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Advent, drawn from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming, arrival”, originally referred to the second coming of Christ.  Today, Advent is a time of expectant waiting throughout the Christian world.  It marks the days and weeks leading up to Christmas and the beginning of the liturgical calendar.  It is meant to build a sense of anticipation and be a tool for teaching the story of Christ’s birth.  Join us as we unwrap Advent, through song and scripture, to build our own anticipation of a Savior.

Merry Christmas Eve!  That word “Eve” signals that we are in the hours leading up to what will come.  The event is so big that we celebrate the day before in anticipation of the real event tomorrow.

The season of advent follows the days leading up to Christmas building an anticipation in our hearts for the birth and delivery of our Savior, Christ Jesus.

Advent weeks are ordered chronologically around the Christmas story.
	Week 1:  Prophets -- Hope
	Week 2:  Bethelehem -- Faith
	Week 3:  Shepherds -- Joy
	Week 4:  Angels – Peace

Angels, from the Greek word “angelos” means messengers.  Angels spoke and delivered messages directly from God to His people on earth.

The Christmas story is knit together in a series of messages from God’s angels foretelling what was going to happen next…and then, the revelation of those truths in real life.

A Message to Mary…
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  (Luke 1:26-33)

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.  



A Message to Joseph…
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  (Matthew 1:20-25)

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.

A Message to the Shepherds…
[bookmark: _Hlk154226197]And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  (Luke 2:8-18)

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  (Luke 2:19)

A Message to Us…
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  (Matthew 1:20-25)









The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Christmas is a season of giving.  There is no greater gift from God than His presence (through Jesus and His Holy Spirit).  Who, in your life, needs your presence and testimony?  Who have you withheld your presence and testimony from?  Why?  Please fix that right away.

Tuesday – The angels weave the nativity narrative together through revelation of Christ to come.  How has God revealed His truth to you personally?  How does He speak to you today?

Wednesday – Jesus is the face and presence of God.  He brought light to overcome darkness and hope to overwhelm despair.  What has Jesus overcome in your spirit?  What is God still working on?

Thursday – God was not done using angels as messengers.  In fact, they kept speaking to Jesus, the disciples, and others all the way to the end of Revelation.  What is the message of God’s messengers?

Friday – Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  She knew the scripture.  She knew that the Savior was not delivered to be “born” but to die for our sins.  So, she paused to treasure the moment she was in vs. worry (as a mother) about what would happen later.  What is the lesson in that for us?  How/why do you need to be in THIS moment with God and family?



