GOSPEL COMMUNITY GUIDE

The Revelation of Jesus Christ
REDEEMER
The Sealed People of God (Rev. 7) | February 1, 2026 ROUND ROCK

QUICK UPDATES
Share any upcoming church events and handle housekeeping for the Gospel Community.

CONNECT
Would you rather know everything that’s going to happen in your future, or know that someone has your back no matter
what?

REVIEW

Have someone read the passage out loud from the ESV translation or something similar. Reflect on any insights, questions,
or parts that stood out from the text or the sermon. Then read the summary below.

Revelation 7 interrupts the chaos of Revelation 6 with a divine pause, answering the question: “Who can stand?” In the
midst of conquest, war, famine, death, persecution, and disaster, God reveals that His people are sealed, known, and
secure in Christ. John hears a numbered, battle-ready people and then sees an uncountable multitude from every nation,
standing victorious before the throne and the Lamb. The same people who struggle on earth are celebrated in heaven
because their robes have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7 comforts weary believers by reminding
them that the battle is real, but the outcome is already decided.

LEARN & LIVE
These questions help us grasp the truth of the passage and consider how to live it out.

e What does it mean for God’s servants to be “sealed,” based on the imagery in the text?

e How does Revelation 7 connect the idea of standing with being sealed?

e What details describe the identity and posture of the great multitude before the throne?

e \What does the phrase “washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb” teach about salvation?
e How does Revelation 7 respond directly to the suffering introduced in Revelation 67

e What future hope is promised to God’s people in verses 15-177?



GO DEEPER
These questions invite us to slow down and wrestle with what’s going on beneath the surface. Use these to go a little
deeper or in your Huddle Groups.

e Where do you most feel the “battle” of this world pressing in on your life right now?
How does the idea of being sealed by God challenge the ways you normally seek security?
What does it look like to stand faithfully rather than escape or disengage from hardship?
How does knowing the outcome of the story change the way you face fear, loss, or uncertainty?
How does Revelation 7 reshape your understanding of the global church and God’s mission?
How does this passage help you suffer with honesty but without despair?
Where might God be inviting you to live more courageously because your future is secure?
How can this vision of worship shape the way you live and worship now?

How is the Holy Spirit comforting you or challenging you personally from this discussion? How will you respond
and what will you do differently this week? Is there anywhere you need help to make that happen?

PRAY FOR NEEDS in the GROUP
e Some other ways to pray:
o Pray about one way God spoke to you tonight through His Word.
o Pray by name for someone in your life who doesn’t yet know Jesus.
e Pray for this ministry area of Redeemer: Pray for marriages of Redeemer as we prepare for the marriage retreat.

5 GROUP DISCUSSION RULES
We want to be full of grace as we meet, deepening our relationship with one another and with Christ. These five values help
us know our P.L.A.C.E. in our GC’s and Huddles.
1. Pray - Prayer is a space for confession, struggle, and praise. Keep requests focused on yourself and your
immediate family, so we can pray specifically and personally.

2. Listen - Be present and attentive. Share with humility, be mindful of time, and remember: silence is okay.

3. Apply - Answer honestly. Consider how God’s Word speaks into your life, and what it might look like to respond.

4. Confess - Confession and repentance are signs of maturity. We meet one another with grace, not shame.

5. Encourage - Practical advice is helpful, but truth is better. Speak the gospel into each other’s hearts and stories.
COMMENTARY EXCERPT:

The Sealed Servants of God (7:1-17)

Chapter 7 is an interlude between the sixth and seventh seals: John sees two related visions of believers kept safe from God’s wrath and
standing in God'’s presence. Scholars debate the identity of the 144,000 from Israel and the multiethnic multitude, as well as the precise
relationship between these groups. For example, some interpret the 144,000 as Jewish people saved during the final tribulation, who
evangelize the multitude. More likely, the 144,000 and the multitude are two complementary pictures of the same reality: God’s
redeemed people throughout history. The first vision emphasizes that God protects and preserves the full number of his chosen people,
while the second stresses that God saves a great crowd from every nation, ethnicity, and language group through the Lamb’s shed
blood.

7:1-4 John sees four angels standing at the earth’s four corners holding back “four winds”; likely this refers to the four horsemen in 6:1-8
(cf. Zech 6:1-5). These angels are authorized to inflict damage, but another angel “with the seal of the living God” orders them to wait
until God’s servants are “sealed.” John then hears their number: “144,00 sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel.” Sealing signifies
that these people belong to God and receive his protection; 14:1 clarifies that the 144,000 bear the name of the Lamb and his Father on
their foreheads. John’s vision alludes to Ezekiel 9:4—6, where the Lord’s agent marks the foreheads of the faithful, who are then spared
when six executioners pass through the city to execute God'’s wrath. So in Revelation’s fifth trumpet judgment, only those without God’s
seal on their foreheads are harmed by the locusts (9:4). A mark on the forehead or hand designates those loyal to the beast (13:16; 14:9),
while God’s people who refuse to worship the beast bear God’s name (14:1; 22:4) and are kept safe from divine wrath.

