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In this life we have all we need and more…of troubles, challenges, and blessings.  Abundance is a quantitative measurement and qualitative assessment of what we experience.  Jesus said that He came to this world that we have life and have it abundantly.  Join us as we discover the abundant life that can only be found in Jesus.

Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand all the more.  (Luke 12:48b)

The Abundant Expectation…
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  (Romans 12:6-8 NIV)

What is your gift?  Talent, wealth, knowledge, time, discernment, maturity, testimony, grief, joy, experience, labor, love…

The Abundant Faith…
And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.  And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box.  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  (Mark 12:41-44)

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  (Daniel 3:16-18 NIV)

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  (John 11:21-27)

And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone.  She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased.  (Luke 8:43-44)
The Abundant Response…
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:39-43)


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus tells us that to those who have been given “much”, much is expected.  What have you been given “much” of in your life?  How have you used that to follow and glorify God?

Tuesday – We have all been gifted uniquely.  How have you been gifted in your life?  Some have discovered gifts later in life.  Has your gift changed or grown over time?  

Wednesday – There are many in scripture who found themselves in seasons of abundant deficit.  They had abundant fear, anger, grief, disease, and other persecution.  This is “much” also and much is still expected.  Have you ever had seasons like this?  How did you respond and show your faith?

Thursday – God promises to work together in all things for those who love Him.  He says to be joyful in all circumstances to fulfill His will.  How can you find and show faith in tough times? 

Friday – Jesus responds to faith.  He places great value on it because it is seen in short supply by Him in us.  Why does He value faith above all?  How is He seeing it in you?
