             
             
             
             
             
              
   
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. Why does our old self need to be crucified with Jesus in order for you to be free from 
sin? How do you do that and more importantly, have you done that?    
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Prayer Time: Tonight, our prayer time comes from everybody’s answer to question 5. 
You will be praying for the person who is sitting directly across from you, whoever it is 
you see when you look straight forward. 
 
Pray for these things over the course of the week for each other.  
   
5. Paul’s message is clear, “…because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.” 
Is there an area of your life where you don’t feel free? Say it! This is not about fixing it’s 
about praying as a group for each other.        
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Home Group Study: October 10th – October 16th      
 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS” 
  
Study 4: Building Our Identities On... Sin! (Part 2) 
  
Focal Verse: Romans 6:8-14  
  
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful, or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: Our “identities” are so important to Americans, in this modern age 
that we live in. Our social, gender, personal, spiritual, financial, and many others made 
up identities that I have not included are constantly spoken about and are oftentimes 
screamed about.   
 
There are elements in our society that would like to make misidentifying someone a 
criminal act, and in other countries this has become a reality. Why is the world so set on 
confusing everyone with this laundry list of hundreds of identities?  
 
Our passage this week answers that question and makes it clear, there are only two 
true identities in this world. Dead in your sins or you have died to sin. Not hundreds or 
thousands, just two. You have to decide which identity you want to have and then live 
that out. You then have to go out and tell the world that Jesus died to give them that 
choice.    
 
Ice Breaker Question: What is a ridiculous thing you used to “identify” with in your 
younger, more foolish years? Maybe something you thought was so cool and now laugh 
about how ridiculous it was. (A certain type of music, clothing, peer group, sport, etc.)  
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed)  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
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Discuss the Context of Romans 6:8-14: In our passage, the apostle Paul tells the 
church in Rome that if we died with Christ, we would also live with Him. He then goes 
on to explain that it is because Jesus died to sin “once for all”. This completing death to 
sin, allows the sinner to live with Christ.  
 
Paul then goes on to explain that in light of this ultimate, fulfilling death, we must forgo 
sin in our lives. We cannot keep living in sin in areas of our lives and then say that we 
follow Jesus Christ and live in Him. The two cannot coexist with one another. If we 
continue to live in sin, it shows that our identity has not been changed.  
 
Paul encourages us to then give up the sin strongholds in our life to God, to be used for 
His glory. He closes by reminding the disciples of Jesus, “for sin shall not be your 
master, because you are not under the law, but under grace”. These are powerful words 
of encouragement that we should live by.  
 
Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. In verses 8 through10, we hear an explanation about how Jesus died and why he 
cannot/will not die again. How does this connect to our believing, dying, and living for 
Him?              
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
2. Read verses 11 through 13, what is Paul’s blueprint to keep us from building our 
identities on sin? List the specifics Paul communicates.      
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. Verse 14 tells us that sin is no longer our master, because we are now under grace. 
How would you explain this to a new believer who is still struggling with sin and not fully 
trusting in the truth of what Paul proclaims? `       
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Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. How would you explain verse 14 to the unbeliever and connect it to the Gospel? 
Write this out. (Approach this question as an opportunity to better equip one another for 
sharing the Gospel and discipling new believers. Think of it as a short practical 
application exercise.)           
             
             
             
              
 
Prayer Time: MIX IT UP!  Think of your Home Group and what you see that might need 
to change…for the purpose of improving our Prayer Time together.   
 
IDEAS: Tonight, as a Home Group, decide how you want to pray for one another. 
Maybe it is breaking up in pairs or groups, maybe it is a popcorn style prayer time, or 
maybe something totally different. You get to choose!  
 
Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight. 
Be sure to write it down because we need to pray for these things over the course of the 
week for each other and our church.  
   
5. Biblical action step(s) you need accountability in when it comes to sharing the 
Gospel. Who is the person or persons you are praying for and need to share the Gospel 
with?              
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              



	 15	

Home Group Study: October 17th – October 23rd       

 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS” 

  

Study 5: Worthship Identity (Part 1) 
  

Focal Verse: Psalm 73:1-16a 
  
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful, or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: How do you determine your worth?  Do you determine it by the 
work you do or the position you hold?  Is it by the size of your house or how many 
houses you own?  Maybe it is by how many “toys” you have?  Or how much money you 
make?  Or how many vacations you take and where?  Maybe you determine your worth 
by comparing yourself to others to see if you are “keeping up with the Joneses” and if 
you are “doing better” than them?  Maybe it’s some or all of these?  The culture 
certainly tries to convince us that our worth is in these things and that we are not 
“successful” if we don’t have them.   
 
