
The Church’s Unholy History
REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY AND OTHER DEBACLES



ISRAEL 101 
CLASSES

1. The Land Between -(the lay of 
the land – geography essentials)

2. Stuff You Might Need to Know 
(practical prep for the tour☺)

3. The Conflict - (history of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict –
what’s it all about anyway??)

4. The Church’s Unholy History
(Replacement Theology and 
other debacles)

Classes designed both for all those going on 
this year’s Remnant Tour AND for all who will 

be standing and praying for us and for Israel…

AUG 9

AUG 16

AUG 23

AUG 30

COMING 
WEDNESDAY 

NIGHTS: 



The Church’s Unholy History

 “Never Forget”. That is the Jewish people’s response to the Holocaust. They 

(and we) must never forget those who were systematically slaughtered. 

 They must also never let humanity forget the evils of which they are capable, 

lest the truth of those horrors fade over time, dooming mankind to repeat them. 

  If only the Church adopted the same wisdom concerning its own history….



Bitter Root – Bitter Fruit

 Anti-Semitism is nothing new under the 
sun. As far back as the Book of Esther 
(approximately 486-465 BC), Haman 
plotted to destroy all Jewish life. 

 Yet since the Jewish people emerged in 
Genesis 12, God has miraculously 
delivered them from extermination time 
and again.

 What many Christians are unaware of is 
the link between Anti-Semitism and the 
Church.

 As early as 130 AD Justin Martyr and 
Origen were teaching hatred against the 
Jewish people.



Emperor Constantine

 Constantine’s reign as Roman emperor 

(A.D. 306-337) dramatically changed the 

direction of Christianity, stemming from  

his strategy for unifying his empire by 

creating a “catholic”—meaning universal 

—church that would blend elements from 

many religions into one – 

 which ultimately meant eliminating the 

practice of Judaism.



Replacing holidays…

➢  

AT THE COUNCIL OF NICEA (A.D. 

325), CHURCH AUTHORITIES 

ESSENTIALLY REPLACED THE 

BIBLICAL PASSOVER WITH 

EASTER, A POPULAR HOLIDAY 

ROOTED IN ANCIENT SPRINGTIME 

FERTILITY CELEBRATIONS. 



Replacing holidays…

Endorsing this change, Constantine announced:

“It appeared an unworthy thing that in the 

celebration of this most holy feast [Easter] we 

should follow the practice of the Jews, who have 

impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin, 

and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with 

blindness of soul … Let us then have nothing in 

common with the detestable Jewish crowd” 

(Eusebius, Life of Constantine 3, 18-19, Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, 

1979, second series, Vol. 1, pp. 524-525).



➢ Constantine’s affection for sun worship led him to 

endorse Sunday, the first day of the week and a day 

dedicated to honoring the sun, as a weekly day of rest 

in the Roman empire . 

➢ This created considerable hardship on those Jews and 

true Christians who continued to keep the biblical 

Sabbath on the seventh day of the week.

➢ A century later the Council of Laodicea essentially 

outlawed Sabbath-keeping and Christian observance of 

the biblical Holy Days.



Have you ever wondered why the Gentile 

Church does not celebrate the holidays the Lord 

set forth in the Bible, but rather holidays that 

were instituted by Church Fathers? 

Writings such as St John Chrysostom’s played 

a huge role:

“The festivals of the pitiful and miserable 

Jews are soon to march upon us one after 

the other and in quick succession: the feast 

of Trumpets, the feast of Tabernacles, the 

fasts. There are many in our ranks who say 

they think as we do. Yet some of these are 

going to watch the festivals and others will 

join the Jews in keeping their feasts and 

observing their fasts. I wish to drive this 

perverse custom from the Church right 

now… I am afraid that some Christians may 

partake in the Jews’ transgressions…”

Replacing holidays…



➢ Many other early seeds of anti-Semitism can be found 

among the writings of the highly revered “golden mouthed” 

Church Father, John Chrysostom (AD 347-407). 

