
1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God,  
and what we will be has not yet been made known.  

But we know that when He appears, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 
1 John 3:1-3 (NIV) 
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Youth Study: September 22nd  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 1: Your Identity in Christ During a Global Identity Crisis  
  
Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10    
   
Discussion Starter: Out of the many things people use to define themselves, where someone 
comes from, their home, is particularly influential. The term “American” has many connotations to it. 
Online polls show that when people from other countries hear the term “American”, some of the 
characteristics they automatically assume are loud, arrogant, casual, funny, and overweight. They 
also think of Hollywood, technology, and military power.  
 
In Philippians 3, Paul calls everyone who believes in Jesus, a citizen of Heaven. If Heaven is our true 
home, how should that shape our character and identities? Most Americans have a wholly watered 
down and made up view of Heaven that comes from television and cartoons (angels and clouds 
anyone?). The Bible describes Heaven as so much more. Heaven is a place of purpose, and we 
won’t be just spirits or angels either. We will have physical bodies, new names, and the wholeness of 
being near God. Heaven is a place of ever increasing growth, discovery, healing, and adventure; 
Jesus spoke of it often. Paul, like Jesus, is clear that our life lived on earth does impact our life in 
Heaven and the only thing we can take with us is other people. What if we let our true home define us 
more than our current one?   
  
Ice Breaker Question: If you had to choose one thing to be remembered for someday, what would 
you want that one thing to be?             
               
               
                
  
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (NLT) 

1 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this 
earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not 
by human hands. 2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies 
like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. 4 While 
we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and get rid of these 
bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be 
swallowed up by life. 5 God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his 
Holy Spirit. 

6 So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in these bodies we are 
not at home with the Lord. 7 For we live by believing and not by seeing. 8 Yes, we are fully confident, 
and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. 9 
So whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our goal is to please him. 10 For we 
must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or 
evil we have done in this earthly body.  
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Context: Our passage comes from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian church and this church 
struggled deeply. It was one of, if not the wealthiest church in the New Testament located in a place 
that worshiped immorality and sin. For so long, they were defined by the wrong things. When the 
church was started, it became increasingly clear through Paul’s letters to the Corinthians that they 
were wrestling with their new identity in God and holding on to their old identity in the world.  

Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. In verses 1 and 3-5, we learn five things about dying. What are they?       
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
2. In versus 7-10, we learn five things about living. What are they?        
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
 
3. Reread verses 9-10. What part of standing before Christ someday is difficult for you? How does 
that look in light of salvation?            
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. Reread verses 9-10. In what ways do you live to please God? What influences you to do so? If you 
aren’t sure that you live to please God, what influences your decisions/way of living?    
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. Some of the things people use to define identities are the generation they are from (Gen Z, 
Millennials, Baby Boomers), where they grew up, what they look like, what they are good at, and who 
they know. At the heart of it all, very few people define themselves by how they live.  
 
Think about how you live. In what ways do you want your identity to change? How can we pray for 
you?                
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Youth Study: September 29th  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 2: Your Identity in Christ During a Global Identity Crisis (Part 2) 
  
Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21  
   
Discussion Starter: It’s too often that when we hear the word “reconciliation” we think of forgiveness. 
While these two words are connected, they are not the same. Reconciliation means when a 
relationship is restored. When two parties, groups, or people who were in conflict or separated are 
brought back together in relationship, that is reconciliation. True reconciliation is impossible without 
forgiveness. Think about it, if I lie to my best friend about something important and they find out about 
it, I’ve damaged, or in some cases, broken the relationship. We can’t honestly continue being best 
friends, or get to a place where we can work things out until there is forgiveness.  
 
When we think about identity, reconciliation is not a word that usually comes to mind. In our passage 
today, we learn that reconciliation is entirely connected to our identity.  
  
Ice Breaker Question: What is the hardest part about asking forgiveness for you?    
               
               
               
               
                
                  
 
2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (NLT) 

11 Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. 
God knows we are sincere, and I hope you know this, too.12 Are we commending ourselves to you 
again? No, we are giving you a reason to be proud of us,  so you can answer those who brag about 
having a spectacular ministry rather than having a sincere heart. 13 If it seems we are crazy, it is to 
bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit. 14 Either way, Christ’s love 
controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old 
life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. 
Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 

16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of 
Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has 
given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of 
reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak 
for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
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Context: It’s important to remember that the passage we just read is still part of the passage we 
talked about last week. Last week, we read that how we live (whether to please God or ourselves) is 
essential to our true identity, and that living by faith, looking forward to Heaven and choosing to 
believe even when we don’t see all shapes and defines us.  

Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. The gospel message can be found in our passage a few times. What verses/sentences do you 
think describe the gospel in verses 14-21? How many instances can you find?      
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
2. What does Paul say happens when we stop viewing Christ from a human perspective? What is a 
worldly perspective of Jesus?             
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. The last passage from our story last week was: 
 “For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the 
good or evil we have done in this earthly body.”  
 
How does that passage connect to verses 19 and 21?        
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
  
How is reconciliation part of a believer's identity?         
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Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. In this passage, Paul calls us “Christ’s ambassadors”. An ambassador is someone whose job is to 
represent another person or thing, and to promote the values of that person/thing. 
 
What is something you can do this week to be a better ambassador for Jesus?     
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. Think back to our definition of reconciliation. Do you need to be reconciled to God or do you need 
to be reconciled to other people in your life? How can we pray for you?       
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Youth Study: October 6th  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 3: Building Our Identities on the World or Sin  
 
Passage: Romans 6:1-7 
   
Discussion Starter: Finding our identities in the world or sin seems to be a growing thing in the 
present days. At the same time insecurities, anxiety, depression and suicide are also on the rise. 
Coincidence? #IDon’tThinkSo  
 
Do you ever find yourself completely consumed with how you look? Constantly worried about what 
people will think of you. Maybe consumed with an addiction whether that be food, money, porn, or a 
big one - your phone? If so, then I think you know where you’re trying to find your worth and your 
identity. And if some of these issues have worked their way into your life, then you also know just how 
long you have to fix them yourself. When we search for who we are in worldly things it only causes 
short term satisfaction with long term suffering and spoiler alert…it’s also sin. But when we find our 
true identities in God. When we believe without a doubt that we are His…that is when things change! 
This passage gives us this hope! Focus on Christ, focus on the newness of life. Embrace the change 
with an open perspective that letting go of your old, sinful self is so little compared to the abundant life 
of the new person in Christ you will become. And those sin issues, watch them dissipate as you 
pursue God more and more.   
  
Ice Breaker Question: Would you rather pet a shark or stare down a tiger? Explain.    
               
               
               
                
 
Romans 6:1-7 (NLT) 

1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful 
grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you 
forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we 
died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 

5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We 
know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. 
We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of 
sin.  

Context: In this passage the Apostle Paul doesn’t beat around the bush regarding sin. He simply 
starts out with a rhetorical question. Though God’s grace far exceeds all of our sin it does not mean 
that we can continue in sin if we have been saved by His grace. This is not a “because He saved me I 
get to keep sinning” type deal. When we choose to sin knowing that it is in fact a sin, that is ALSO sin. 
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He goes on to talk about baptism, that we who have been baptized were not only baptized into His 
new life but also in the death of Christ. Meaning we are dying to ourselves. That old person is washed 
away and just as Christ was raised from the dead so shall we walk, as though we too were raised 
from “death”. He says that if we were united with Christ in His death then we are also united to Him in 
the likeness of His resurrection. Putting off the old person, dying to sin, no longer being captive to sin 
and walking in the freedom of Christ.  

  
Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. What do you think Paul means by stating that our baptism is united with how Jesus was crucified 
and raised again three days later?           
               
               
               
               
                
               
                
  
2. In this passage, how does Jesus’ work on the cross change our lives?        
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. Is there anything that comes to mind when reading the passage or the Big Idea, where you see you 
have been trying to find your identity?             
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. What changes can you make in your life to help you no longer walk in sin? (Extra points if you can 
find scripture that would help you with this) Hint: 1 John 1-2, Romans 6       
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. Is there someone in your life who you know that is a slave to sin (it can be you) and if so how can 
you pray for them?              
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
                
               
               
               
               
                
               
                
 
“I prayed to dispel my fear, until suddenly, and I do not know how the idea came to me, I began to 
pray for others, I prayed for everyone who came into my thoughts.. People with whom I had traveled, 
those who had been in prison with me, my school friends of years ago. I do not know how long I 
continued my prayer, but this I do know.. My fear was gone! Interceding for others had released me!” 
- Corrie Ten Boom                                                                                            
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Youth Study: October 13th  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 4: Building Our Identities on the World or Sin (Part 2) 
 
Passage: Romans 6:8-14 
   
Discussion Starter: Last week, Paul talked about how through faith (and in baptism), our old selves 
have died to sin, and are being raised new with Jesus. The funny thing about this passage is that 
when a believer gets baptized, they still have sin issues. If baptism fixed all our bad habits and 
strongholds in our lives, everyone would do it! So what does it mean to die to ourselves? Is the power 
of sin really broken?  
 
