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Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

The Greatest Distance in the World – Between church and unchurched.

The stats tell the story:
1. Only 21% of non-Christians have a positive view of the local church
a. 80% of practicing Christians
2. 50% of non-Christians don’t trust local pastors
a. 85% of practicing Christians
3. Millennials think the church is detached from real issues
a. Issues of race, socioeconomic, and human rights

How the church is viewed:
1. Harsh
2. Judgmental
3. Exclusionary
4. Abusive
5. Self-Centered (money, pride, appearance)

If this is what the world perceives…what does the Bible say about who we are to be a how we are to be it?  Perhaps a better question is, who are we?

Church = Temple of God
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?
(1 Corinthians 3:16)

16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  (2 Corinthians 6:16)




Church = House of God
5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.  (Hebrews 3:5-6)

Church = Family of God
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,  (Ephesians 2:19-20)
	
Church = Body of Christ
22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Church = Bride of Christ.
30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  (Ephesians 5:30-32)

	25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
	(Ephesians 5:25)

How does God feel about you – Look how He loves them.

If we experience that love of Christ and are transformed by it, then the authentic church is revealed.  We should we seen for how we:

Love – Protect – Feed – Teach – Lead – Encourage – Sacrifice – Show – Carry – Disciple -- Believe



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The perception of church has changed dramatically over the years. Fewer people attend and hold a favorable view of the church.  Why do you believe that is and what part do each leadership and members share in shaping that perception?

Tuesday – We are the church.  So, the perception of the church is a reflection of the perception of believers.  What troubles you most about that?  How can we change this and refocus on God? 

Wednesday – The church was always intended as a place to meet (praise, worship, learn) God and equip (feed, serve, lead) individuals.  Which of those are we best/worst at?  Why?

Thursday – God demonstrates His love for us and as the church.  He implores us to cling to Him through the church.  What makes you most proud to be part of God’s family at Mentor?

Friday – The purpose of this discussion is to reach our family and friends.  How can we show them that God is worth the effort and available?  “Come and see….”
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