[bookmark: _Hlk121604569]Arm’s Length:  (Re)Connecting with God…

Jesus, in His great commission, instructed His disciples to go, tell, baptize, and disciple those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the furthest reaches of Earth.  We have been so diligent in our outreach, serving in our Judea (Campbell County), Samaria (Downtown Cincinnati), and internationally (WMU).  But, what about Jerusalem.  What about those in our own homes, families, and friends.  There is a massive group of people, whom we love dearly, who need to know the grace of God as shown through Jesus.  There could be no greater calling or harvest than these.  Let us follow the Lord in reaching those within Arm’s Length of us.

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

The Greatest Distance in the World – Truth closes this divide.

Obstacles to the Gospel:
1. Our sense of urgency
2. Conflicts with people
3. Conflicts with God
4. Conflicts with church

Results of these conflicts:
1. Anger
2. Denial
3. Separation
4. Death

Results of family conflict:
Brokenness		Anxiety		Fear		Loneliness
Crisis of Faith	Generational		Sin		Poor Health

Life/Priorities.
The Prodigal’s older brother.  Luke 15:11-32
The rich man.
Martha.

Lies.
	Adam & Eve.

Disappointment.
Jonah.

Sin.
Men on the cross.

“Victims”.
Cain.

Shame/Guilt.
Woman at the well.

Grief.
Mary & Martha.

How does God feel about you – Look how He loves them.

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Reaching those around us is not always as simple as an invitation. Like everything else, it is complicated with conflict in relationships between people, people with God, and people and the church. Where have you ever experienced conflict in one of these that impacted your faith journey?

Tuesday – If we are to help others seek God, we must acknowledge that there can be conflict with Him that must be addressed. Who in your heart, that needs to be reached, is holding something against God? How can you reflect His true character to help them see He is more?  

Wednesday – The conflict with God lies in the hearts of man, not God. We must seek first His kingdom and righteousness to get beyond our internal conflict. How will God receive the heart of the wanderer?

Thursday – Let not your hearts be troubled. Don’t blame God, join Him. We must stay vigilant with Him ourselves and show Him to those we love. If God were holding you or your loved one today and heard you expressing your feelings – how would respond? How can show the same to others?

Friday – Wounds attributed to God, although misplaced, are real. We must acknowledge this to proceed. God’s love has never failed or been withdrawn. Let us no withdraw ours. How can you better love these on your heart and allow them to experience a better love from God?
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