[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Advent Week 3:  The First Noel…

Advent, drawn from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming, arrival”, originally referred to the second coming of Christ.  Today, Advent is a time of expectant waiting throughout the Christian world.  It marks the days and weeks leading up to Christmas and the beginning of the liturgical calendar.  It is meant to build a sense of anticipation and be a tool for teaching the story of Christ’s birth.  Join us as we unwrap Advent, through song and scripture, to build our own anticipation of a Savior.

The First Noel – 1823/1833 – Nowell later Noel.  Latin “natalis” (natal) “of or having to do with birth”


The First Noel the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
And by the light of that same star
Three Wise men came from country far
To seek for a King was their intent
And to follow the star wherever it went
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
This star drew nigh to the northwest
O'er Bethlehem it took it's rest
And there it did both Pause and stay
Right o'er the place where Jesus lay
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought
And with his blood mankind hath bought

Bethlehem  where Ruth met Boaz, Jacob buried Rachel, and where David was found in a field.

The prophets pointed toward a future hope in Jesus.  The prophets pointed to the route of the Savior through Bethlehem.  They kept the festivals and celebrated Hanukkah and Passover and so many other feasts/festivals to remember what God had done.

Advent weeks are ordered chronologically around the Christmas story.
	Week 1:  Prophets -- Hope
	Week 2:  Bethelehem -- Faith
	Week 3:  Shepherds -- Joy
	Week 4:  Angels – Peace

Jews kicked off on Dec 7.  The Festival of Lights is celebrated the world over and people light candles…like Christians light the Advent candles.

Jacob – 12 tribes – Levites – Priests




The Shepherds…
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  (Luke 2:8)

In Bethlehem, Migdal Eder “Tower of the Flock”, a 2 story watchtower that Levitical priests were up in keeping watch OVER the sheep/lambs intended for sacrifice.  

The Angels…
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  (Luke 2:9-11)

Angels have been misunderstood for many generations.  Angels are the workers, warriors, and messengers of God.  We place alabaster and porcelain angels in our homes, on our trees, and in our mind’s eye…yet these would drive no one to their face in fear.  A battle rages around us today.  This spiritual war is being fought by God’s angel army.  He also sends these warriors to deliver important messages – sometimes warnings, sometimes hope, and sometimes just to get our attention for what He is doing.

The Proof…
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  (Luke 2:12-14)

The shepherds were to protect the sheep and care for the spotless lambs for sacrifice at the temple.  They did this by helping the Ewe’s with birthing and then wrapping the lambs in swaddling cloths to protect them from injury.

The One…
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  (Luke 2:15-16)

God got their attention with the angels.  He captured their fascinations with tales of spotless lambs.  He led them with a star to the place where they would find the proof of God’s Word and Love.  They went with haste finding it just as they were told.

The Result…
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. (Luke 2:17-18

The Greek word used here is “teras” which means to “evoke astonishment”.  All who heard the story the shepherds told – about angels, swaddling cloths, and the true spotless lamb evoked astonishment in all who heard it.  The words were leaping from the scroll.  The old stories and long ago words were alive.  God with us.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:1-5

Who learned something today about this Christmas story?  If you learned these things today about a story you thought you knew everything about…then, what else might you have missed about this Jesus – your Savior?  There is a depth to this story, His love, and His calling to you that you are only just scratching the surface of.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Hope, peace, and joy are represented in the Christmas story by the prophets, Bethlehem, and the shepherds.  All of these point to Jesus.  How does your life point to Him?

Tuesday – The shepherds were more than dirty commoners.  You are more than just a number.  Why do God count you as a masterpiece?  Why does God use us to tell others about Him?

Wednesday – Jesus entered the world and was wrapped in priestly cloths intended for lambs.  His very first moments point to the sacrifice to come.  What is He calling you to sacrifice in response?

Thursday – The shepherds heard.  The angels invited them to “come and see” what God had done.  They saw it for themselves and then joined the angels (and God) in telling the world.  This is the path of discipleship.  Where are you in that journey?  How can you join Him in His work to reach the world?

Friday – When the shepherds told others…they were amazed.  Were you amazed with God today?  Dig deeper.  Go further.  Join Him and His church in this work.