➢ In his work, First Homily Against the Jews. He wrote, “The 

synagogue is worse than a brothel and a drinking 

shop; it is a den of scoundrels, a temple of demons, 

the cavern of devils, a criminal assembly of the 

assassins of Christ… I hate the Jews… It is the duty of 

all Christians to hate the Jews.”



These early travesties were echoed 

and continued throughout Church 

history. The chasm between the 

original Jewishness of the Gospel and 

the newly fabricated Gentile identity of 

the Church festered over centuries.

Jewish roots



From Luther’s Legacy 

to Nazi Ideology

This poisonous Anti-Semitism was tragically 

handed down to theologians like Martin Luther. 

He courageously penned the 95 Theses, which 

sparked the Protestant Reformation and did so 

much good for the church - However, he had a 

painful blind spot in his latter years that 

ultimately set the stage for millions of people to 

lose their lives: 

His hatred toward the Jewish people.



Dr. Michael Brown on Martin Luther: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDqfFr4uOpM&t=125s 



➢ This horrific sentiment gave 

credence to Nazi ideology and its 

propagandistic war on the Jews. 

Luther’s writings were the very same 

words the Nazis used to promote 

their genocidal incitements. 

➢ The predominant silence of the 

German Church during the 

Holocaust, a church heavily 

influenced by Luther (the Reich 

church was Lutheran), proved to be 

deadly.



Forging a 

New 

Legacy 

of Love
Never again. Ignorance is no excuse. 

Jewish people are very aware of the Church’s sordid past and it has caused them to shudder in terror 

at the sight of the cross. We as believers must be informed of and sensitive to this tragic history, lest 

we be caught unprepared and in any way facilitate its repetition. 



➢ Although a measure of rending our hearts and 

repenting is in order as we acknowledge the evils 

of the past, we must also be those who willingly 

embrace God’s heart for His people. 

➢ The LORD declared concerning His people:

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have 

drawn you with unfailing kindness.” Jeremiah 31:3

➢ As believers today, each of us has the opportunity 

to forge a new legacy of love and understanding 

that reflects the Apostle Paul’s heart for his 

brethren:

Sources: 

http://firm.org.il/learn/church-history-anti-semitism/

       https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/constantines-impact-on-christianity  

Forging a New 

Legacy of Love



Replacement Theology
OR WHITE-WASHED ANTI-SEMITISM



Replacement theology is a theological 

system based solely upon the premise that 

a Covenant that the God of the Bible made 

with Abraham some four thousand years 

ago no longer exists or has been adjusted. 

In other words – 

God has changed His mind concerning 

His promises to Abraham.

“FOR I AM THE LORD, I DO NOT CHANGE; 
THEREFORE YOU ARE NOT CONSUMED, O 

SONS OF JACOB…”  MALACHI 3:6



Replacement Theology

 There is not one passage in the Bible 

that supports this thesis.

 As a teaching, it has deep roots in the 

more historical and traditional churches 

- but is being embraced by the “new 

churches” of our day in the form of 

‘Fulfillment Theology’ and the more 

popular ‘Kingdom Now’ teaching. 



Replacement Theology

 Many scriptures affirm that the Abrahamic Covenant and 
its promises, including that of land to the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is an everlasting covenant 
(Gen. 17:7-8, Ps. 105:7-11). 

 Even the New Testament affirms the efficacy of the 
Abrahamic Covenant as it constitutes the reason why God 
sent John the Baptist as a herald of Christ in Luke 1:71-
74:  “…that we should be saved from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us, to perform the mercy 
promised to our fathers and to remember His holy 
covenant, the oath which He swore to our father 
Abraham;…”

 And this covenant constitutes the grounds upon which 
God’s gift of Messiah is made to the world (Luke 1:54-56): 
“He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His 
mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to 
his seed forever.”



