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In this life we have all we need and more…of troubles, challenges, and blessings.  Abundance is a quantitative measurement and qualitative assessment of what we experience.  Jesus said that He came to this world that we have life and have it abundantly.  Join us as we discover the abundant life that can only be found in Jesus.

Abundance is a concept that, in the church setting, is tied to prosperity.  Prosperity is linked with dollars and dollars are linked to giving.  Abundance is far greater than dollars and cents.

The Abundant Promise…
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  (John 10:7-10)

Abundance:
· a very large quantity of something.
· the state or condition of having a copious quantity of something; plentifulness.
· plentifulness of the good things of life; prosperity.

The Abundant Difference…
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (Matthew 6:19-21)

Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?  (James 2:5)

The Abundant Action…
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  (James 4:8)

The Abundant Change…
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”  The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the Negeb!  Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!  He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.  (Psalm 126)

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  (Psalm 23:5)

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus promises an “abundant” life.  List 10 things that make your life abundant.

Tuesday – An abundant life is a faithful and peaceful life (ful = full).  That includes things of God not things of the world.  In what ways do you need to lean on God and let go of the world?

Wednesday – When we draw near to God, He draws near to us.  There is an action required on our part.  How can you move the God of creation by drawing near to Him?  (This is the result of faith)

Thursday – When we consider what God has done.  When we consider all of the abundance.  When we draw near to God.  These change our mourning to praise and our sorrow to joy.  How so? 

Friday – What is your eyewitness testimony about God’s abundant and amazing grace poured out for you?
