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Advent, drawn from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming, arrival”, originally referred to the second coming of Christ.  Today, Advent is a time of expectant waiting throughout the Christian world.  It marks the days and weeks leading up to Christmas and the beginning of the liturgical calendar.  It is meant to build a sense of anticipation and be a tool for teaching the story of Christ’s birth.  Join us as we unwrap Advent, through song and scripture, to build our own anticipation of a Savior.

Advent weeks are ordered chronologically around the Christmas story.
	Week 1:  Prophets -- Hope
	Week 2:  Bethelehem -- Faith
	Week 3:  Shepherds -- Joy
	Week 4:  Angels – Peace

O Come, O Come, Emmauel is a beautiful Christmas hymn.  The song, originally composed in the 8th or 9th century, was sung in monasteries in the days leading up to Christmas.  It captures the plight and despair of Israel along with the faithful and celebratory anticipation of God’s arrival.

Their hope was anchored in God’s promise to send a Savior and the words of God’s prophets foretelling that day.

The Prediction…
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  (Jeremiah 23:5)

The Line…
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  (Isaiah 11:1)

The King…
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  (Isaiah 9:6-7)

The One…
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7:14)



The Anticipation
I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth.  (Numbers 24:17)

The promise came true.  God sent His Son.  The waiting is over.  He is yours today!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Advent is designed to remind us the anticipation Israel felt leading up to Christ’s birth and our anticipation of His return.  We remember the prophets words that give us hope.  What do you hope for?  What is your heart yearning for today?

Tuesday – The prophets predicted Christ’s birth and God’s arrival.  Immanuel, God with us, has great power.  How does God with us give you hope?  How do you feel His presence today?

Wednesday – God’s presence ushers in justice and freedom for the oppressed.  What are you captive to and what do you need freedom from?

Thursday – God tried to set the proper expectation that Jesus was more than a mortal and temporal king.  The world still wanted the temporary while resolved the eternal.  How do we still seek the same today?  What do we miss in the process?

Friday – This is how you will know.  You will find a baby.  They found Him.  He led, died, and rose with a promise to return.  How will you know the 2nd time?