Interpreters debate whether the 144,000 refers to a precise or representative number of Jews at the end of history, or whether the
number symbolically represents all God'’s people throughout time. | hold the latter view. Numbers in this book frequently carry symbolic
weight, and the number twelve (and its multiples) is associated with God'’s people:

twelve stars (12:1)



twelve tribes of Israel (7:4-8; 21:12)

twelve apostles (21:14)

twelve gates, angels, and foundations in the New Jerusalem (21:12—-14, 21)

twelve kinds of fruit from the tree of life (22:2)

144,000 is twelve squared and multiplied by a thousand, which expresses the perfect, complete number of God’s people.

7:5—-8 These verses unpack the number 144,000 by listing 12,000 from each tribe, which parallels in some ways the census of Israel’s
fighting men in Numbers 1-2. However, this list doesn’t precisely match any OT records of the twelve tribes. Judah is named first as the
tribe of the messianic king (Gen 49:9-10; Rev 5:5), ahead of Jacob’s firstborn, Reuben. Additionally, Manasseh (Joseph'’s firstborn)
replaces Dan, a tribe known for its idolatry (Judg 18:29-30; 1Kgs 12:29-30; Amos 8:14).

7:9-12 In 5:5-6, John hears about the conquering Lion of Judah and surprisingly sees a slain Lamb; likewise, what John sees in 7:9—-10
(a great multitude) clarifies the meaning of what John hears in 7:4-8 (144,000). As Jesus is both the Lion of Judah and the slain Lamb, so
also the numbered tribes and the innumerable throng portray the same entity from different yet complementary angles. This vision
reinterprets nationalistic hopes and shows the fruition of God’s promise to multiply Abraham’s descendants and bless all nations (Gen
13:16; 15:5; 22:17-18; 26:4; 32:12).

John beholds the great multitude standing before the Almighty and the Lamb (7:9), a clear answer to the earlier question, “Who can
stand?” (cf. 6:17). They do not hide in fear but stand in praise. These worshipers are from every grouping of humanity, representing all
ethnicities, nationalities, languages, and tribes, as in 5:9. Their “white robes” recall the martyrs’ garments (6:11) and Christ’s promise to
conquerors (3:4-5, 18). The heavenly elder explains that their robes have been “washed” and whitened by the Lamb’s blood (7:14; cf.
22:14). They hold “palm branches,” which are associated with the Feast of Booths that marked Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Lev 23:40—43;
John 12:13) and anticipated a future redemption (Zech 14:16). The multitude declares, “Salvation belongs to our God . . . and to the Lamb”
(cf. 12:10; 19:1), which recalls OT affirmations of God’s saving deeds (Exod 15:2; Ps 3:8; Jer 3:23; Jonah 2:9) while specifying the Lamb’s
role in divine deliverance. The angels respond to this celebration of salvation with sevenfold praise to God (7:11-12), echoing the
heavenly worship in 5:11-14.

7:13—14 One of the elders poses a question to John and then answers it, explaining that the white-robed multitude are those redeemed
by Christ who come “out of the great tribulation.” Some understand this “great tribulation” as a precise reference to a final period of
hostility before Christ’s return, but the phrase more likely describes a time of intense trouble for God’s people throughout the church age
that ends in deliverance and resurrection (Dan 12:1). John introduces himself to the seven churches as their “partner in the tribulation”
(1:9), and Christ knows his people’s “tribulation” and calls for faithful endurance even unto death (2:9-10).

7:15—17 “Therefore” (7:15) introduces the glorious consequences of cleansing from sin and enduring tribulation. These verses preview the
saints’ priestly work and their experience of everlasting life with God in the new creation. The reference to serving in “his temple” is
symbolic, not literal, as there is “no temple” in the New Jerusalem, which is filled with the radiant presence of God and the Lamb (21:22).
The redeemed shall not “hunger” or “thirst” but will instead experience eternal comfort and satisfaction (7:16—17), both fulfilling Isaiah
49:10 and anticipating Revelation 21:4, 6. The reason why the saints are protected and provided for comes in 7:17: “For the Lamb in the
midst of the throne will be their shepherd.” In the OT, the Lord shepherds his people (Ps 23:1) and appoints David as their shepherd-ruler
(2Sam 5:2; 7:7). Strikingly, Revelation presents the slain Lamb as the messianic shepherd who embodies God’s own care for his flock and
leads them to “living water” (cf. John 4:14; 10:11). This vision concludes with an allusion to the restoration prophecy in Isaiah 25:8: “God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (cf. Rev 21:4).

Brian Tabb, Revelation, https.//www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/revelation