Ice Breaker Question: Briefly share what your favorite material possession is and 
why? (Don’t get religious and spiritualize your answer)       
             
             
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed)  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
  
Discuss the Context of Psalm 73:1-16a: Psalm 73 can be classified as a wisdom 
psalm.  A wisdom psalm is where the psalmist writes or sings his doubts and 
frustrations.  Here, Asaph is struggling as he looks out over the world and the life of 
man and in the beginning, he is nearly overwhelmed.  Like the author of the Book of 
Job, the psalmist poses this problem: How can one reconcile the justice of God with the 
inequities in his government of the world? 



	 16	

Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. Asaph shares with us that he envied the proud because despite their wickedness he 
saw them prosper. List the various ways that Asaph tells us that the proud seem to 
prosper in verses 3 through 12.          
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
2. In verses 8 through 11, Asaph tells us some of the ways the proud act. Take time to 
list the ones you find, and share which ones affect you the most.     
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. In verse 10, in the NLT translation, we read that “the people are dismayed and 
confused, drinking in all their (the proud’s) words.” How have you been “dismayed and 
confused” by what the culture says your success (your worthship) should look like?   
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
   
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. What is something you can do now to begin changing how you determine your 
worthship and not be “dismayed or confused” by what the ever-changing culture 
continually pronounces it is?          
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Prayer Time: This week we will each pick a prayer partner (women with women, men 
with men). Besides praying for them over the course of the week, touch base with them 
and encourage them. 
 
Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight. 
Be sure to write it down because we need to pray for these things over the course of the 
week for each other and our church.  
   
5. How can we specifically pray for you according to how you answered question 3 or 
4?              
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Home Group Study: October 24th – October 30th       

 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS”  

  

Study 6: Worship Identity (Part 2) 
  

Focal Verse: Psalm 73:16-28 
  
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful, or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: The NIV Dictionary of the Bible defines worship as “the honor, 
reverence, and homage paid to superior beings or powers, whether men, angels, or 
God. When given to God, worship involves an acknowledgment of divine perfections.  It 
may express itself in the form of direct address, as in adoration or thanksgiving, or in 
service to God; it may be private, or it may be public. It appears from the first, Christians 
met in homes for private brotherhood meetings, and the time was the Lord’s Day (John 
20:19, 26; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 14:9), reading of Scripture (Col 4:16; James 1:22), prayer (1 
Cor 14:14-16), singing (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16), baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:41; 
1 Cor 11:18-34), almsgiving (1 Cor 16:1-2), and sometimes prophesying and speaking 
in tongues.”  I confess that when I first became a follower of Jesus, I thought “worship” 
was just singing songs to God.  What about you?  Did you think the same as me?  But 
as we just read, worship really is so much more than just singing songs to God.  
Worship is how we live out our faith in Jesus Christ.   
 
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because 
of all He has done for you.  Let them be a living and holy sacrifice — the kind He will 
find acceptable.  This is truly the way to worship Him.”  Romans 12:1 (NLT translation). 
 
Ice Breaker Question: What is your favorite worship song right now and why?   
             
             
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed)  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
 
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
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Discuss the Context of Psalm 73:16-28: Last week we looked at Asaph, the author of 
Psalm 73, and how he almost lost his footing because he envied the proud when he 
saw them prosper despite their wickedness.  This week we look at the second section of 
Psalm 73, and we will read what Asaph has to share with us about what God has in 
store for the proud and for those whose identity is in Christ. 
 
Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. In verses 18 through 20, we read that Asaph finally understands the destiny of the 
wicked. What happens to the wicked and why do you think God “will laugh at their silly 
ideas as a person laughs at dreams in the morning?”      
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
2. In verses 21 through 26, we read that Asaph realizes his heart was bitter and was 
torn up inside (NLT translation). What are some other things that Asaph realizes about 
himself and his relationship with God?         
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. In verse 28, Asaph tells us “but as for me, how good it is to be near God!”  What 
about you, how is your relationship with God right now? Are you “near to God” or do you 
find yourself “losing your footing”?          
             