Baptism is so much more than a declaration of faith in action. God promises to give us the Holy Spirit 
to live in us when we are baptized, and that Holy Spirit is power. The same power that rose Jesus 
from the grave three days after being crucified and buried. That doesn’t mean we are totally off the 
hook. The Holy Spirit also helps us know God better and experience him more fully. It’s only in finding 
our identity, and knowing the one who created it, that some of our deeper issues and the old things 
that were used to define us, fade away.  
  
Ice Breaker Question: Have you ever wished you could be someone else, even if it’s just for a 
moment? Who/how is that “new” person different from you?        
               
               
                
               
                
  
Romans 6:8-14 (NLT) 

8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because 
Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over 
him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the 
glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to 
God through Christ Jesus. 

12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your 
body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you 
were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right 
for the glory of God.14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of 
the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 

Context: As we continue on in Paul’s letter to the Romans, it might be helpful to go back and read 
some of what we talked about last week. These lessons go hand in hand.  
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Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. What three things did Jesus’ death and resurrection accomplish in verses 8-10? How is this good 

news for you?               
               
               
               
               
               
                
               
                
 

Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
2. In verse 13, it says” Give yourselves completely to God” because of the new life he’s given us. Is 
there any area of your life that you’re still hanging onto?        
               
               
               
               
               
                
                
                
                
 
3. How do you think living with God’s grace and using your whole self to do what is right 
changes/solidifies your identity?            
               
               
               
               
                
               
               
                
 
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. In that same verse (13), it talks about using your whole body (think mouth, eyes, brain, hands, 
everything in your life) to do what is right and bring glory to God. What is something you do, or can 
start doing, to make this a reality in your life?          
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. Tonight you get to pick if you want prayer for your answer to question 3 (an area of life you are 
hanging on to and not giving to God), or your answer to question 4 (ways you can start using your 
whole life to do the right thing and bring glory to God).         
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Youth Study: October 20th  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 5: Where Do You Find Your Worth?  
 
Passage: Psalm 73:1-16a 
   
Discussion Starter: It can be incredibly frustrating and painful to watch good things happen to bad 
people, especially if you are following God. It can be even harder to see bad things happen to good 
people. This is actually one of the chief complaints people bring up when they explain why they don’t 
believe in God. If God was good, why would either of those scenarios be true? Why would he let bad 
things happen to good people, when there are evil people who seem to have it all?  
 
This question has been asked throughout different cultures, by men and women of different ages, 
over thousands of years. Why do you think this question persists? I think it’s because it has 
everything to do with God’s character…and our understanding of God’s character, whether we like it 
or not (and whether we know him or not) shapes everything about us. It shapes our identity, what we 
value, how we live, and how we see other people.  
 
So, why do bad things happen to good people? Why do evil people prosper? Let’s see what this 
Psalmist discovers.  
 
Ice Breaker Question: Describe a time when you tried to do what was right. How did it turn out?  
Were you rewarded or did you instead receive pain and problems?       
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Psalm 73:1-16a (NIV) 
1 Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 
3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. 
5 They are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence. 
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; their evil imaginations have no limits. 
8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with arrogance they threaten oppression. 
9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth. 
10 Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance. 
11 They say, “How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?” 
12 This is what the wicked are like —always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 
13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and have washed my hands in innocence. 
14 All day long I have been afflicted, and every morning brings new punishments. 
15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed your children. 
16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply  
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Context: King David chose Asaph, the author of Psalm 73, to be a worship leader in the tabernacle 
choir. Asaph was not only a skilled singer, he was also a prophet - someone God chose to speak 
through to his people, and a poet. His entire being was rooted in representing God to the people, 
helping them remember who God is and what he’s done and bringing glory to God.  
  
Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. Why was Asaph, the author of Psalm 73, envious of wicked, prosperous people?     
               
               
               
               
                
               
                
 
2. Reread verse 15. What do you think this means? Does this mean we shouldn’t ask hard questions 
of God?               
               
               
               
               
                
         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. What is something that causes you to struggle with God? (This could be something in the Bible, something 
about other believers, questions you’ve had or experiences you’ve lived.)       
               
               
               
               
               
                
                
 
Hands – Applying God’s Word:   
  
4. There are many temptations in this life that draw us away from God. What is one strategy that you 
can put into place to help you remember that your true worth comes from a relationship with Christ, 
and not your achievements, what others say about you, and how you present yourself?    
               
               
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  



	 17	

   
5. Prayer time will come from Question 4 today. How can we pray for your heart to be protected?  
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Youth Study: October 27th  
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 6: Worship Identity 
 
Passage: Psalm 73:16-28 
   
Discussion Starter: Thinking about this passage I think about one of those teen flicks. There’s 
usually a not so popular girl or guy as the main character. You picture them walking through the 
school hallways, maybe even sitting in class and here come the bullies (usually in a pack of three). 
They’re very popular and they just seem to have life figured out. They are usually dressed in cool 
clothes and they almost always get the cutest date and of course, this is very upsetting for the main 
character. I'm sure by now you have a movie in mind. If so, then you probably know the ending as 
well…our underdog gains confidence, learning some lessons along the way, and stands up to the 
bullies….and all's right with the world again.  
 
Does this scenario make you think of any other “underdogs” we’ve talked about in the Bible? 
Someone that comes to mind for me is King David. Putting things into perspective, David definitely 
isn’t in high school and he isn’t trying to just get the pretty girl. However, he does have his own 
powerful person tormenting him and that is King Saul. King Saul didn’t like David and wanted to kill 
him. However, in this real life story, King David doesn’t find confidence in himself. He found it in 
something so much bigger. He learned to find his confidence in God. He boasts about his foolishness 
and ignorance before God and turns his heartache into worship. King David sought the Lord and 
remembered the end for the evil doers. David knew that he belonged to God and that ultimately God’s 
plans will prevail with the unjust being punished and the just being brought into glory by God’s mighty 
hand.  
  
Ice Breaker Question: If you had a tv show, what would it be called? And who would you want to 
play you?               
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Psalm 73:16-28 (NIV) 
16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
then I understood their final destiny. 
18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them down to ruin. 
19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors! 
20  They are like a dream when one awakes  when you arise, Lord, you will despise them as 
fantasies. 
21 When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I was a 
brute beast before you. 
23 Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 
24 You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
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27 Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 
28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; I will tell of all 
your deeds. 
 
Context: Remember that last week, the author of Psalm 73 (Asaph) seems to start out being envious 
of evil doers. He talks about how they succeed and have an abundance in every way. So what 
changes between last week’s passage and this week’s? He went into the sanctuary of God. Asaph 
turns his heartache into worship.  

 Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. What is the end result for those who do evil/are far from God?       
               
               
                
  
2. Reread verses 21-24. How can grief make your heart bitter? Can you find/remember another verse 
that correlates with verse 23 or 24?            
               
               
                
  
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. What is something in your life that you have experienced that seemed/seems unfair? If so, how did 
you deal with it?              
               
               
                 
  
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. What is one faith-based step you could take to potentially prepare yourself for future struggles?  
               
               
               
               
                
 
5. What is a piece of advice you would give someone who is not a believer and going through 
heartache?                 
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
    
6. How can we pray for your understanding of God and his character?      
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Youth Study: November 3rd   
  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 7: Identity Theft 
 
Passage: Matthew 13:1-15 
   
Discussion Starter: Our heart’s condition directly impacts how the gospel plays out in our lives. That 
doesn’t mean that things in life have to be peaceful and “happy” for Jesus to take root and change 
your life. In fact, a lot of believers came to know who Jesus is because the state of their life was the 
exact opposite of peaceful and happy.  
 
God doesn’t waste anything. Sometimes it's the hard stuff; losing loved ones, getting caught in deep 
sin, ending relationships, or some other struggle that God uses to soften the soil in our hearts so that 
we might experience him.  
 
