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Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

Jacob returns to the place where He encountered God.

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first.
(Genesis 28:16-19)

God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.”  (Genesis 35:1)

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel.  (Genesis 35:9-10)

Jacob had all kinds of family and faith drama.  He was separate from them and Him…but, he encountered the Living God and it changed everything.  Then, he brought his household along with him and built and alter there.  What happened next?  God restored him to his family and blessed them all!

It starts with an earnest personal encounter.  It continues with transformation of the body, mind, and soul.  It creates an opportunity to invite.

39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus.  (John 1:39-42a)


Bring them to Jesus.
And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.  (Mark 2:1-3)

Bring them to Jesus.
4 And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.  (Mark 2:4)

Bring them to Jesus.
5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  (Mark 2:5)

10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”  (Mark 2:10-12)
	
Bring them to Jesus – He will do the rest.

The benefits of attending church, encountering God personally, and engaging in united fellowship and service are scientifically proven and undeniable.

· Physical Well-being: Studies have consistently shown that attending church can have positive effects on physical health. The sense of community, support, and purpose can contribute to a healthier lifestyle.
· Mental and Emotional Health: Worshiping together can alleviate stress, anxiety, and depression. The presence of the Holy Spirit brings peace and joy to our hearts and minds.
· Spiritual Growth: The church is a place where we receive spiritual nourishment. Through the preaching of the Word, prayer, and fellowship, we are equipped to grow in our faith and knowledge of God.



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The perception of church has changed dramatically over the years. Fewer people attend and hold a favorable view of the church.  Why do you believe that is and what part do each leadership and members share in shaping that perception?

Tuesday – We are the church.  So, the perception of the church is a reflection of the perception of believers.  What troubles you most about that?  How can we change this and refocus on God? 

Wednesday – The church was always intended as a place to meet (praise, worship, learn) God and equip (feed, serve, lead) individuals.  Which of those are we best/worst at?  Why?

Thursday – God demonstrates His love for us and as the church.  He implores us to cling to Him through the church.  What makes you most proud to be part of God’s family at Mentor?

Friday – The purpose of this discussion is to reach our family and friends.  How can we show them that God is worth the effort and available?  “Come and see….”
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