             
             
              
   
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. What is something that you will commit to doing now to make your relationship with 
God stronger? (Don’t just tell your home group and then not follow through, do it and let 
your group know how you are doing in this commitment in the coming weeks.)   
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Prayer Time: MIX IT UP!  Think of your Home Group and what you see that might  
need to change…for the purpose of improving our Prayer Time together.  
 
IDEAS: TRY NEW ways of helping the entire Home Group pray differently. 
 
This week we will be switching it up a bit and giving thanks to God in our prayer time.  
You will be praising God for what He is doing for the second person on your right. 
 
Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight. 
Be sure to write it down because we need to pray for these things over the course of the 
week for each other and our church.  
   
5. Asaph tells us in verse 28b, that he, “will tell everyone about the wonderful things you 
(God) do.” Briefly share a praise with your group about what wonderful thing God is 
doing in your life.            
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Home Group Study: October 31st – November 6th       

 
Series: “IDENTITY CRISIS”  

  

Study 7: Identity Theft (Part 1) 
  

Focal Verse: Matthew 13:1-15 
  
Sermon Review Question: As you reflect on last week’s sermon, what one principle or 
insight stands out as being particularly helpful or difficult to grasp?     
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
Discussion Starter: Beginning in chapter 13, in the face of opposition, Jesus’ teaching 
style changes. Instead of proclaiming the kingdom clearly, He begins to speak in 
parables that are meaningful to believers but incomprehensible to unbelievers. Most of 
these brief stories are about workers: a sower planting a field (Matt. 13:3-9); a woman 
kneading yeast into bread (Matt. 13:33); a treasure-hunter (Matt. 13:44); a pearl 
merchant (Matt. 13:45-46); some fishermen (Matt. 13:47-50); and a householder (Matt. 
13:52).  
 
For the most part, these are not stories about the work they depict. Jesus does not tell 
us how to properly sow a field, how to bake bread, or how to invest in commodities. 
Instead, Jesus uses material objects and human labor as elements of stories that give 
us insight into God’s kingdom. Our work is capable of bearing meaning, even in 
illustrating eternal realities. This reminds us that we and the world around us spring from 
God’s creation and remain a part of God’s kingdom.   
  
Ice Breaker Question: If you could take the identity of any fictional or non-fictional 
character for a week, who would it be?         
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
Orality: Hearing God’s Word Together (Bibles Closed).  
  
Rebuilding the Story as a Group: (Bibles Closed)  
  
Bible Check: What was missed or added?  
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Discuss the Context of Matthew 13:1-15: The story is easy to understand. We can 
picture a man scattering wheat seeds, and we understand things about birds, thorns 
and sunshine. But Jesus had a spiritual purpose in this story, and the disciples found it 
puzzling. So they asked Jesus, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” Jesus 
told them that it was not yet time for people to understand the “secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven.” He is saying that this parable is actually about the kingdom of God- something 
we see again in verse 19. Most of the people in the crowd were not spiritually 
responsive, and so Jesus was not giving them more than they could handle. But Jesus 
taught His disciples the spiritual significance of the story—and they have published it for 
us. 
 
Questions:  
 
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
 
1. Identify each of the main characters or aspects of this parable and what they are 
supposed to represent. For example: one of the aspects is the seed. What does it 
represent for this story?           
             
             
             
             
             
              
  
2. This parable is told in 3 of the 4 Gospels. Mark and Matthew’s accounts are similar, 
but Luke’s version of the parable story have some main differences (Luke 8). Cite as 
many of the differences between the two versions you can (not that either are right or 
wrong), and which telling (Matthew/Mark or Luke) seems to make the most sense and 
why (remember that this is a head question so use Biblical evidence/reasoning in your 
answer).             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. Quickly look at the title of our study again if you don’t remember it. For you, (I 
statements) what is the connection between this parable that Jesus tells and your own 
identity? What is your struggle, or what has your struggle been in the past that you can 
make others aware of so we can encourage you to stay steady?      
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Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. As we walked through question 1, many of us are probably familiar with this parable, 
but have we ever tied it to the concept of giving away our identity? What step(s) do you 
need to take in your life to heed Christ’s warning here and make sure that you are 
secure in your identity IN Christ?          
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last 
question tonight. Be sure to write it down because we will be praying for the second 
person on your right tonight and throughout the week.  
   
5. This is week 7 of our study already! What PRAISE do you have for something good 
that has come from this series so far and how can we encourage you so that it becomes 
a permanent part of you walk with Christ?        
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