The manner in which the Covenant was “cut” with Abraham proves beyond dispute that 

it was unconditional as to the seeds but only conditional upon Abraham’s agreement 

and obedience to it; which he was (Gen. 22:15-19).



The eternal Abrahamic Covenant 

The Abrahamic Covenant, as it is outlined in Gen. 12:1-3; 15:7-21; 17:7-8; 22:15-19, has 
a number of important clauses:

 1.  It sets aside Abraham and his descendants as the vehicle of world redemption.

 2.  It affirms an everlasting possession of the land of Canaan to the “seeds” 
(descendants) of Abraham.

 3.  It holds a promise of global salvation from a “seed” (Messiah) who will arise at 
a point in time from the descendants of Abraham.

 4.  It gives a promise of blessing to those who bless Abraham’s seeds and a 
promise of cursing to those who curse them.



The writer of Hebrews Ch. 6 holds up to his readers God’s faithfulness to this 

Covenant as proof that He will be faithful to them in terms of His New Covenant

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater to swear by, he 

swore by himself:

14 I will indeed bless you, and I will greatly multiply you.[a] 15 And so, after waiting patiently, 

Abraham obtained the promise.

16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and for them a confirming oath 

ends every dispute.

17 Because God wanted to show his unchangeable purpose even more clearly to the heirs of 

the promise, he guaranteed it with an oath,

18 so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 

have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us.

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 

sanctuary behind the curtain.   

20 Jesus has entered there on our behalf as a forerunner, because he has become a high 

priest forever according to the order of Melchizadek.   (CSB)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A13-19&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30041a


If the Abrahamic Covenant has been nullified or adjusted by the coming of Jesus 

- then the letter written to the Hebrews some thirty years later (written well after 

the nation’s rejection of Jesus) - and the passage we just read - is false!  



Paul, and the writer of the book 

of Hebrews, affirm that the 

Abrahamic Covenant was 

properly sworn to, sealed and 

“notarized” by God Himself and 

that, as such, cannot be adjusted 

or annulled in any way.



A contract you can count on…

 Paul writes that fallen men draw up contracts and hold 

them true - so how much more God who is perfect and 

altogether trustworthy!

 In Galations 3 then, Paul points to the fact that the 

Covenant promises, amongst other things, that salvation 

will - come to the world through a ‘seed’ or person: 19 What 

purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the Seed should come…

 If this is true, then salvation cannot be obtained through the 

law that was given some fourteen hundred years earlier. 

The Law then must have some purpose other than a saving 

one. Quite right says Paul - “It is our teacher to bring us to 

Christ.” (Gal.3:24)



He does not lie..

 So, the Abrahamic Covenant 

always made an eternal promise 

of land to Abraham’s 

descendants (Gen. 17:8) and a 

promise of Messiah to the same 

descendants 

(Gen. 22:16-18). 

 God has fully honored His 

promises in this respect and has 

not changed His mind.  



The evil of Replacement Theology

 The evil of Replacement 

Theology and its “cousins” 

is that it disinvests the 

Jewish people of a destiny in 

the land of Israel and thus 

accuses God of lying by 

violating a contract which He 

Himself swore to. 



The evil of Replacement Theology

 They falsely assert that the land part of 

this Covenant has been removed - thus 

making Israel’s modern day restoration 

as a nation a mere coincidence.   

 Consequently, any promise referring to 

the land of Israel can now be transferred 

to the Church and thus allegorized, 

making the Church the inheritor of all the 

promises made to the Jews. 

 (The Church is altogether happy to take 

the promises and blessings, but doesn’t 

claim the curses and tribulations)



Historically, the Church has not only 

propagated this error but, coupled with it, has 

despised the Jews for not believing in Jesus 

which has in turn encouraged a hatred of the 

Jews that has birthed anti-Semitism.  For 

instance Martin Luther, who espoused 

Replacement Theology, wrote in 1543:

 

“The Jews are a base, whoring people, that 

is, no people of God, and their boast of 

lineage, circumcision, and law must be 

accounted as filthy. The Jews are full of the 

devils’ feces…which they wallow in like 

swine. Their synagogue is an incorrigible 

whore and evil slut.”

