[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Arm’s Length:  Connecting the dots…

Children’s Message – Connecting Ourselves and others to the source of power.

Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

The Greatest Distance in the World.

Knowing Him > Knowing “it”.
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  (Proverbs 3:5)

Those who know Him, follow Him.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  (James 1:22)

· Walking the dog.  What did you see?
· There are many counterfeits.
· Lust imitates love
· Pride imitates joy
· Sin imitates freedom
· Satan imitates God
· Do not be deceived and do not miss the point.

To know Him is to love Him.
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  (Mark 12:28-31)

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.  (Mark 12:34)

If you are CONNECTED  You can CONNECT others.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We must be connected to the true meaning of faith.  What are the primary differences between “head” and “heart” knowledge of God?  Why is knowing Him better?

Tuesday – We can become complacent hearing about Him and reading about Him and miss experiencing Him personally.  How can the act of following Him connect you more completely?  

Wednesday – There are so many counterfeits to love and faith in the world today.  How is satan trying to deceive us into knowing more about Him than knowing Him relationally?

Thursday – Loving God is not complex or complicated.  Loving God is not hard.  Knowing what God has done, for us personally, creates faith, relationship, and natural love.  What has God accomplished in you personally?  What has God accomplished through you personally?

Friday – The point of these lessons to insure we are first connected to God genuinely, through Jesus, before we can connect others.  Why is this a critical and necessary first step?
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