Ice Breaker Question: Who is the best storyteller you know? What makes them the best?   
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Matthew 13:1-15 (NIV)  
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where 
it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun 
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them 
hear.” 
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to 
you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever 
does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in 
parables: 

“Though seeing, they do not see; 
though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 

 
14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  
“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15  
For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed 
their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts 
and turn, and I would heal them.” 
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Context: This week our passage comes from Jesus’ life. Jesus has been followed by massive 
crowds of people who want him to heal their sick and to hear him teach. All the while, the Pharisees 
(the super religious leaders) keep trying to trap Jesus in his words -they were jealous and afraid of 
the people’s response to him and the power that he had. A lot of Jesus’ teaching came in the form of 
short stories that aren’t always easy to understand. These stories are called parables and this parable 
speaks to the place that God’s word has in a person’s life.  
  
Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. What things in Jesus’ story affect the seed in verses 3-8?         
               
               
               
                
               
               
                
  
2. According to Jesus, what will happen to those that listen to His teaching? What will happen to 
those who are not listening? (hint verse 12)          
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. When you hear God’s word, what is your usual response to it? How do you think your response to 
God’s word/voice shapes your identity?           
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4. Brainstorm several things that you can do to help create a different environment for your heart to 
better hear God?               
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Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. This week, pick one of the items you just brainstormed, pray about it, then try to apply it to your life. 
Please pray for others as well, that they too may be strengthened.       
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Youth Study: November 10th  

  
Series: Identity Crisis 
  
Week 8: Identity Theft (Part 2) 
 
Passage: Matthew 13:16-23 
 

Discussion Starter: We live in a time when society deems our identity as an ever-changing concept. 
With the current trends of living out "my truth", while avoiding cancel culture by remaining politically 
correct, it can be difficult to determine our identity. Luckily, we do not have to conform to the culture's 
definitions of our identity! Because while the world focuses on the shallow and meaningless, Jesus 
focuses on the eternal and true. We can accept the new and eternal identity that Jesus bought for us 
at the cross. All our sins, shame, and anxieties can be washed away by the blood of Jesus; this is 
amazing and life-altering news! My question for you is this: how will you choose to identify? Will you 
identify by the shallow standards of this world? Or will you identify as what Jesus says you are: 
forgiven, redeemed, and made for a purpose? 
  
Ice Breaker Question: What three words would you use to describe your personality?    
               
               
                
 
Matthew 13:16-23 (NIV) 
16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell 
you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear but did not hear it. 
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 
their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  
20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it 
with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.  
22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this 
life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.  
23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and 
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.” 
 
Context: Our passage today comes shortly after Jesus told the parable of the sower to a large group 
of people. Jesus was known for speaking in parables that were often hard for people to accept and 
even understand. At the time of our passage, the disciples asked Jesus why He chose to speak in 
parables rather than speaking plainly. Jesus explained to His disciples that His parables are often 
hard to understand because they are hard to accept. Those who choose to obey God receive more 
understanding, while those that refuse to obey lose any knowledge that they had in the first place 
(Mathew 13:11-12). It’s important to remember that Jesus’s parables can still apply to our lives today. 
Even though time has passed, Jesus’ message about accepting and applying God’s Word to our lives 
remains the same. 
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Questions:  
  
Head – Absorbing God’s Word:   
  
1. In verses 19-23, Jesus describes four types of growing conditions, what are they and then list out 
the results that each growing condition produces.       
 
VERSE SOIL RESULT 

V. 19   

V. 20-21   

V. 22   

V. 23   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
2. What did you learn about sharing the gospel from this passage? Is the gospel always received well 
according to this parable? Why or why not, explain your answer.         
               
               
               
               
               
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Heart – Accepting God’s Word:  
  
3. What kind of soil are you? What makes you think that?        
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
  
Hands – Applying God’s Word:  
  
4.  If you have accepted Jesus into your life, what is the biggest struggle you have with sharing Him 
with others? If you haven’t accepted Jesus into your life, what concerns do you have that are keeping 
you from accepting Him?              
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                



	 26	

Prayer Time: Our prayer time for this week comes from everyone answering our last question tonight 
so we can be praying for ourselves and each other each week!  
   
5. How can we pray for you to be bolder in sharing Jesus, or how can we pray for your heart and 
mind to understand and accept Jesus into your life?          
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VISION: Reaching the world for Jesus, one person at a time. 
 

MISSION: Creating biblical disciples in relational environments. 
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