The evil of Replacement Theology



➢ No wonder this culminated finally with the Holocaust 

and the anti-Israelism that we witness everywhere 

today. The fruit of replacement theology is evil and yet 

it continues to thrive in certain Christian traditions. 

➢ We fully affirm that salvation for all peoples, be they 

Jew or Gentile, and is only to be obtained by 

exercising faith in Jesus’ finished work on the cross 

(Rom. 1:16), 

➢ but we affirm that Replacement Theology is a dark 

spiritual stronghold, that has birthed nothing but “bad 

fruit”, that will only come down by prayer, proper 

teaching and the written word.

The evil of Replacement Theology



It is important to note that Replacement Theology may 

sound credible because it

➢ 1.  Asserts salvation in Christ Jesus alone,

➢ 2. Proves that scriptures referring exclusively to 

Israel in the Old Testament are indeed transferred 

to the Church in the New Testament (1 Pet. 2:9 – 

“…you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 

His own special people, that you may proclaim Him 

who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light;” also 2 Cor. 6:16-18; Ezek. 37:26; Isa.52:11; 2 

Sam. 7:14), and

➢ 3. Can demonstrate from scripture that the Church is 

the ‘Israel of God’ (Gal.6:16 – “And as many as walk 

according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon 

them, and upon the Israel of God.”).

The ‘credibility’ of Replacement Theology



Refuting The ‘credibility’ of Replacement Theology

➢ As to the first point (Jesus is the only way) we affirm that salvation for all people is to be had in 

Christ Jesus alone. “He is the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father but by 

Him“ (John 14:6). His coming was always promised in the Abrahamic Covenant; He is the “seed” 

who, like Isaac, was laid on wood to die for the sins of the world. 

➢ But, as to points 2 and 3, we recognize that the Church has joined, or been grafted into, Israel’s 

spiritual tree (Rom. 11:17-26) and is thus the “Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16) but not exclusively or in a 

replacement manner but in the way that Israel’s unbelief made a way for Gentiles to enlarge the 

existing spiritual tree of Israel. 

➢ The Church joins a community of faith that existed before (Eph. 3:6, Jn. 10:16).  The Church then 

has not replaced anything and least of all the choice that God made of Israel as the vehicle of world 

redemption. She remains God’s birthing people (Rev. 12:1-2).

The Gentiles are coheirs, members 

of the same body, and partners in 

the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel. (Eph. 3:6, CSB)

“But I have other sheep that are 

not from this sheep pen; I must 

bring them also, and they will listen 

to my voice. Then there will be one 

flock, one shepherd.” (Jn. 10:16 

CSB)



Grafted in…
➢ So then, the promises to the Jewish people in the 

Abrahamic Covenant remain intact and will be fully 

honored (Jer.23:37-42; 31:35-37; Amos 9:13-15). 

➢ This is already happening in Israel’s modern day 

restoration. God has not abolished these because 
of Israel’s unbelief (Rom. 3:3-4).  

➢ However do not assert that we are grafted into the 

nation of Israel - You are not grafted into the IDF or 

the Orthodox Jews of the Mea Shearim or the State 

of Israel- but into Israel’s spiritual tree that is made 

up of all those who believe in, love and serve Jesus. 

(Rom.11:13-23). 

➢ Our support of Israel is solely based upon the 
faithfulness of God to the Abrahamic Covenant.



Restoration

➢ Through a process of physical and spiritual 

restoration in the land of Canaan - Israel will 

recognize and accept Jesus’ Messianic 

credentials and thereby birth real peace for 

the whole world by His coming 

(Ezek. 36:24-28, Zech. 12:10). 

