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In this life we have all we need and more…of troubles, challenges, and blessings.  Abundance is a quantitative measurement and qualitative assessment of what we experience.  Jesus said that He came to this world that we have life and have it abundantly.  Join us as we discover the abundant life that can only be found in Jesus.

In life, it is the little things that matter.  At holidays, those things get maginified.

What are the most treasured things in your home?  Why?  Because they are reminders of relationships and proof of presence.

Abundant Unbelief…
He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands?  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Josesh and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.  And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.”  And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them.  And he marveled because of their unbelief.  And he went about among the villages teaching.  (Mark 6:1-6)

Rare Faith…
And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.  Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed.  For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”  (Luke 7:6-9)

Priceless Gift…
Luke 2:1-14 – The Christmas Story

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (Luke 2:15-20)

Faith is still amazing.  It is still moving mountains.  It is still the conduit for God’s saving grace.
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – What is the most valuable thing you own?  Why is it valuable to the world?  What is the most treasured thing in your home?  Why do you value it more than others?

Tuesday – Jesus marveled at the lack of belief by those in His hometown.  Why did they struggle to see Him for who He is?  Why was He unable to perform miracles there?  Does your faith open or close the door to His work?   

Wednesday – Jesus marveled at the faith of the centurion.  He didn’t even come in person…but sent his request and believed Jesus could do it from afar.  How does this look like our prayers and what we ask?  Why was Jesus amazed by this demonstration of faith?

Thursday – God sent His One and Only Son into the world in the most unlikely and unvaluable scenarios…yet, Jesus was a priceless gift.  Compare and contrast Christ’s birth value and worth. 

Friday – The world now clings to relics because they prove relationship and presence with God.  Why must we be careful not to look backward so much that we miss the present presence now?
