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Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

We have seen the importance of telling those we love about Jesus.  We’ve learned the distance between tasting God’s goodness and tasting God’s wrath is about 12in (from your head to your heart).  We’ve acknowledged that conflict between people, with God, and the church can be barriers to invitation – but, restoration awaits our action.

We have also seen that we are not inviting people to a show or even church.  We are inviting them to encounter Jesus as reflected by the praise, worship, and faith of those in the church.  We invite them to come and see for themselves.

Samaritan woman at the well.

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.  (John 4:1-6)

· Jesus revealed her sin and separation.
· This encounter changed everything – her story, her family, her eternity

Come and see.
28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.  (John 4:28-30)

Come and see.
6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where He lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that He has risen from the dead, and behold, He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him. See, I have told you.”  (Matthew 28:6-7)

So, what can we learn from these stories that apply today?

· The Importance of Personal Experience: Faith is not just an intellectual exercise but a personal encounter with God.  Inviting others to "come and see" encourages them to experience God's love and grace firsthand.

· The Power of Community: Faith is best lived in community.  Sharing our experiences with others strengthens our own faith and helps to build up the body of Christ.

· The Role of Witness: As followers of Jesus, we are called to be witnesses to His love and truth.  By inviting others to "come and see," we fulfill this important mission for each of us as believers and collectively as the church.

The words "come and see" are a powerful invitation that continues to resonate today.  By following these Biblical examples who were encouraged to witness firsthand the works of God, we can invite others to experience the transformative power of faith in Jesus and build up the kingdom of God.


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – God’s mercy is on display in you.  What is your story about God?  Make sure you know your story so you can tell others and encourage them to “come and see”.

Tuesday – The woman at the well had family drama, a crisis of faith, and a reputation that eliminated her as a witness, yet Jesus redeemed her and used her to reach her family and community.  What changed in her that people now listened and followed her? 

Wednesday – She encouraged them to “come and see” and they did.  When they met Jesus personally, they believed as well.  It all started with personal change.  What is Jesus trying to change in you in order to reach those around you?

Thursday – The angel of the Lord spoke to the ladies in the garden and invited them to “come and see” as proof that Jesus was risen.  What proof of the Risen Lord are you inviting them to see?

Friday – The purpose of this discussion is to reach our family and friends.  How can we show them that God is worth the effort and available?  “Come and see….”