➢ “The things which make for Peace” only 

come to the world through a saved Jewish 

Jerusalem and coming of Messiah! (Isa. 2:1-

5; Luke 19:41-42) For this reason there is an 

intense battle raging over Israel’s restoration 

and return to Jerusalem. It will only intensify!

Special thanks for the content of this teaching on Replacement Theology to 
Rev. Malcolm Hedding, 

author and Biblical scholar, Board of Directors, International Christian Embassy of 
Jerusalem, http://us.icej.org 



The Watchmen on Replacement Theology:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usZDdx2QCvw



So when do we think the sun and moon 

and stars will cease to exist? When they do, 

we can consider Replacement Theology. 

Until then, it remains a LIE. 



The BDS Movement: What Does BDS stand for??



BDS Movement
BDS movement is the organized, anti-Israel agenda 

that is most widely spreading through its gain 

of media exposure and supporters primarily 

in North America and Europe.



➢ The “Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions” 

Movement officially claims that the movement is 

created as a “global movement for a campaign of 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against 

Israel until it complies with international law and 

Palestinian rights”.

➢ It was initiated by Palestinian civil society in 2005, 

and is coordinated by the Palestinian BDS National 

Committee (BNC), established in 2007.

➢ The movement says “BDS is a strategy that allows 

people of conscience to play an effective role in 

the Palestinian struggle for justice.”

‘Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions’ - beginnings





➢ The beginnings of BDS actually 

started in 2001 during what’s called 

the  “Durban strategy” -

➢ This was the ‘UN Conference 

Against Racism’ held in Durban, 

South Africa, 

➢ but as history tells us, hatred 

towards the State of Israel  existed 

far before this.

‘Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions’ - beginnings



As co-founder of the Palestinian 

Campaign for the Academic and Cultural 

Boycott of Israel (PACBI) Omar 

Barghouti stated in 2004,

“The current phase has all the 

emblematic properties of what may be 

considered the final chapter of the Zionist 

project. We are witnessing the rapid 

demise of Zionism, and nothing can be 

done to save it, for Zionism is intent on 

killing itself. I, for one, support 

euthanasia.”

Omar Barghouti – co-founder 



With over 170 endorsements from 

various Palestinian movements and 

organizations, the movement is not only 

a Palestinian movement but one that is 

plaguing universities, political parties, 

leadership and unions and audiences 

worldwide.  



The BDS movement refers to 

Israel’s creation and presence in 

Palestinian territories as 

“colonization, apartheid and 

occupation” constantly referring 

and comparing Jewish 

immigration and the creation of 

the State of Israel as to that of 

European colonization. 

(http://beholdisrael.org/news-
israel/articles/what-bds-movement )



BDS Claims International law violations

BDS claims three international law violations as its main agenda for the 

movement. The movement officially names those three objectives and violations as:

 1. Ending its occupation and colonization of all Arab lands occupied in June 

1967 and dismantling the Wall;

 2. Recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of 

Israel to full equality.

 3. Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees to 

return to their homes and properties as stipulated in UN Resolution 194.



What do they want?

 The movement advocates for a Palestinian “Law of Return”, 
calling for Palestinian refugees the same right as Jews to 
immigrate to Israel. 

 The movement also sees the State of Israel as an apartheid 
state and any and all Israelis living in the West Bank as 
settlers and occupiers. 

 The movement’s main economic strategies have been to 
advocate for boycotting or labeling of Israeli products from 
the West Bank, e.g. cases of goods in Europe labeled or 
boycotted as “from occupied territories of Palestine”. 

 The movement is focused on the boycott of Israeli goods, 
academia, sports and culture.



What do they want?

 It claims that Israel is an apartheid 

state and that “economic pressure 

and the power of public opinion that is 

generated by a wide-scale 

international boycott is immense” 

 - citing F.W. de Klerk who wrote that 

“the boycott, disinvestment and 

sanctions campaign against apartheid 

South Africa led to a 1.5% decline in 

national economic growth.”



Additionally, it sees the IDF 

not as a defensive army, but 

an army used to occupy 

and maintain “Israeli 

control” of the region.

Israeli Occupation Forces



Christians, Jews band together to fight BDS: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rl34W-ZIi9U&t=7s



US churches including the Presbyterian Church 

USA, the United Church of Christ and the United 

Methodist Church (UMC) and several Quaker bodies 

have voted to divest from Israeli and international 

companies targeted by the BDS movement.

Yearly ‘Christian’ conferences are held in Bethlehem 

to promote anti-Israel, pro-Palestinian  rhetoric. 

What about the church??



What about the church??



Churches boycott Hewlett-Packard in support of Palestinian rights

Dozens of churches around the U.S. have now signed a pledge to become HP-Free after 

calls from Palestinian Christians to boycott

Hewlett-Packard profits from selling information technology to the Israeli military and government that is then used 

to support violations of Palestinian human rights. HP biometric data technology is used to racially profile Palestinians at 

checkpoints in the West Bank. HP also provides servers and maintains IT systems for the Israeli military and its prisons as 

well as for illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank. The HP-Free Church campaign calls on churches to refrain from 

buying HP printers, computers, inks, and other products until the company and all of its branches end contracts with Israel’s 

military and cease operations in the occupied West Bank.

Since July, 2017 — several dozen churches around the United States, representing many different denominations, have 

signed pledges to boycott Hewlett-Packard (HP), joining an international boycott movement meant to pressure the tech 

company into ending its complicity in Israel’s human rights abuses against Palestinians. 

The individual pledges are part of a larger campaign organized by Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA), an 

ecumenical organization led by Palestinian Christians seeking justice and peace in Palestine. In pledging to boycott HP, the 

churches have joined the rapidly growing international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement against 

Israel. Christian denominations in the United States have been a big part of this effort. To date, the United Church of 

Christ, Unitarian Universalists, Presbyterian Church, Alliance of Baptists, Quaker Friends Fiduciary, and, most 

recently, Mennonite Church USA, have all voted to divest from HP due to its human rights violations against Palestinians, 

while three regional Methodist conferences passed resolutions supporting the boycott of HP products.



Boycotting HP – propaganda video



The evils of the BDS movement

July1, 2015 - The United Church of Christ announced its endorsement of the BDS movement 

against Israeli products produced in Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) though it failed to 

secure the two-thirds majority vote needed to label Israeli policies "apartheid."





President Trump signed an executive order to make Jews on college campuses a 

“protected class” by expanding the legal classification of Jews to include them as having 

an Israeli national identity. The law states that the Education Department can take such 

action against any program that discriminates “on the ground of race, color or national 

origin”. This will allow the Education Department to pull funding from colleges that allow 

political movements that focus on the policies of the government of Israel. The order is 

intended to put a stop to to the Boycott, Divest and Sanction Israel movement that is 

popular on college campuses.

In response to the pro-Israel lobby in America, 27 states have passed laws attempting to 

curb the BDS movement.

WALL STREET JOURNAL – Dec 13, 2019

Trump Issued an Executive Order that 
Declares the Boycott Movement 
Against Israel Is Based, Not on Support 
for the Rights of Palestinians, But on 
Anti-Semitism



If my people…



May we all be Lovers of the Truth…



Thus says the Lord,
Who gives the sun for a light by day,
The ordinances of the moon and the stars 
for a light by night,
Who disturbs the sea,
And its waves roar
(The Lord of hosts is His name):

“If those ordinances depart
From before Me, says the Lord,
Then the seed of Israel shall also cease

From being a nation before Me forever.”
(Jeremiah 31:35-36)



The Church’s Unholy History
REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY AND OTHER DEBACLES

A Light to the Lost House of Israel:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybDTGb88oAU



The Church’s Unholy History

REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY AND OTHER DEBACLES
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